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shown to be an integral part of colonial violence. As Obeyesekere

reminds us, a

discourse is not just speech; it is imbedded in a historical and cultural
context and expressed often in the frame of a scenario or cultural per-

formance. It is about practice: the practice of science, the practice of 2
cannibalism. Insofar as the discourse evolves it begins to affect the

practice. ez i

COLONIAL AND
POSTCOLONIAL IDENTITIES

CONSTRUCTING RACIAL AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCE

- Are human beings essentially the same or different? Is difference defined
primarily by racial atcributes? Colonial and racial discourses and their
Mtendant fictions and sciences, as well as anti-colonjal thought, have
been preoccupied with these questions. The ‘othering’ of vast numbers of
people by European colonialist thought, and their construction as back-
Wird and inferior, depended upon what Abdul JanMohamed calls the
‘Manichean allegory’, in which a binary and implacable discursive oppo-
Mtion between races is produced (1985: 60). Such oppositions are crucial,
ot only for creating images of non-Europeans, but also for constructing
# luropean self. Therefore many anti-colonial and postcolonial critiques

: m preoccupied with uncovering the way in which they work in colonijal-

I fepresentations. But now, many critics are beginning to ask whether,

M the process of exposing the ideological and historical functioning of
Mt binaries, we are in danger of reproducing them. Do we end up over-
Mphasising cultural/racial difference and alterity, albeit from a different
wulugical standpoint than those of colonialist discourses?
I reality any simple binary opposition between ‘colonisers’ and
bluni.wd' or between races is undercut by the fact that there are enormous
Wiural and racial differences within each of these categories as well as
BN Overs becween them. What should be our strategy in dismantling the
iles of such beliefs? Several critics, and most notably Homi K. Bhabha,
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have emphasised the failure of colonial regimes to produce stable and fixed
identities, and suggested that ‘hybridity’ of identities and the ‘ambiva-
lence’ of colonial discourse more adequately describe the dynamics of the
colonial encounter. But JanMohamed argues that ambivalence is itself a
product of ‘imperial duplicity’ and that underneath it all, a Manichean
dichotomy between coloniser and colonised is what really structures colo-
nial relations, These are tricky questions and we will approach them by
examining various discourses about racial difference and how they work in
relation to class, gender, sexuality and other social hierarchies.

First of all, racial stereotyping is not the product of modern colonial-
ism alone, but goes back to the Greek and Roman periods which pro-
vide some abiding templates for subsequent European images of
‘barbarians’ and outsiders. These were reworked in medieval and early
modern Burope, where Christianity became ‘the prism through which
all knowledge of the world was refracted’” (Miles 1989: 16). But, since
the Bible held that all human beings were brothers descended from the
same parents, the presence of ‘savages’ and ‘monsters’ was 1ot easy (o
explain. One response was to locate them as creatures who had incurred
God’s wrath—hence the Biblical association of blackness with the
descendants of Ham, Noah’s bad son, and with the forces of evil.
However, such an explanation created more conceptual problems than it
solved. If there was a single origin for all humanity, then presumably
these fallen people could be brought back into the fold, and converted
to Christian ways. But could racial difference be so easily shed? In early
modern times, aphorisms such as the impossibility of ‘washing che
Ethiope white’ were commonly used to indicate the biological basis and
hence the immutability of race and colour. For example, Thomas
Palmer’s Two Hundred Posies, England’s earliest known emblem book
(first published 1565), depicts, under the title ‘Impossible things’, two
white men washing a black man. The accompanying lines read:

Why washeste thou the man of Inde?...
Indurate heart of heretics

Much blacker than the mole;

With word or writte who seeks to purge
Starke dead he blows the coal.

(1988: 56)
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This image was extremely common throughout the sixteenth and seven-
tfzenth centuries. In medieval and early modern Europe, Christian iden-
tities were constructed in opposition to Islam, Judaism or heathenism
fwhich loosely incorporated all other religions, nature worship, pagan-
ism and animism). Above all, it was Islam that functioned as the pre-
dominant binary opposite of and threat to Christianity (Chew 1937).
Religious difference thus became (often rather confusedly) an index of
and metaphor for racial, cultural and ethnic differences. Shylock’s refer-
ence to his ‘tribe’ includes all these shades of meaning. The term
‘Moors’ at first referred to Arab Muslims, but although not all Muslims
were dark-skinned (and travelogues as well as literary texts abound with
references to white Moors), over time Moors came overwhelmingly to be
associated with blackness, as is evident from the term ‘blackamoors’.
l.(f:ligious and cultural prejudice against both blackness and Islam, each
of which was seen to be the handiwork of the Devil, intensified the con-
nection between them.

With European colonial expansion, and nation-building, these earlier
Ideas (and their contradictions) were intensified, expanded and reworked
(s.ce Loomba 2002). Despite the enormous differences between the colo-
nllal enterprises of various Buropean nations, they seem to generate fairly
similar stereotypes of ‘outsiders’—both those outsiders who roamed far
Away on the edges of the world, and those who (like the Irish) lurked
uncomfortably nearer home. Thus laziness, aggression, violence, greed,
sexual promiscuity, bestiality, primitivism, innocence and irrationality
ure attributed (often contradictorily and inconsistently) by the English,
French, Dutch, Spanish and Portuguese colonists to Turks, Africans,
Native Americans, Jews, Indians, the Irish, and others. It is also worth
noting that some of these descriptions were used for working-class pop-
ulations or women within Europe. But, at the same time, travel collec-
Nm?s like Principall Navigations or Hakluytus Posthumus do not simply
project some generalised ‘other’, but also begin to shape particular
Jtoups of ‘Indians’ Americans as opposed to ‘Turks’ or Africans as
upposed to the people of ‘Indoostan’. While these are rather confused
titegories (‘Moors’ for example being a term that applies vaguely to all
Bon-American ‘Indians’) these collections are early ethnographies that
Mlmultaneously note, blur and produce the specific features of different
Hon-Buropean peoples. Note the contradiction here: the subtleties of
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cach encounter recorded by collectors of early travel narratives like
Richard Eden, Gian Battista Ramusio, Richard Hakluyt and Samuel

