


WHY DEVELOP A RESEARCH
QUESTION]







REASONS TO WRITE FOR YOURSELF

T0 REMEM RAND 10 GET ORGANTZED
Ef| .
10 UNDERSTAND OR T0 CREATE
INVESTIGATE

T0 EXPRESS YOURSELF 10 HEAL




DECIDE WHY YOU WANT TO WRITE FOR
TOURSELF

After thinking about this, picking a research topic will be much
easier.

Getting Started:
In order to get started on picking your topic, make a list of
things you are interested in that you want to understand or
investigate. Include things that you love, that you hate, or
things that you are fascinated by.

Pro tip:
Pick something that you have an emotional response to if you're
worried about running out of things to say or losing interest.




DECIDE ON A TOPLC THAT PEAKS YOUR
INTEREST




STEP 71 BRALNSTORMING

There are 3 great ways to brainstorm.

Practice them and decide which one works
for you.

1. Make a list.

2. Make a clustermap.
3. Do a free write.




BRAINSTORMING OPTION #1: LIST MAKING
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Can feel represente
seen with people who
look similar

Feel inadequate
compared to other:

Effects on
self-image

TG T B
#1: MAKE A CLUSTER MAP Gt

If you're beginning with Effects on
this step, start by writing behavior
‘My interests” in the

Young people's
use of social
media

Can be distracted
from reality

ight hold unrealistic
views of success

center and then branch @
out any ideas you have. ttention

In this example, similar

ideas are grouped

together to help
organize thoughts.

Can negatively impact
their productivity







STEP /- WORKING WITH A BROAD TOPIC

Your idea may start out broad. This is ok because you will ask yourself any of the
following questions to help you create a more focused topic such as:

What are you curious to discover about this topic?
Who is affected? How?

What is the problem?

What are the advantages or disadvantages?

Why is this topic important? Why are you interested in it?

Asking yourself any of these questions will help guide you to developing a topic

question. Let's apply these questions to our list of ideas and see where it takes
us!




TIME AND MEMORY

What are you interested to discover about this topic?
Does time affect our memory?
Who is affected? How?
People of all groups
What is the problem?
How does our perception of time affect the way we experience the world around us?
Is the way we understand time scientifically in conflict with the way we experience it?
What are the advantages or disadvantages?
Memory is very valuable but it is also unreliable.
Why is this topic important?
Because learning about how time and memory work can help me better reflect on and
understand my experiences.

Notice that I've combined two topics here. This is a really good way to focus your topic.
Also notice that some of the answers to these questions are statements and some are questions themselves.

Feel free to brainstorm however you like. If a question comes to mind, write it down so you can highlight the
things you are wondering about your topic which your research can help you discover!




STEP 3 TORM A RESEARCH QUESTION

eYour research topic will ultimately answer a
question. So, you must develop your topic into a
question that you will seek the answers for (and
later, provide your reader with these answers).
This question will serve as your guide
throughout the paper.

e The following slide will examine a brief
checklist to help you develop your research
question.



RESEARCH QUESTION CHECKLIST




Tht CRECKLD

For example, referring to the topic from the previous slide:
Young people’s use of social media creates positive body image

This topic can be developed into a specific research question:

What impact does the use of social media have on body positivity for
American teens?

Note that the terms such as “American teens” and “body positivity” were
modified to give a clearer idea of the target group and the direction of the
research. In addition, this question format makes it possible for the writer to
explore the possible before and after effects of being exposed to body
positive messages and images, for teens. So, it would also be a complex




KEEP TN MIND:

The research question is your guide for conducting research on your topic, and
there is no definite answer to be expected. The research paper will explore the
answers to this question and lead to your thesis statement.

Furthermore, this guide is not your thesis statement, but it is an integral part of
your research paper because it shows the question you intend to answer in your

essay.
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