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Finding Sources
Many of us scroll through different websites for our news and other 
information, but how often do you think critically about the validity of the 
information you come across?

When conducting research for academic writing, it is crucial for you to use 
reliable sources.



Picture this:
You’re in a courtroom and a man is on trial. He’s been accused of committing 
a crime. The judge is seated at her bench, at the front of the courtroom. The 
man’s lawyer faces the judge to defend his client, who is seated behind him.

The man’s lawyer says, “Your Honor, my client is innocent, because I said so.” 

Case closed.

Actually, that would never hold up in court, because the lawyer must argue for his 
client’s innocence. A lawyer has to provide reasons in their client’s defense, present 
evidence, and explain why the evidence supports their reasoning.

In the same regard, when you decide to make a claim (an argument) in your writing, 
you must present reasons, evidence and explain the evidence to your reader to make 
a strong argument.

This lesson will focus on how to find evidence, or sources, to support your ideas.



After you’ve chosen your topic, you 
can start researching. 

One of the first places people usually go 
to begin research is Wikipedia. 

While Wikipedia is a great place to brush 
up on a topic, it’s not a great source to 
include in your essay because it can be 

edited by anyone.

Let’s go over some ways that Wikipedia can 
be helpful for you in your research. 



Once you’ve found a 
Wikipedia page related 
to your topic, scroll 
down to the end of the 
page titled “References”

The reference section 
will have a list of 
sources about the topic. 

Read through the titles 
and pick articles that 
you might be interested 
in using. 



Nyack’s Online Library Database is a great place to start 
looking for research

https://www.nyack.edu/site/library/

Databases- A database is a virtual bookcase full of online academic journals and/or 
other online resources. 
On the library homepage you can search by title of the Academic Journal or topic. 
OR you can scroll over the Resources tab, and then scroll down to the Database tab 
which opens 3 options to click on:  Databases by Subject / Frequently Used 
Databases / A-Z Lists of Databases 

Academic Search Complete is an excellent multi-discipline database, meaning it 
contains academic journals from many subjects.

JStor is another great multi-discipline database. 

https://www.nyack.edu/site/library/


Keywords 
Remember to keep a piece of 
paper ready while you’re 
searching through sources, 
this way you can keep track 
of any key words you find 
about your topic. 

In the Gale Ebooks database, 
keywords will be highlighted in 
the sources you find. 

The blue words have 
hyperlinks to other articles you 
might like- so remember to 
click on those and write them 
down. 



Just like online 
shopping, research 
involves filtering the 
results. Remember to 
use the “Limit to” section 
to only search for 
sources that would work 
for you. Click on “Full 
text” and any other filters 
you’d like to add. 

Academic Search 
Complete is a 
great database to 
start in, because 
it holds a broad 
range of topics. 



Looking through research can feel overwhelming 
so follow these steps:

Read the Abstract or 
Description before 
deciding if you like 

this article. 

Skim the article for 
keywords and only 
read the sections 
that apply to your 

topic. 

 

Collect citations 
from the library as 
you search. Click on 
the “cite” button 
and copy the MLA 

citation.  

Open a search window in your 
document, so you can search for 
your keywords in the article. 

If using a Mac: Command F
If using a PC: Control F 



Hmmm!
In this exercise, you will observe 
how to apply the CRAAP method to 
analyze the credibility of sources 
and determine what makes them 
reliable or unreliable.



Is the purpose of the 
source clearly defined? Is 

the article unbiased? 

Is the information 
relevant to the research 

topic?

Is the author credible? Is 
the website a trusted 

authority on the subject?

Is the source and the 
information it contains 

current? Has it been 
published within the last 5 

years?

Is the source reliable and 
supported by valid 

evidence? Has it been 
reviewed by experts?

CRAAP METHOD 

ACCURACYCURRENCY

AUTHORITYRELEVANCE

PURPOSE

Adapted from Prof. Ryan’s 
research on the CRAAP method



CURRENCY
Keep your sources current
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Which one of these two sources is current?

For example, when using a library database to search for articles on the topic “effects of 
video games on children,” here are two results that come up:

Source A.

Source B.

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTYzMzA1ODkzMDI5OTQ0MzczNTAiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjE4VE1rQ2pZY3FQQUlBckFJbjRpd09rV0RMYVpGd21vMzNkM3ZISjBCREhNIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLW11bHRpcGxlQ2hvaWNlIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6ImdiNGNiY2Q1YmEzXzBfNDQiLCJjb250ZW50SW5zdGFuY2VJZCI6IjE4VE1rQ2pZY3FQQUlBckFJbjRpd09rV0RMYVpGd21vMzNkM3ZISjBCREhNL2VmZmVhMDQ2LWE5MzYtNDMwNi1hZjBkLTBlNWEyYTk4OWZjNCJ9pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Answer: Source B is current. Take a look at the arrows which point out the dates the 
articles were published.