Purchas contributed to the consolidation of various European national

cultures, a pan-European “Western' culture and a central division

between Europe and its ‘others’.
Columbus’s ‘mistake’ about the location of India swelled to become a

metaphor for this division. As Samuel Purchas noted in 1614 the ‘name
of India is now applied to all farre-distant Countries, not in the
extreeme limits of Asia alone; but even to whole America, through the
error ... in the Western world’ (1614: 451). In unravelling the histories
of ‘race’, the real difficulty lies in walking the tightrope between high-
lighting the specificity of various images and recognising the flexibility
of colonial ideologies.

Contact with racial others was structured b
ent colonial practices, and the nature of pre-colonial societies. Batly colo-
nial discourses distinguished between people regarded as batbarous

infidels (such as the inhabitants of Russia, Central Asia, Turkey) and
(such as the inhabitants of the

y the imperatives of differ-

those who were constructed as savage
Americas and Africa). Peter Hulme identifies a central division between

colonial ‘discursive practices which relate to occupied territory where the
native population has been, of is to be, dispossessed of its land by what-
ever means and ‘those pertaining to territory where the colonial form is
based primarily on the control of trade. ... America and India’, he says,
‘can exemplify very roughly this division” which also manifests itself as a
discursive divide between those native peoples perceived as being in
some sense “civilized” and those not ... (1986: 2-3). With respect to the
Americas, Columbus’s arrival functions as an ‘originary moment’ that
diminishes native histories and cultures which precede it and that is end
lessly revisited by subsequent encountess (Greenblatt 1991: 52-53). In
the East, however, each journey only adds another layer to a thick and
confused pre-histoty: not only had other Europeans always gone before,
but before Buropeans other foreigners had trodden so that no one could
say of India, as Ralegh did of Guiana, that she still had her ‘maidenhead’
No one encounter could be discursively enshrined as primary.
These differences feed into colonial stereotyping. ‘New World
natives’ have been projected as birthed by the European encounter with

them; accordingly, a discousse of primitivism surrounds them. On the
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other hand, ‘the East’ is constructed as barbaric or degenerate
Furopeans travelled in both directions in search of wealth. But if, in l|l("
New World, to use Stephen Greenblatt’s words, ‘the European ,drc'lm
endlessly reiterated in the literature of exploration, is of the gm;sl‘
unequal gift exchange: I give you a glass bead and you give me a );':11')1
\Yorth half your tribe’ (1991: 110), in the Ottoman or Mughal terlri;o—
rjcs, that dream turned into an endless nightmare in which the
hurgpean peatls were treated as baubles by Eastern emperors. In a letter
to his employers, the East India Company, Sir Thomas Roe, resident for
many years at the court of the Mughal Emperor Jahangir, complained
that the presents sent by the Company ‘are extremely despised by those
[»'vho] have seen them; the lyning of the coach and cover of the vir-
ginalls scorned. ... Here are nothing esteemed but of the best sorts:
good cloth and fine, rich pictures ... soe that they laugh at us for suck;
us wee bring’ (1926: 76-77). In 1605 James I allocated £5,332 to the
JLevant Company for a present to the Turkish Sultan, who m;as like the
Mughal Emperor Jahangir, always unimpressed. The Englisix turned
their feeling of inadequacy into an account of Oriental greed or lack of
manners. BEdward Terry described the Mughal Jahangir’s heart as ‘cov-
u(?us’ and ‘so unsatiable, as that it never knows when it hath enough;
being like 2 bottomless purse, that can never be fill’d’ (1655: 378——57g9),
Medieval notions of wealth, despotism, and power attaching to the East.
(and esgecially to the Islamic Bast) were thus reworked to create an
ulternative version of savagery understood not as lack of civilisation but
W an excess of it, as decadence rather than primitivism.

4Differer1ces were ‘noted’ within each group as well. Columbus distin-
guished between ‘canibales’ and ‘indios'—the former were represented as
violent and brutish, the latter as gentle and civil. Both, however, were
ngnrdgd as inferior to the white people. In some cases,’colour w;ts the
most 1.mportant signifier of cultural and racial difference (as in the repre-
sentations of Africans) and in other cases it was less remarked upon (as bin
the case of the Irish). In fact the lack of colour difference insensified the
h(.)rmr of the colonial vis-a-vis the Irish. Thus Charles Kingsley observed
lter his first trip to Ireland: ‘T am haunted by the human chimpanzees I
Mw along that hundred miles of horrible country. ... But to see white
thimpanzees is dreadful; if they were black, one would not feel it so
much, but their skins, except where tanned by exposure, are as white as
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ours’ (quoted by Gibbons 1991: 96). The construction of racial ?!i.ffer—
ences had to do with the nature of the societies which Europeans visited,
the class of people who were being observed, as well as whetl?er trade or
settlement was the objective of the visitors. The crucial point is tha.t such-
constructions were based on certain observed features, the imperacives of
the colonists, and preconceptions about the natives. Moreover,' th’ey were
filtered through the dynamics of actual encounters. ‘Construction should
not thus be understood as a process which totally excludes those who
were being represented, although this does not mean that the vasvf popu-
lations that were stereotyped in colonial discourses were responsxble for
their own images. Rather, the very process of misrepresentacl(.m worked
upon certain specific features of the situation at hand. Thus mistepresen-
tations or constructions need to be unravelled rather thag sm'uply
attributed to some timeless, unchanging notion of racism or Olnentahsn.\,
Obeyesekere’s analysis of cannibalism in the Pacific 1slgnds (discussed in
the previous chapter) is a good example of such unravelAhng.

