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My research proposal comes in several facets, subjects, which will clearly depict a
subliminal racism and a clear undeniable caste system in America in general, but vividly
manifested beyond any shadow of a doubt in the urban populated cities.

The Great City of New York; Who would ever think or imagine that the Empire State,
NYC, would be in the 1970’s and early 1980’s, one of the lowest and most depraved, depressed,
almost without hope, extremely poorly administrated, socio-economic system of corruption. The
Big Apple in the 1970’s and 80’s was rotten to the core.

What was the root cause of the economic turmoil in The Great City of New York in the
70’s and early 80’s? This is my driving question.

I would like to propose to you, that I would like to do more in-depth research on the
Socio-Economic, racist, caste system that was hidden in plain view, for all to see and feel and
experience in one way or another, either you lived through it and had firsthand knowledge or the
media; tv, new papers, journalism reporting the outcry. The nation witnessed it all and even the
world got to see. Something was seriously wrong at the top of Government.

I want to research this topic because as a child I lived and grew up in the middle of it all,
in New York City during that time period of the 1970’s and early 1980’s. I was to young to wrap

the mind around it all, but I knew something was not right. Now it is clear to talk about it with
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real understanding. I expect to find revealing answers to questions that were not answered during

that time.
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INTRO-

I Was a Witness and lived during my childhood years, the unbelievable era, the intense
hostile environment, and catastrophic surroundings, that was the norm, in New York City during
the 1970’s and early 1980’s. I had so many unanswered questions, being so young, didn’t know
how to articulate the burning questions I had, as to why, in this City, New York City, where I
was born and raised, was there so much decay and decomposers?

INTRO-TOPIC-

Something is not right, even now in this present time, when I remember, it all feels
unbelievable and serious, knowing that to this day, New York City is the capital of the world;
here is where all the Nations of the world assemble, IN The United Nations. New York City has
it all.

BODY-

Why was New York City burning in unreasonable flames? Why is the Bronx burning?
The city of urban ashes and garbage and extremely unclean, this is the only description I could
honestly give to describe the City of New York at the time, as [ remember. Now as an adult I
understand that the economic turmoil was in a downward spiral. Why is such a vibrant, full of
life and energy, a great City like New York, is in a reckless abandonment?

CONCLUSION-
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Racism, Extreme Corruption, and a subliminal Caste System, reared its ugly head, once
again. Urban Cities, where you have Blacks, Hispanics, and other non-so-called Whites,
(minorities), suffer the consequences by the elites, the powers that be behind the scenes. The
1970’s in New York City revealed the realities of modern-day segregation, orchestrated by a

behind the scenes hierarchy of government with an agenda.
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During the 1970’s and 80’s, a large portion of the great city of New York, the world-
renowned great metropolis, looked like a war-torn region of an underdeveloped nation. I was a
witness and living through this unbelievable era. I remember as a child growing up in the Bronx
New York City; I observed the intense hostile environment, the catastrophe of my surroundings,
seeing what I was seeing every day, I felt that something was not right with this environment and
atmosphere. My mind was still in the process of developing since I was so young at the time, so [
couldn’t formulate all the right questions or answers. Those would come later.

According to my research there was several root causes of New York City’s problem.
Why was New York City in flames? Why was New York City a dumping ground for all forms of
garbage? Why was the Bronx burning? What is the root of the economic turmoil in New York
City? “New York City in the late 1970’s was plagued by severe economic and political troubles
unlike any the city’s inhabitants had experienced before. Faced with economic stagnation,
industrial decline, and the looming threat of bankruptcy, the City of New York responded by
cutting municipal services and after school programs.” (Osman 106) The city’s already high
unemployment rates got higher and many middle-class families, close to a million people fled to
the suburbs in a movement known as white flight. The term white flight is usually used to refer
to a migration phenomenon in the post-World War two era. A people of color moved into white

neighborhoods in cities from which they had in the past been excluded, many white residents of
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those neighborhoods picked up and left. They resettled in newly overwhelmingly white suburbs.
(Boustan, 484)

Root cause #1 economic crisis; the citizens angry at the city’s cuts and feeling neglected
by their government, turned to violence; crime rates rapidly increased as drugs, vandalism and
theft became the norm. Adding insult to injury; on July 13,1977, the power, the electricity, of
New York City unexpectedly failed, the darkness and confusion provided an opportunity for
even more acts of aggression, such as looting, throughout the city. Who would ever think such a
catastrophic scene of lawlessness and savagery could have occurred in the City of New York? I
watched from my first-floor window in the Fordham section of the Bronx, as people carried
merchandises from all the stores in Fordham Plaza; furniture TV, stereos, all the items that
people wanted and couldn’t buy, they took by force that day, as if it was normal and there were
no laws to detained them. What place is this? What city is this? As a child I thought, no one
could give me an answer. The pulse of the city’s heart was beating disorganization, no
leadership, yet there were people in the positions of power and from what I know now, some
opposing political parties were enjoying all this, to use it against the political powers presently in
place at the time. To know that even from chaos, disorder and lawlessness, some people gain
their desires, or it favors their secret objectives.

