
OT 503 OA Reading The Old Testament
Research Synopsis

I.  The Text: I would like to look at Psalm 51: 1-4 (NIV):

Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.
Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
Against you, you only, have I sinned
and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are right in your verdict
and justified when you judge. 

II. Sources (as of 3/30/2021) 

A. Human, Dirk J. “God Accepts a Broken Spirit and a Contrite Heart: Thoughts on   
             Penitence, Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Psalm 51.” Verbum et Ecclesia 26, no. 1  
             (2005): 114–32. doi:10.4102/ve.v26i1.215.

B.    Tanner, Beth. “Texts in Context : Preaching the Penitential Psalms.” Word & World 27   
            (2007): 88–98. https://search-ebscohost- com.ezproxy.nyack.edu/login.aspx?

direct=true&db=oah&AN=OTA0000047144&site=eds-live.

C.Rosenblit, Barbara Ellison. 1995. “David, Bat Sheva, and the Fifty-First 
Psalm.” CrossCurrents 45 (3): 326. https://search-ebscohost- 
com.ezproxy.nyack.edu/login.aspx?
direct=true&db=a9h&AN=9601095950&site=eds-live.

D. Barrett, Michael P V. “A Paradigm of Confession: An Analysis of Psalm 51:1-9.” Puritan 
         Reformed Journal 9, no. 2 (July 2017): 21–35. https://search-ebscohost- 

                
com.ezproxyn.nyack.edu/login.aspx?
direct=true&db=a6h&AN=ATLAi9KZ190330000868&site=eds-live.

E. Bailey, D Waylon. “Psalms 51, 103, 139, 19: Faith in the Lord.” The Theological   
Educator 29 (Fall 1984): 22–27. 
https://search-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.nyack.edu/login.aspx?
direct=true&db=a6h&AN=ATLA0001010171&site=eds-live.

III. Critical Methodologies:

A. Historical
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B. Source
C. Tradition