Colonisers differed in their modes of interacting with the loca.l popu
lations, thus producing variable racial discousses and_ ident?nes. For
example, the Spanish in America and the Portuguese in India se'ttF(-‘l
down in the lands they colonised, adopted local mapners and intet
married in a way that the English derided. Eventually, inter-marriages
and concubinage blurred racial distinctions and created a population
which acted as a strong base for colonial rule. According to some com
mentators, this showed a ‘lack of racial feeling’ on the part of the
Portuguese or the Spanish. But in fact colour and race c(.)nsqousm'-.n
marked even the policy of cohabitation, and racial distinctions contin
ued to inform the subsequent ‘mixed’ social order. Albuquerque invited
his men to marry ‘the white and beautiful’ widows and daughters of thi
defenders of Goa, making a distinction between them and th'e darker
South Indian women whom he called ‘Negresses'. The Jesuit pricsl
Francis Xavier, who worked in both India and the Spice Is'landS, drew
sharp colour lines even as he urged the casados to matry their local con
cubines, encouraging the men to abandon the dark ones and even offer
ing to find lighter-skinned substitutes for them. Class was nl.xf: i
important factor in interracial marriages, with poo{er cgs§dos mi.llll\'llm
locally and the elite keeping mistresses, but als? mam.tammg their mal
riages in Portugal. Similar fine-tuning is evident in Latin Americs
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where the hybrid population resulting from Spanish and Indian sexual
contact encoded a complex hierarchy of colour, class and gender.

British colonialism, on the other hand, did not allow for easy social
or sexual contact with local peoples. Although of course this policy was
hardly watertight or successful, in India it also reflected the nature of
tolonial administration, which functioned to a large extent through
local authorities and existing power structures. Thus it often incorpo-
mted rather than disturbed native hierarchies: in Bengal, for example,
tixes were collected through hereditary Indian collectors who were
luble for a fixed sum as laid down in the ‘Permanent Settlement’ of
1793, Millions of Indians never saw an English person throughout the
toem of the Raj, although that did not mean their lives had not been
Woven into the fabric of empire. This kind of ‘shallow penetration’ can
e seen as a prototype for modern imperialism, which functions largely
through remote control. But in countries like Namibia and South Africa
there was yet another pattern where racial divisions were maintained
Mlang with direct and powerful intervention, and with fewer spinoffs of
power and wealth among the indigenous population.

Heterogeneity, variety and diversity are sometimes understood as
ek of purpose or ideology: Jan Morris contends that the British
Bimpire ‘never really possessed an ideology—was temperamentally
Bpposed, indeed, to political rules, theories and generalizations. It was

e most important political organism of its time, yet it was seldom

Mligether sure of itself or its cause’ (1994: 2). Analyses of colonial dis-
Ples are most useful in deconstructing precisely this assumption that
¥ 0 tightly controlled operation could be ideologically motivated.
Inly, colonialism had not one but several ideologies, and these ide-

Miies were manifest in hundreds of different institutional and cultural
Heen. But we also cannot forget that they all fed into a global
lunce. Colonialism did have an economic as well as philosophic
#itive, although it did not always succeed in either making money
titely suppressing the peoples it exploited. Moreover, military vio-
Wis used almost everywhere, although to different degrees, to
both occupation and trading ‘rights’: the colonial genocide in
America and South Africa was spectacular. In the ‘scramble for
", only Ethiopia held out because of her technological and military
Wity The fact that Asian armies had been equipped with firearms
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oming of the Buropeans was undoubtedly a crucial factor
in shaping the relationship of coloniser and colonised. Gunpowder had
been invented in China, and used by the Mughals and the Ottoman
even in the East, ‘present profit’ was not divorced from the
cfan Habib has suggested that the ‘Buropean triumph’ over
Asian merchants was ‘a matter of men-of-war and gun and shot, to
which arithmetic and brokerage could provide no answer L0 (1990:
399). The point is that violence was readily resorted to wherever neces-
saty, and the enormous differences of strategy in different places indicate
the flexibility of colonial ideologies and practices, rather than the
absence of the desire for conquest in some colonial ventures.

r, colonial discourses fuctuated in tandem with changes in
ations within the same place over time. In December 1785,

prior to the ¢

Empire. But,
use of arms: I

Moreove
political situ
Edmund Burke delivered an angry speech to the British Parliament on
the humiliating treatment meted out to the Mughal Emperor by offi
cials of the East India Company. Burke observed that when he was born
it could not have been believed that ‘on this day, in this House, Wt
should be employed in discussing the conduct of those British subjects
who had disposed of the power and person of the Grand Mogul (Parkel
1991: 162). The reversal in the relations of power between the English
and the Mughals was indeed so swift as to be conceptually bewildering
for both parties; my purpose in recalling it is to remind ‘us that if the
America moved from colonisation to trade, that of Indin
other way around. Constructions of the ‘other’ shifted 1
response to these changes; in Australia, for example, images of the
Aboriginal population changed drastically (from meekness, Savipely
supposed attribute) as the colonists encountered Aboriginil

history of
moved the

became its
resistance to working as manual labourers.
I have been suggesting that representations of the ‘other’ vty