Root cause #2, high crime because of urban abandonment, one million households being
dependent on welfare, rapes, murders, and burglaries tripled, car thefts and felony assaults
doubled. Depopulation and arson also had a profound effect on the city; abandoned blocks were
a signature of the landscape, creating an absent of neighborhood cohesion of life. In totality the
70’s and early 80’s in the City of New York was a transformation of the previous decades before,

as it reconfigured the economic and social realities of America’s most prominent city. 12 %
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unemployment rate in New York City was significantly higher in 1975 than the national average
rate of 8%.

“The 1975 New Yor City fiscal crisis was above all a political crisis. Its origins begin in a
set of political changes the city experienced in the 1960’s, which led to municipal expenditures
and indebtedness to grow at an explosive pace. The corruption of the crisis produced a further
transformation in the structure of the city’s politics.” (Shefter, 233) What was the root of the
economic turmoil in the City of New York in the 1970°s? In 1961, New York City was running
annual current accounts deficits; the city’s revenues could not fund their current expenditures
and dept payments. By 1974, during the second recession of the decade, the annual deficit had
reach $487 million. The city-maintained spending and services by borrowing to cover these
expenditures. In 1974 New York City borrowed $2.2 billion to offset deficits and finance other
capital projects. So here is one root of the economic problem at that time, the mismanagement of
funds by a corrupt government establishment. In the same year, the city’s outstanding debt has
reached $13.5 billion. The city could no longer borrow money to operate and by April 1975,
New York City ran out of money. One of the key contributors to New York City’s fiscal crisis
was inadequate oversight of the City’s finances; this often happens when there is a poor
administration in place and where corruption looms behind the scenes.

To further elaborate, you have political scams and mindless development schemes that
was so exclusive that they were more destructive than all they were supposed to improve. This
pivotal time of the 1970’s and early 80’s in New York City can distinctively be listed in a
unsatisfactory list of a place of extreme high crime rate, as if by design, a very dirty city where
you can see days old garbage left in the streets, the extraordinary chaos of the Bronx is burning

was the dark lifeless face of the Great City of New York. Sad to say, entire Brooklyn
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neighborhoods looked like bombed out war zones. We don’t have to seek to far to find out who
were one of the perpetrators for the destructions of the famous Bronx is burning, NYC is on fire.
Evil greedy wealthy land lords were discovered after much investigations of being some of the
minds behind the destructions and deterioration of the Bronx building fires and the decay of so
many New York City neighborhoods, one, for the insurance money and two, to get rid of the so
called undesirables, being the demographics of ethnics minorities, which led to a severe chain
reaction of reckless abandonment and so much poverty stricken people with no resources or help
from their local government, that opened up a birth of turmoil unspeakable violence.
Neighborhoods so unsafe, so much gloominess and darkness in the streets of the city at night, it
was so hard to believe that this was going on in the United States of America. The thing is, this
occurrence was really happening, and for that decade of the 70’s, no one came to the rescue of its
citizens, because the citizens were minorities Hispanics, Blacks, and other non-white ethnicity. It
was very clear, there was an overview agenda behind all of this. This was the reality that the
residents in the Bronx and many other New York City neighborhood faced between 1970 and
1980. (Wallace)

Root cause # 3, the fires that destroyed and deteriorated New York City neighborhoods.
The buildings and housings were ablaze, 80% of housing was lost to fire, this all seems unreal
when you see the high percentage, but this was 100% the truth because I lived through it and
grew up aware and conscious of my surroundings in those times of the 1970’s. The narrative that
was pushed by the media was that the destruction was the fault of the residents. Discriminatory
policies known as redlining, is a practice that started as early as the 1930’s. Any neighborhood
that had 5- 10% Black or Puerto Rican population was seen as detrimental by the so-called

authorities at the time. A red line would be drawn on a map around these places, indicating that



Last Name 5

they should not be eligible for loans, home insurance, or fire insurance, given how the South
Bronx housing stock was already old, redlining only worsened the conditions that people lived in
by encouraging disinvestment of the area and depriving residents of the capital needed to
adequately maintain their homes.

