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Chapter 10

Studying Text
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Organizing Principle

Studying text helps students make connections and think more 
deeply about ideas encountered during reading.
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Frame of Mind

• How is internal text structure different from external text 
structure?

• How do graphic organizers help students make connections 
among important ideas?

• How can you show students how to summarize information?

• What are study guides? How can you develop study guides 
using the levels of comprehension to construct text patterns?



Key Terms

• Annotations

• Comparison-and-contrast matrix

• Cornell notes

• Critical notes

• External text structure

• Graphic organizers

• Guided Reading and 
Summarizing Procedure (GRASP)

• Internal Text Structure

• Network tree

• Outlining

• Problem-and-solution outline

• Question note

• Reading log

• Selective reading guide

• Semantic (or cognitive) map

• Series-of-event chain

• Summary note

• T-notes

• Text pattern

• Text structure

• Thesis notes

• Venn diagram
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External Text Structure

• Organizational aids
• Front matter (preface, table of contents, title page, 

dedication)
• End matter (appendixes, bibliography, indexes)

• Introductory or summary statements

• Headings

• Graphs

• Charts

• Illustrations

• Guide questions



Content Area Reading, 11e  Vacca, Vacca, Mraz
© 2014 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved.7

Internal Text Structure

• Description

• Sequence

• Comparison and contrast

• Cause and effect

• Problem and solution
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Signal Words and Phrases Used in Various Text 
Structures

• Description
• To begin with
• Most important
• Also
• In fact
• For instance
• For example
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Signal Words and Phrases Used in Various Text 
Structures

• Sequence
• On [date]
• Not long after
• Now
• As
• Before
• After
• When
• First
• Then
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Signal Words and Phrases Used in Various Text 
Structures

• Comparison and contrast
• However
• But
• As well as
• On the other hand
• Not only . . . but also
• Either . . . Or
• While
• Although
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Signal Words and Phrases Used in Various Text 
Structures

• Cause and Effect and Problem and Solution
• Because
• Since
• Therefore
• Consequently
• As a result
• This led to
• So that
• Nevertheless
• If . . . then
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Introducing Graphic Organizers

• Present an example of a graphic organizer that 
corresponds to the type of outline you plan to teach.

• Demonstrate how to construct a graphic outline.

• Coach students in the use of the graphic outline and give 
them opportunities to practice.



Content Area Reading, 11e  Vacca, Vacca, Mraz
© 2014 Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved.13

Example of a Comparison and Contrast Matrix

 Fungi                          Algae

Body

Structure

Food Source

Method of

Reproduction

Living

Environment
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Example of a Problem and Solution Outline
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Example of a Network Tree
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Example of a Series-of-Events Chain
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Components of Semantic (Cognitive) Mapping

• Core question or concept

• Strands

• Supports
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Example of Semantic (Cognitive) Mapping
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Writing Summaries

• Include unnecessary details.

• Use your own words, but retain the author’s point of view.

• Create topic sentences to reflect textually implicit main ideas.
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Polishing a Summary

• Compare a well-developed summary that the teacher has 
written with the summaries written by the students.

• Present the class with three summaries.

• Team students in pairs or triads, and let them read their 
summaries to one another. 

• In lieu of response groups, ask the whole class to respond.
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Making Notes, Taking Notes

• Summary note

• Thesis note

• Critical note

• Question note
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Note-Taking Procedures

• Reading logs

• Annotations

• T-notes

• Cornell notes
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Study Guides

• Text pattern guides

• Selective reading guides
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