according to the exigencies of colonial rule. At the same time, racial ide
ologies do not simply reflect economic and material factors. Europesh
discourses about Africans make it clear that even before the actul
enslavement and colonial plunder of Africans began, racist stercotyjes
which were obsessed with colour and nakedness were well in place, I
fact in several colonial situations these stereotypes provided an ideolug
cal justification for different kinds of exploitation. Therefore the relatioh

ship between racial ideologies and exploitation is better understood 8

COLONIAL AND POSTCOLONIAL IDENTITIES

dialectical, wi i i
. : 1 WM.I racial assumptions both arising out of and structuri
economic exploitation (Miles 1989: 27) o
Durin i i '
= g c.olomlal expansion and consolidation, the contradiction
universalism and racist th i i |
ought intensified E
seemed bent on the s i + black puople
upposedly impossible task i
: of washing black
white. The efforts to i i
convert natives accompani i
ied most colonial end
ours, even though the "
y were often unsuccessful. F i
‘ . From the earl
oy : iest ven-
R the fantasy of conversion was rampant, and sixteenth d
vent - ; g00
R eenli/? century plays, travelogues and pamphlets all showed ‘good’
(S, oroccans, ‘Indians’ ill1
R ; ) n{dlans and others willingly embracing
$ ; ct religious conversion begi
: ins to figure as a justi
~ Hon for economic : , e
plunder: for example, in The Tri
| - ‘ 5 ¢ Triumphs of Honour and
-. e pf'c;geaﬁc written by the well-known dramatist Thomas
L e Ind-r t g Lord Mayor of London’s inaugural ceremonies in
’ ian Queen celebrates her i
own conversion to Christiani
which, she says, * ——ey
, ‘settles such happiness’
. s’ on her that the
It spices” which the Engli i il
glish traders take away wi i
. ith them, indeed
tiches ' ) e
- sk‘md ltI;e sweetness of the east’ are only fair exchange for the
| ul knowledge’ that is now h
. ers. She also asks the vi
I el . ) the viewer to
B 1th'atrl1 C1{ntelle<:tual eye’, to see beyond her blackness and
ations with depravity, sin a
4 nd filth, and to i i
‘ ' : g perceive her inner
“!lt‘ln;. \lv.thh’ she suggests, is made possible by her new faith
¢ India ¢ i ‘
e n Queen’s speech here, like other writings of the period
‘ y mixes the language of religion with that of commerce: it i;
tommerce’ ;
- merce’ that becomes a crusader for Christianity. Two points
10 i ‘
| :Itluvnt h.ere. First, what was once impossible—washing the
Hte— i
W. " e llS now rendered feasible by Christianity. But in the
n c i .
m.' ln 1 colour is unyoked from moral qualities. The black queen
W be recogni
e :‘ccogmsed as good. Secondly, colonial plunder of goods is
' y the gift of Christianity. But if blackness can be washed
th g i i )
.,m L it nufms whiteness is also vulnerable to pollution. The recur
¢ ac . -
“u [ ()( llaldck people, Moors and heathens and other outsiders
W to Christiani
”":m( l lmstlamty try to keep at bay another set of anxieties
ed by the possibility of Christians ‘turning Turk’ (a phrase,
enters i i
ters the English Janguage during the Renaissance and begins

i for all betrayal i
é yals and desertions) and ‘goi
. As Peter Hulme reminds us, Furopeans going
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_— T
the boundaries of civility proved extraordinarily permeable in the

i icti xample
other direction. just as Othello was a single, ﬂctlona,l .cour;‘tere tSpof
s of Christians who ‘turned Turk’ in the por
enth and seventeenth

ert, uniquely remem-

to the thousand wh "
Southern Europe and North Africa in the sixte

centuries, so Pocahontas was a unique conv

bered. -

ctivities expanded, but so did

As colonialism advanced, missiopary @
Buropean fears of contamination.

Ideologies of racial difference
into the discourse of science, wh
between the biological features o

were intensified by their incorporati.un
ich intensified the supposed con.nectum
f each group and its psychological “,M
social attributes. Linnaeus had drawn a distinction -between SI] ngr,::/z(/jil(u
and homo monstrous, by 1758, Mary Lo.uise Pratt poft»s O;/tg; e
egory had been further bifurcated in John Burke’s

Pedigree into the following:

Wild Man. Four footed, mute, halry.' raie block, seeighl
b  American. Copper coloured, choleric, erect. au]r3 lagl, mf'm
: . obstinate, content;
i i ide: face harsh; beard scanty;
thick; nostrils wide; ‘ e
i i ith fine red lines. Regulated by
free. Paints himself with : wons. 3
Buropean. Fair, sanguine, brawny; hait yellow,. browln, Sti".“"
blue; gentle, acute, inventive. Covered with close ve
; )
Governed by laws. -
g1 ; eyes
d  Asiatic. Sooty, melancholy, rigid. Hair black; nzs
haughty, covetous. Covered with loose garments.
)

dark; SeVeIre,
Governed by

inions. . . o
(l)f}lriclan Black, phlegmatic, relaxed. Hair black, ﬁ‘lZZlCd., 51\4”]‘ l::mv"
‘ nose flat, lips tumid; crafty, indolent, negligent. Annoints I

with grease. Governed by caprice.