This article was published in 
1986 when video games were 
popular in arcades and older 
at-home gaming consoles.

This article was published in 
2020 when video games were 
(and still are) played on gaming 
consoles, computers, tablets 
and smartphones.

Consider that circumstances of any topic evolve, and information evolves as well. If one 
were to write a paper on the effects of video games on children today, the clear answer 
would be to use the most recently published source.

A

B



Relevance
Choose relevant sources 

for your topic
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In the Google Scholar 

database search  on 

“educational benefits of video 

games for children,” which 

sources seem relevant based 

on a brief preview of the 

article title and description? 

Are there any sources that 

don’t seem relevant to the 

search topic?



At first glance, most of the 

articles seem related to the 

topic search except for the 

second article listed, which 

appears to be on product 

placement, or advertisements, 

in video games, and it is not 

focused on their educational 

benefits for children.

Additionally, two of the source 

descriptions do not mention 

children, but one would have to 

read into each article to further 

determine if the source is or is not 

directly relevant to the search 

topic. 



ACCURACY
Find reliable sources with 

verifiable information
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https://kidshealth.org/en/
kids/video-gaming.html 

In order to determine if a source is accurate, ask yourself two things: 
1. Does this source use specific examples?

2. Does this source cite the information it uses? 

http://recordhead.biz/10-reasons-video-ga
mes-is-good-for-you/ 

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/video-gaming.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/video-gaming.html
http://recordhead.biz/10-reasons-video-games-is-good-for-you/
http://recordhead.biz/10-reasons-video-games-is-good-for-you/


https://kidshealth.org/en/
kids/video-gaming.html 

http://recordhead.biz/10-reasons-video-ga
mes-is-good-for-you/ 

Even though this source 
is a blog, it uses specific 
examples and includes 
hyperlinks to the studies 
it cites. 

Even though this source 
is a .org website, it 
doesn’t include specific 
examples, and it only 
provides hyperlinks to 
definitions of “exercise” 
and “overweight”

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/video-gaming.html
https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/video-gaming.html
http://recordhead.biz/10-reasons-video-games-is-good-for-you/
http://recordhead.biz/10-reasons-video-games-is-good-for-you/


AUTHORITY
Identifying credible authors and 

trustworthy sources
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Apply the following criteria to any article when 
analyzing the author’s authority and source 
credibility.

● Is the author an expert and qualified to write on a subject?

● Is the author affiliated with a reputable organization or 
institution?  

● Is the website trusted?

Let’s apply this 
to the scholarly 
articles in the 
next slide.



Are these author’s a reliable authority on this topic?



Are these author’s a reliable authority on this topic?
Douglas Gentile is affiliated with Iowa 
State university, directs the Media 
Research Lab, and has published books 
on media, video games, violence, and 
children for almost 20 years. 

Matt Richtel has worked as a 
journalist at the New York Times for 
more than 20 years, and often writes 
about technology and its effect on 
behavior and the brain. 



PURPOSE
Determine the purpose of a 

source
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What’s the purpose?
Have you ever clicked on an article that had an interesting 

headline like “I Didn’t Believe It Until I Saw It for Myself!” ? 

Then, when you read the article, did it seem like there were 

more advertisements (like the ones to the left) than actual 

journalism? Most of us have come across these articles known 

as clickbait. These articles follow the same formula: an 

attention grabbing headline, emotional writing, and a page 

littered with advertisements. These articles are purposely 

constructed to lure readers to click on the advertisements 

which will earn the webpage owner advertising revenue, lead to 

possible scam websites or harmful media for your device. Thus, 

clickbait articles are designed with the purpose of benefiting 

the owner of the web page.
Credit: GCF Global

Different sources have different purposes. The purpose of a reliable source is strictly to 
inform its readers and remain objective. On the other hand, unreliable sources push  
political, religious, or personal views, or opposition to these views. These kinds of sources 
are biased.



To determine what the purpose of your source is, and if it is biased, a few places 
to start are:

● View the “About Us” page on the source website in question. This page 
should offer background information about the organization, and if this 
page is missing, think about what this lack of transparency might suggest.

● A reliable website should have a mission statement with a clearly outlined 
purpose of the organization behind the website.

● There should be citations and/or links to  credible sources readily 
available on the source.

Detecting bias in a Source





Wikipedia

Although many of us rely on Wikipedia for quick 
answers, and it contains articles that have been 
produced by scholars, those same articles can be 
edited and modified by anyone around the world 
with incorrect information at any time. So, don’t 
use it as a source for your research!