Urban renewal was also a tactic that harmed the Bronx and many of the lower income
neighborhood of the city. It was described as tearing down the “slums” especially in Manhattan
to replace it with middle-class housing and civic centers. In the words of James Baldwin, it was
actually “Negro removal.” Arson as an idea caught on in the late 1970’s and became a political
tool. Tenant groups and their allies pushed landlord arson as the big fire issue and arson task
force were formed. The landlords and their allies made a big deal of tenant arson and arson for
revenge. Resources were made available to fight arson but unfortunately not to fight fires.
Landlords sold their buildings to speculators also. (Wallace) Speculators are people who create
fortunes in quick turnarounds. These speculators in turn divided the apartments, making them
smaller for more income, increasing dense over crowded living conditions, this psychologically
was taking its toll on the citizens, ranging from drug use to deaths to crimes that eventually led
to the deplorable decays of the neighborhoods, that in turn made an out avenue for the landlords
to get their money, they invested in these properties back by covertly igniting the buildings into
flames to collect the millions in insurance pay outs, since the property values because of the
conditions of the neighborhoods and demographics was conducive to the corrupt landlords to get
out with a substantial profit. New York City Fire Departments responses was INADEQUATE!
The devastation of the fires was underrepresented. A new urban regime of money governed by
the emergent Fire industry, was slowly instated, first as the rescuing option to the city’s near

bankruptcy and then as the economic base of the city. Fire then rendered the geography of
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redevelopment in New York after 1975, which best defined the nature of the city’s creative
destruction. (Neculai) In 1977 came the unforgettable black out that collapsed the entire City of
New York, adding insult to injury. At least half the fires were not even recorded just because of
how many there were. All this is probably extremely hard for many to believe, but it was 100%
truths! “New York City’s fiscal crisis is an example of what can happen, even to a city that is at
the epicenter of the financial markets, when there are no controls or systems of checks and
balances to monitor and curb excessive spending.” (Millstein, 133) The fires of the South Bronx
attracted international attention and were the subject of ABC- TV special, “The Bronx Is
Burning,” in 1976. (Wallace) To think that the system was so rotten that the demand for more fire
marshals was suggested, yet the office of Management and Budget said the fire marshals would
not solve the problem of arson. The media made it sound like the residential kids were interested
in arson, but the corrupt landlords who paid for their buildings to get torched were never the
topic of discussion. There were no consequences for the landlords, they simply collect the
millions in insurance money and walk away, you put it all together, the illicit corruptions and
gains from the local government in place at the time and many city agencies and private
organizations all correlated, one hand washes the other. Many of these fires needed federal
investigations and examinations, but because they were conveniently labeled as “cause
unknown,” they never received one.

Root cause # 4, the subliminal racist caste system in housing, and how segregation was
facilitated in an incognito manner, hidden within the city’s municipality and bureaucracy. There
is a mad science to segregation in communities, with housing and neighborhoods, the age-old
subliminal caste system at work, at its best, under the nose of all its citizens. The extent to which

a group is segregated any point in time is the result of two countervailing ecological process by
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which members enter an area and in the course of residential turnover, eventually displace the
former residents. Social distance or the extent to which newcomers differ socially and culturally
from the majority, is the underlying condition that promotes succession or facilitates spatial
assimilation. When difference is larger, as in the case of recent immigrants, the neighborhood
ceases to attract majority in movers and succession ensues. When difference is small, as when
minimized through acculturation- newcomers are integrated into the existing community. To sum
up the parameters of racial/ethnic turnover uncovered in this study essentially mirror the findings
of early studies of neighborhood transition undertaken by Duncan and Duncan (1957) for
Chicago during 1940-1950, and by Taeuber and Taeuber (1965) for 10 U.S cities during 1940-
1960. By declaring the irreversibility of succession, these early studies shows that whites prefer
segregated to integrated neighborhoods, ethnically diverse beyond all doubts, the study shows
that whites prefer to avoid Hispanics but its particularly strong when its directed and Blacks. It is
discouraging that the forces or powers that be underlying neighborhood transition at the close of
the twentieth century are similar to those in place generations earlier, because more than twenty
years have passed since the passage of fair housing legislation. These findings show that not
much substantial progress has been made towards achieving widespread equality in the urban
housing market. (Rosenbaum, 483)

To see New York City now, unless a person is interested in history, they will not believe,
the great city of New York was ever in such a deplorable condition. New York city now, in this
2000’s decades, has very much improved in so many areas. In the housing situation there are still
some undertones of a racial climate but it’s much better than what it was. Urban citizens of the
inner boroughs of New York have taken more pride in their communities. There is much more

legislation to protect tenants from abusive landlords. New York City policing and the overall
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quality of life has stepped up to new levels. Now as to the New York City politics and the
economy, it is better than the 1970’s but it can be better than what it is now. There is more
organization in the New York City agencies than there was in the decade of the 70’s. Overall, it
is very interesting to see so much progressive changes from then to now, I would say for the

better, but [ must maintain awareness always.
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