i classifien
‘Except for monsters and wild men, the classifi

As Pratt comments, vs <choolbooks’ (1992: 32)

n exists barely modified in some of tO.da
Three points about scientific theories ©

fairly diverse and not always in a}greemeﬂ rith 008 B tensif
noted. First, the idea of biologically constitute

tio

f race (which are ac ey

t with one another) should I
il e
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eurlier contradiction between racial difference and the Biblical notion of
the human species as a unitary creation of God. Many scientists
fttempted to erase this contradiction by suggesting that environmental
lictors such as climate had mutated the single originary species.
However, science itself revived an older objection to this argument by
pointing out that when people were moved to new locations their racial
ateributes did not change. The movement of African slaves to the
Americas and elsewhere was cited as an example (Miles 1989: 33).
Robert Young discusses how the question ‘Are human beings a single
Apecies or not?” was the central issue at the heart of anthropological, cul-
firal and scientific debates throughout the nineteenth century. Different
Mpecies were supposed to be unable to sexually reproduce with each
Mther, Thus the interpretation of ‘race’ as ‘species’ tries to deny the pos-
Mbility of inter-mixing between races, and the inevitable dissolution of
el difference. But the mixed populations of places like the West
Ilies and pares of the United States obviously gave the lie to any
#tion of black and white as distinct species. One response was to argue
Mhat Intermixtures between races led to diminishing fertility. Another
W (0 suggest that racial difference indicated variety wirhin a single
MWeies, rather than different species altogether. Young traces some of
M tenwions between Enlightenment ideals of universality and equality
M theories of racial difference, pointing out that

Hebates about theories of race in the nineteenth century, by settling
0 the possibility or impossibility of hybridity, focused explicitly on the
~Ihhue of sexuality and the issue of sexual unions between whites and
Mlaeks. Theories of race were thus also covert theories of desire.

(Young 1995: 9)

Iy, sclentific discussions of race, rather than challenging earlier
Mereotypes of savagery, barbarism, and excessive sexuality,
und developed these. By attributing racial characteristics to
Wl differences such as skull and brain sizes, or facial angles, or
. Wil by insisting on the connection between these factors and
‘ Wil cultural aceributes, science turned ‘savagery’ and ‘civilisation’
whil permanent conditions. Again, such fixity seems to contra-
Wnperial claim of civilising the natives: if savagery is a biological
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ans seems pointless. Thus, in

provement by social me
odor Waitz's Introduction 10

condition then im
hropologist The

1859, the German ant
Anthropology pronounced:

nkind, there must be a natural aris-

If there be various species of ma
hite species as opposed to the

tocracy among them, 2 dominant W
lower races who by their origin are destined to serve the nobility of

mankind, and may be tamed, trained, and used like domestic ani
_ fattened or used for physiologica\ or other experiments
ction. To endeavour t0 lead them to a higher
| development would be as foolish as 10

Id, by cultivation, bear peaches, or the mon
rever the lower races prove

hey must be abandoned to
| destination. All wars
y of the

mals, or .
without any compun
morality and intellectua
expect that lime trees wou
key would learn to speak by training. Whe
useless for the service of the white man, t

their savage state, it being their fate and natura
of extermination, whenever the lower species are in the wa

white man, are fully justifiable.
(quoted Young 1995 7)

association of ‘race’ and ‘nation’. From the

ries, the word ‘race’ was often read as syl
f social collectivities such as ‘kinsfolk

‘lineage’, ‘home’ and ‘family’. At other times, ‘race’ and ‘caste’ were Ul |
as interchangeable terms. ‘Race’ thus became 2 matker of an ‘imagin il
community’, a phrase that Benedict Andesson has used in relation to the
nation. Both nations and races are imagined as communities which bind
fellow human beings and demarcate them from others. Both speak 1
members of all classes and genders (although this does not mean that all

genders ar¢ treated as equal within them). From the w8
the connections between the formatiu

) and the articulation of the superions

Thirdly, science extended the
sixteenth to eighteenth centu
onymous with various forms 0

classes and
teenth century on, We can trace
of the English nation (for example
ties of the Anglo-Saxon race (see Loomba 200
the eighteenth century calcified the assumption
for cultural formation and historical developme
regarded as the expression of biological and racia
ing of race and pation Wwas especially powerfu
Gobineau and others who articulated fascist doctrines.

2). Scientific racism (oM
that race is responil g
nt. Nations arce OFH
1 atcributes. The yule
1 in the writingh a
While sometings
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nations can i i i-raci
el hbe imagined as multi-racial, more often, as in the case of
alia, the very idea of nati i =
. : onhood w i
 Gbedigimgieh ood was developed by excluding cer-
- ; as the Aboriginal peoples (Miles 1989: 89, 91)
es i . .
e een, the connection between the outer manifestf;cion of
g ence ial di ‘ f
i and the moral and social differences they were supposed
. ‘ . D0SCC
. ar fened over time. According to Hayden White, the id
g ‘ i ideo-
e ; Ct O th; term ‘noble savage’ is ‘to draw a distincti(;n bet
sumed types of humani i " her
ity on manifestl litati
- ‘ . y qualitative grounds, rather
o 17)51¥)§rﬁc1a1 bases as skin color, physiognomy, or social status’
' . i : "
. e noble savage idea therefore represents a rupture, a
on, a i ol
- p(;lmt at vs./hlch the seamless connections between inferiorit
e n;: cdaracterlstlcs are disturbed. Similarly, the convert'ed h .
und the i i , be
. e }uca.ted native are images that cannot entirely or easily be
B ti) the idea of absolute difference. While at one level t}:lh
ent ¢ i i §
R ‘s-b-i omafl achievements, at another they stand for impurity anz
ssibility of mixing, or t
. 1 o use a term tha
tcolonial theory, ‘hybridity’ ¢ has become central o
'l|| . )
\eorie i i i
B S cl>f race, and racial classifications were often attempts to deal
¢ rea i i 1 idisati s
L o][r1 1maimed hybridisation’ that was a feature of colonial
everywhere. A table fro .,
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If miscegenation was a nightmare, colonial administrators neverthe-
less dreamt of racial mixings that would produce the ideal colonial sub-
ject. Here is what Sir Harry Johnson, the first commissioner of British
Central Africa, visualised in 1894:

On the whole, | think the admixture of yellow that the Negro requires
should come from India, and that eastern Africa and British central
Africa should become the America of the Hindu. The mixture of the
two races would give the Indian the physical development which he
lacks, and he in turn would transmit to his half-Negro offspring the
industry, ambition, and aspiration towards civilized life which the
Negro so markedly lacks.