Sources that can SABOTAGE your research

Blogs

Anyone can create blogs which are opinion-based 
and often written by people who are not experts. 
Research has to be fact-based and unbiased, so a 
blog post can sometimes be an unreliable source. 
Examples of blog websites are: Square Space, 
Wordpress, Thought Catalog, and more.

Biased Organizations 
or Websites

If a source seems to promote a political, religious 
or personal agenda (especially one expressing 
harmful rhetoric), doesn’t weigh an opposing view, 
expresses the author’s opinions, and it doesn’t cite 
valid evidence – then that source is biased and not 
credible.

Opinion Pieces

There are reliable publications that publish 
Opinion Editorials, and though these articles can 
be written by credible individuals and used in 
various discourse, they cannot replace statistics, 
data and years of research to support a claim. 
They are simply opinions meant to provoke 
thought, but should not be used as sources in 
academic writing, unless allowed by an instructor.



News Aggregators

Flipboard, Google News, Huffington Post and others, 
are news feeds called news aggregators. Their 
purpose is to collect news stories from different 
publications to attract readers. News aggregators 
distribute a mix of reliable and unreliable sources 
(namely blogs and entertainment news), so you 
have to use discretion when viewing one. Going 
directly to the website of a known reliable source 
would be best.

Don’t SABOTAGE your Research with
Summary Articles

Your academic writing assignments call for the use 
of reliable sources and application of your critical 
thinking and original ideas. Therefore, do not refer 
to a  summary article written on another text as a 
source in your work.

Discussion Forums

Forums are spaces of informal discussion often 
involving expressions of opinion and 
unsubstantiated claims. They can sometimes be 
unreliable sources. 

Entertainment Articles

Articles written for entertainment purposes, by 
websites such as Upworthy or Variety, should also be 
used with careful discretion. Satire websites like 
The Onion also fall under this category as their 
articles should not be taken for face value because 
they’re meant to be ironic.



Use the information in this exercise to find strong sources that will 
support your writing and even gain a more critical eye when it comes to 
the everyday information you consume. 

You Try it!



In Class Activity
Researching can be really exhausting, until you discover this 

secret 

Researching does not mean you have to read everything deeply. 

It’s not time for that yet, researching is like browsing while 
you shop, you aren’t sure if you wanna try anything on yet, 

until you’ve looked around. 

For this activity, we’re going to practice browsing sources, by 
skimming them- not reading them deeply. 



The main objective here is to find things fast and skim them 
quickly. 

We’re going to be collecting sources that answer these trivia 
questions- because research might be boring, but trivia is fun!

Use google, or the library or whatever search engine you want. 
The first 3 students who find a source which answers one of 
these questions gets extra credit points for today’s class. 

The rules:  

The source you found must have an author 

be from a credible website

Answer the question

Post a link to the source in the Zoom chat when you’ve found 
it!

Good luck! 



Why are whales an endangered 
species?

What negative effects does 
captivity have on orcas?



The Crew

Have a session with a 
Writing Center Tutor

http://www.nyack.edu/wri
tingcenter/ 

Use the Nyack College 
Library’s homepage 

https://www.nyack.edu/site
/library/

“Ask” tab 

to chat with a librarian, 

or the 

“E-MAIL a Librarian” tab Email me and set up a meeting to 
talk via Zoom. 

Objective: Get help with your 
writing!

http://www.nyack.edu/writingcenter/
http://www.nyack.edu/writingcenter/
https://www.nyack.edu/site/library/
https://www.nyack.edu/site/library/


More Resources
Here are links to a few more resources on the web 
for further source evaluation and bias detection. 

Cornell University Library: Evaluate News

University of Washington: Detecting Bias

Columbus State: Bias in The Media

Check Your Sources

https://guides.library.cornell.edu/evaluate_news
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/research/evaluate/bias
https://library.cscc.edu/mediabias/detectors


Now that you’ve started brainstorming a topic and practicing 
research skills, you’ll need to find some sources for your research 
paper this week. 

Submit a Freewrite + Annotated Bibliography to the Dropbox by 
March 16

Detailed directions can be found in this week’s Lessons.

The annotated bibliography is meant to be a list of sources you 
might want to use for the essay. 

This Week’s Assignments



CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by 

Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik

Thanks!
Thanks to Professor Deirdre Flood for 

creating this presentation.
Thanks to Professor Julianna Ryan for 

her research on the CRAAP method
Thanks to Professor Ashley Oros for 
letting Deirdre add to her amazing 

activity! 

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