(quoted Robinson 1983: 131)

luce has thus functioned as one of the most powerful and yet the most
ugile markers of human identity, hard to explain and identify and even
Matder to maintain. Today, skin colour has become the privileged
mrker of races which are thought of as

sither ‘black’ or ‘white’ but never ‘big-eared’ and ‘small-eared’. The
fact that only certain physical characteristics are signified to define
‘taces’ in specific circumstances indicates that we are investigating
not a given, natural division of the world's population, but the appli-
gatlon of historically and culturally specific meanings to the totality of

human physiological variation ... ‘races’ are socially imagined rather
than biological realities.

| (Miles 1989: 71)

Mhile colour is taken to be the prime signifier of racial identity, the latter
\willy shaped by perceptions of religious, ethnic, linguistic, national,
undl class differences. ‘Race’ as a concept receives its meanings con-
lly, und in relation to other social groupings and hierarchies, such as
unel class. For example, Paul Gilroy has explored how:

Wl Iden of the city as a jungle where bestial, predatory values prevail
praceded the large-scale settlement of Britain by blacks in the post-war
th. It has contributed significantly to contemporary definitions of




106 COLONIAL AND POSTCOLONIAL IDENTITIES

i ishlieht the supposed primitivism
. e ty areas. This is the context

ote the urban crisis as a

‘race’, part i i

and violence of black residents in inner-cl

in which ‘race’ and racism come to conn o o
This connection between contemporary

e is a relational concept

the city is an important reminder that ‘race

which does not have fixed referents. (1994: 409)

1 the Inu(ablllty ﬁﬂd C [1Structedﬂess Of race many
o 5
gnﬁ

o ks and others substitute it with

ey .

writers frame the word within quote mat B A it
despite the fact that racial classifica o

e need to remember that 1t 18 d

Ethnic, tribal and other commu

i i iti at have served (0
i roupings are social constructions and 1dentities thAfﬂca -y
t 1 -
rb11 yhgo press people and radicalise them. In southef;n t.ati;n o
s i ifferenty
jal 'Iijoal roupings were cransformed by wkpce diffe s
R et icular kinds of jobs to different groups of P
P i created ethnic and racial ident
£ tribal creation. I

ethnicity’. Bu
‘ ion’ we

eral levels a ‘delusion and a myth,

00 real in its pernicious social effects.

assignment of :

Colonial regimes manipulated as we141 ash el e

ties. But Africans also part1c1pated in the pro e el i

f . he same tribalism also fed into the creation O S
the | )

e s (Ranger 1982). Similarly, the discourse of race

men

S A
appt()prlated aﬂd lIlVefted by aﬂtl‘colonlal and blaCk r651StaﬁC6 l“\) |

gles Su 1 O we mOVementS. But
de i Black pO T
N Ch as the Negrltu : »
y istance mOVemeﬂtS haVe had to Struggle to Mﬂﬂjf”7 , @ \(‘“l’l
man’ resis ' N
Sl‘IXl[)ly iﬂvef(, eXiStiﬂg diSCOufSeS ab()uc race. Iﬂ hlS I-elnﬁ.l kab]e &ll l‘ ”.|
()g a‘) y 0 W to 'Y 71 O a l(le a ([e lll)eS ]\()W t] € l '
h 5 L ﬂg ﬂl}é F ceaont, NelS n M ; SC . H“"
})ICX task f()f the Aﬁicaﬂ Natlonal C()Ilg[eSS was t l '

SOLL all‘y acro! AV.de at ha €€ al ‘f’(‘tl .IIII'
ld 1 Cross the facial aﬂd tfibal dl 1ades th h d b n calcin

i i te.
institutionalised by the apartheid sta | ol ciferences il
T up, then perceived or constructed f2 cnees
s , it jalist and/or I

formed i;ltO very real inequalities by colonialis it O
i d ideologies Accordingly, the analysis of rac: must tal N

; i i 1 SS1011%,

i jal di nations and oppre
of racial discrimi |
e o dness of the concept il

est, most com

regimes an
nisance of b
1 e
well as call attentionl to the construc't dnes aped coneep
i ial constructio
ablished that raci

R her social hierarchies, we¢ 8

ide ot
lar historical contexts and alongside

examine more SpeCIflcally the felatlo[lshlp betWeEIl race a[ld Cl(l&\
>
3

COLONIAL AND POSTCOLONIAL IDENTITIES 107

RACE, CLASS AND COLONIALISM

In Charlotte Bronté’s novel Jame Eyre, the young orphan Jane is to be
sent away from the house of her rich relatives who think of her as a
budly behaved burden. Jane chooses to go to a boarding house rather
than to her poorer relations because, she says, ‘I was not heroic enough
1 purchase liberty at the price of caste’ (1981: 19). Caste was of course a
tuhcept that became familiar in England from colonial experiences in
Inddia, and it marked a social, economic and religious hierarchy overlaid
With connotations of purity and pollution, similar to those that shape
the Idea of race. For the young Jane a movement down the class ladder
‘l understood as a transgression of caste, a virtual crossing of racial
~livides. Robert Young points out that ‘If, according to Marxism, race
“Mnild be properly understood as class, it is clear that for the British
s classes class was increasingly thought of in terms of race’. He cites
fitst version of D. H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover as an
Mstaiice: when Connie thinks of her lover Parkin at home in his shirt
Veu, cating bloaters for tea and saying ‘thaese’ for ‘these’, she gives
§ the idea of moving in with him, for ‘culturally he was another race’
g 1995: 96). Precisely the opposite sort of movement is registered
Hanif Kureishi’'s film My Beautiful Laundrette (1985) in which a
We working-class lad suggests to his Pakistani employer that as a
I White person he should not evict his Caribbean tenant. The land-

plies: ‘I am a professional businessman, not a professional
I’ As an upwardly mobile immigrant, the landlord refuses to
K the class distinctions that fracture racially oppressed communi-
M miich as racially dominant ones. In this section we will examine
Beiection of race and class in the colonial context.

heie have been two broad tendencies in analyses of race and ethnic-
fltst, which stems from Marxist analysis, can be referred to as
Bulnmic because it regards social groupings, including racial ones,
‘ Oly determined and explained by economic structures and pro-
A Colonialism was the means through which capitalism achieved
ikl expansion. Racism simply facilitated this process, and was the
U through which the labour of colonised people was appropriated.
Sl approach, which has been called ‘sociological’, and derives
hmn the work of Max Weber, argues that economic explanations
Lient for understanding the racial features of colonised societies.
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While the first approach can be functionalist in its understanding of
race, the second tends to ignore economic questions. While they cannot
be separated into watertight compartments, Of the whole, the former
approach privileges class, and the latter race in understanding colonial
societies. The differences between them are not merely theoretical but
have direct consequences for political struggles. If racial relations are
largely the offshoot of economic structures, then cleatly the effort should
be to transform the latter; on the other hand, if this is not the case,

racial oppression needs to be accorded a different political weightage

and specificity.
A sophisticated dialogue between these tWO tendencies, exemplified

by the work of sociologist John Rex, has helped develop a moge dialecti-
cal approach to this question. Rex (1980) suggests that in South Africa,
capitalism was installed through the enforced labour of the Bantu peo-
ples. Thus race relations were crucial in making available a labour force.
In Capital, Marx had suggested that capitalism depends upon ‘the free
labourer selling his labour power’ to the owner of the means of produc

tion (1961: 170). But in South Africa, as in a variety of other colonial
situations, the labout of colonised peoples was commissioned through
variety of coercive measures. It was not free labour at all. Rex quotes af
East African setcler to make his point: “We have stolen his land. Now
we must steal his limbs. ... Compulsory labour is the corollary of ou
occupation of the country’ (1980: 129). ‘Classical’ Marxism attributes
capitalism’s efficiency to its having replaced slavery and crude forms ol
“fre¢’ labour market in which the force is exerted
through economic pressufe. But under colonialism, according to Rex,
these other supposedly outdated features of control carry on, not as 1
nants of the past but as integral features of the capitalist present. Race and
which unfree labour is pressed into colonialisl

coercion with the

racism are the basis on
service.

Racist ideologie
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This is not of course to say that the use of force ceases with slave
emancipation. In some countries like South Africa it is systematically
mobilized on a political level to ensure continued white supremacy. But
it is to say that when inequality, exploitation and oppression are chal-
lenged by economic liberalism, they have to be opposed by doctrines
which explain the exceptions to the rule. While it is admitted that all
men are equal, some men are deemed to be more equal than others.

(Rex 1980: 131)

Yhat is why some critics have suggested that racial hierarchies are the
Iugic formula’ which allow capitalism to expand and find all the labour
puwer it needs, and yet pay even lower wages, and allow even fewer free-
Ui than are given to the white working classes (Wallerstein 1988: 33).
Wl difference, in such an analysis, is more than a by-product of class rela-
M, although it is firmly connected to economic structures. Also impot-
i to Rex’s analysis is the question of internalisation of racial ideologies, to
el we will turn in the next section. Thus Rex’s approach, says Stuart
'yields a “Marx plus Fanon” sort of argument’ (1980: 315).

* Wl precise intersection of racial ideologies with the process of class
ation depended both upon the kinds of societies which colonial
14 penetrated and the specific racial ideologies that emerged there.

mee relations put into place during colonialism survive long after
y of the economic structures underlying them have changed. The
untlon of African slaves still haunts their descendants, the
Itles of colonial rule still structure wages and opportunities for
Wty from once-colonised countries or communities, the racial
ypes that we identified earlier still circulate, and contemporary
| imbalances are built upon those inequities that were consolidated
the colonial era. A complex amalgam of economic and racial fac-
ftes in anchoring the present to the colonial past.

swdding to Stuart Hall, one of the most valuable aspects of emer-
Whisories is to show more precisely how this anchoring works, and
I structures contemporary relations between the once-colonised
s and their erstwhile masters. The classical Marxist view that
Win will eventually erase pre-capitalist economic systems does not
W work either with regard to colonial societies or in the postcolo-
W, In The Communist Manifesto Marx and Engels suggested that
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Is there a less restrictive way of conceptualising the role of colonial-
Im in the development of capitalism? Stuart Hall (1980) indicates an
ulternative perspective via current debates on plantation slavery. The
alave, unlike the worker under capitalism, does not own his or her
lbour power. Thus she/he is not a worker in the same way as the free
Wige labourer. The slave’s relations with the master are markedly differ-
#it than those between the worker and the capitalist. However, the
sluve (via the slave trade) as well as the fruits of the slave’s labour enters
wil circulates within the global capitalist market. Mercantile capital
Wided the slave trade as well as the trade in plantation goods. Hence
ﬂlmnti(m slavery was made possible via colonial, agrarian as well as
Mpitalist practices and relations. The non-capitalist practice of slavery
BN lats with, feeds into, and aids, the development of capitalism. Thus
M capitalist modes do not simply give way to capitalist ones in any
Iple teleological sense, but persist precisely because they contribute

e growth of the latter. The relation between them is not simple

Mtence but what Hall describes as ‘an articulation between different

' ol production, structured in some relation of dominance’ (1980:

I This analysis is extremely useful in understanding why capitalism
8 Wt simply erase pre-capitalist formations and relations. It is in the
{ ol capitalism that certain older social structures zor be totally
tined, and certain older forms of exploitation based on racial and
hierarchies continue to make available cheap labour. If plantation
e provided cheaper labour than would otherwise have been

¥, today the non-capitalist sector continues to play an analogous
pltalism coexists with, or is ‘articulated” with, these other modes
thon, but this coexistence is structured by the dominance of

. which therefore benefits from it.

Mhis section, we have considered only the general framework
Which class and race may be articulated together; the manner in

Wl ideologies and images shaped class relations and percep-

W in differenc periods. In early modern Europe, travelling

i Iwho were usually poor peddlers) were routinely perceived as

.’ il bluck. Noah’s curse upon the descendants of his son Ham
tly used to explain the servitude of European peasants, much
Ieiame a rationalization of blackness. Racially marginalised

ulao described in terms of servitude, as in the expression
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that a Jew is ‘a slave to the world’ (see Loomba 2002). In eighteenth-
century Burope, Hayden White points out, the image of the noble sav-
age fuelled bourgeois critiques of the nobility:

the concept of Noble Savage stands over against, and undercuts, the
notion, not of the Wild Man, but rather of ‘noble man’. ... The very
notion of ‘man’ is comprehensible only as it stands in opposition to
«wild’ and that term’s various synonyms and cognates. There is no con-
tradiction in ‘wild savage’ since these are in fact the same words. ...
But given the theory of the classes prevailing at the time, Noble Savage
is an anomaly, since the idea of nobility (or aristocracy) stands opposed
to the presumed wildness and savagery of other social orders as ‘civil-
ity stands to ‘barbarism’. As thus envisaged, the Noble Savage idea
represents not so much an elevation of the idea of the native as a

demotion of the idea of nobility.
(White 1987:191)

And Peter Hulme suggests that the development of ‘the discourse of the
plantation, which recognized only two locations, inside and outside,
white and black ... was itself to provide a central image for the clasy
struggle of industrial Burope’ (1981: 75).

In relation to the twentieth century, there has been considerable work
around the dynamic intessection of race and class, especially in Britain. A
pioneering study pointed out that the class relations within which black
working-class people exist ‘function as race relations. The two are insepi
cable. Race is the modality in which class is lived. [t is also the mediun
in which class relations are experienced. This ... has consequences for the
whole class, whose relation to their conditions of existence is now syste
atically transformed by race’ (Hall e /. 1978: 394). Many anti-colonil
intellectuals had previously grappled with this connection between ruc
and class, which is why even the Marxists among them found Negrituds
so compelling. They needed to foreground the question of race because,
as Aimé Césaire put it, ‘Marx is all right, but we need to complete Marx
(1972: 70). Césaire writes the colonial encounter as an equation: ‘colonl
sation = “thingification” (1972: 21). This ‘thingification’, or the redu
tion of the colonised person into an object, was achieved not only hy
turning her/him into ‘an instrument of production’, but also, by Westeil

COLONIAL AND POSTCOLONIAL IDENTITIES

includ; . . .

'dudIl;lg some radical or socially progressive accounts) of sub-
ati s B ‘
o on. Man? needed to be ‘completed’, Freud and his legacy
ed to be re-written, for reasons that we will now examine

PSYCHOANALYSIS AND COLONIAL SUBJECTS

In The Deicez'wm, John Masters’s 1952 novel set in the colonial India of
1825, William Savage, an Bast India Company official, finds him‘self
lnvu.w(-rsogating Gopal, a local weaver who has disappea;ed and wh
wuf'r. th‘mking him dead, is about to immolate herself band becomos'e
Mitl; William soon discovers that Gopal is alive and part of a flou ‘eh(1
iy ‘lmnd of Thugs (Deceivers) or highway robbers who strangled trllis i
¥ictims with scarves and supposedly owed allegiance to Kaliga Hi er
poddess who carries connotations of female power sexuz’il‘t P 3
tbelliousness. William infiltrates the Thugs in orde’r to unclle};’stznd
thelr operations and to wipe them out. In the process, he discovnr
thut he possesses their skills of strangulation as well as ’the abilit ets
terpret certain omens, believed to be signs from Kali, which dic};at:
'I‘hum.:clc operations. Through the novel, William be’comes increas-
.Mly ulfenated from his Western self, and finds himself intoxicated b
the thrill .of murder and the power of Kali. He participates iz
Phuggee ricuals, including the eating of a certain consecrated sugar
5 e sweetness of Kali’ which marks the allegiance of the bandit togth,
b tless and her protection in return: “You are hers and she is ourﬁ"
& | 9821 179-180). Hussein, an ex-Thug turned informer fo}; thS
Weleish, had previously warned him that none who partake of the
Ivml sugar can escape Kali’s seductive power. After Willi h s
il the sugar, Hussein laments: St

Jou are a Deceiver, from this dawn on for ever. A strangler. ... It doesn’t
Matter what a man thinks he is. When he eats consecrated s.t;iigar on the
blanket, in front of the pick-axe, he is a strangler, because Kali ent’ers into
. WM. .. Now you will never return to your office ... Kali wills it, so it is.

(1952: 185-186)

" thmlf official dedicated to the ‘civilising mission” but wanting to
I Indians, Savage had started out with a ‘bactle within himself’
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