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shown to be an integral part of coionial violence' As Obeyesekere

rcminds us, a

discourse is not just speech; it is imbedded in a historical and cultural

context and expressed often in the frame of a scenario or cultural per'

formance. lt is about practice: the practice of science, the practice of

cannibalism. lnsofar as the discourse evolves it begins to affect the

practice.
(i992:65o)

COLON IAL AN D
POSTCOLON IAL I DENTITI ES

STRUCTINC RACIAL AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCE

human beings essentialry rhe same or different? Is difference defined
rily by racial arrribures? coloniar and raciar discourses and their
ant ficrions and sciences, as well as anti_colonial thought, have

preoccupied with these questions. The .othering,of 
vast numbers of

'e by European colonialisr rhought, and rheir constr,rction as back-
and inferior, depended upon what Abdul JanMohamed calls the
:hean allegory', in which a binary and impiacable discursive oppo-
between races is produced (19g5: 60). Such oppositions are ..r.,.iol,

only for creating images of non-Europ.unr, b.ri ulro for consrructing
rfopean self rherefore many anti-coroniar and postcolonial cririquel

upied wirh uncovering the way in which they work in colonial-
:esentations. But now, many critics are beginning ro ask whether,
process of exposing the ideological and historical functioning of

binaries, we are in danger of reproducing them. Do we end up over_
nsising culrural/racial difference and arterity, albeit from a different

ical srandpoint rhan those ofcolonialisr discourses?
realiry any simple binary opposition berween 'colonisers, and
d'or between races is undercut by the fact that there are enormous
and racial differences within each of rhese categories as well as

ers berween rhem. What should be our straregy in dismantling the
of such beliefs? Several critics, and most no,u[iy Homi K. Bhabha,
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have emphasised the failure of colonial regimes to produce stable and fixed

identities, and suggested that 'hybridity' of identities and the 'ambiva-

lence' o[ coloniai discourse more adequately describe the dynamics of the

colonial encouflter. But JanMohamtJ "gt"' 
that ambivalence is itself a

product of imperial dupticity' and that uodern€ath it all' a Manichean

di.ho,o-y between coloniser and colonised is what reaily strucrures colo-

nial relations, These are tricky questions and we will approach them by

examining various discourses ubot't 
'utiul 

difference and how they work in

relation to cluss, gender, sexuality and other social hierarchies'

First of all, racial stereotyping is not the product of modern colonial-

ism alone, but goes back to the Greek and Roman periods which pro-.

vide some abiding templates for subsequent European images ol'

'barbarians' and outsiders' Tf'"" were reworked in medieval and eariy

modern Europe, where Christianity became 'the prism through which

all knowledge of the world was refracted' (Miies 1989: 16)' But' sincc

theBibleh.ldthutallhumanbeingswerebrothersdescendedfromthc
same parents, the presence of 'savages' and 'monsters' was not easy t()

explain. One response was to locate them as creatures who had incurretl

God's wrath-hence the Biblical assoclation of blackness with thc

descendants of Ham, Noah's bad son, and with the forces of evil'

However, such an explanation created more conceptual problems than it

solved. If there was a single origin for all humanity' then presumably

these fallen people could 
-bt 

b'o'gi't back into the fold' and convertctl

to Christian ways. But could racial difference be so easily shed? In early

modern times, aphorisms such as the impossibility of 'washing tlre

Ethiope white' were commonly used to indicate the biological basis arrtl

hence the immutability of race and colour' For example' Thonrlr

Palmer's Two Hundred bosies, England's earliest koown embiem b<xrk

(first published 1555), depicts, under the title 'Impossible things" two

white men washing a black man' The accompanying lines read:

Why washeste thou the man of lndel ' ' '

lndurate heart of heretics

Much blacker than the mole;

With word or writte who seeks to Purge

Starke dead he blows the coal'
(r988:56)
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This image was extremely common throughout the sixteenth and seven-

teenth centuries. In medieval and early modern Europe, Christian iden-

tities were constructed in opposition to Islam, Judaism or heathenism
(which loosely incorporated all other religions, nature worship, pagan-

ism and animism). Above all, it was Islam that fi,rnctioned as the pre-

dominant binary opposite of and threat to Christianity (Chew 1937).

Religious difference thus became (often rather confusedly) an index of
and metaphor for racial, cuitural and ethnic differences. Shylock's refer-

ence to his 'tribe' includes all these shades of meaning. The term

'Moors' at first referred to Arab Muslims, but although not all Muslims
were dark-skinned (and travelogues as well as Iiterary texts abound with
rcferences to white Moors), over time Moors came overwhelmingly to be

tssociated with blackness, as is evident from the term 'blackamoors'.

Religious and cultural prejudice against both blackness and Islam, each

of which was seen to be the handiwork of the Devil, intensified the con-

Nction between them.
r lVith European colonial expansion. and nation-building, these earlier

ldeas (and their contradictions) were intensified, expanded and reworked

tce Loomba 2002). Despite the enormous differences between the colo'
enterprises ofvarious European nations, they seem to generate faidy

llmilar stereotypes ef '6u1sidsrs'-both those outsiders who roamed far

on the edges of the wodd, and those who (like the Irish) lurked
tably nearer home. Thus laziness, aggression, violence, greed,

promiscuity, bestiality, primitivism, innocence and irrationality
attributed (often contradictorily and inconsistently) by the English,

, Dutch, Spanish and Portuguese colonists to T[rks, Africans,

ive Americans, Jews, Indians, the Irish, and others. It is aiso worth
that some of these descriptions were used for working-class pop-

or women within Europe. But, at the same time, travel collec-

like Principall Nauigations or Hakluytus Posthumus do not simply
some generalised 'other', but also begin to shape particular
of 'Indians': Americans as opposed to 'Turks' or Africans as

to the people of 'Iodoostan'. \7hi1e these are rather confused

ies ('Moors' for example being a term that applies vaguely to all
ican 'Indiaos') these collections arc early ethnographies that

y note, blur and produce the specific features of different
peoples. Note the contradiction here: the subtleties of
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other hand, 'the East' is constructed as barbaric ot tlt'gt ttt'tirtt''

lirrropeans travelled in botl-r directions in search ofwealth. lltrt il, rrr r lr,'

Ncw \7or1d, to r.rse Stephen Greenbiatt's words, 'the Eltrolrcat: tltt"trtt'

crrcllessly reiterated in the literature of exploration, is of chc glossly

rrrrequal gift exchange: I give yolr a 8lass bead and you give nre a pt'itt'l

wortlr half your tribe' (199t:110), in the Ottoman or Mughal tcrrito-

rics, that dream turned into an endless nightmare in which rlrt'

litrropean peatls were treated as baubles by Eastern emperors' In a lettcr

to l'ris employers, the East India Company, Sir Thomas Roe, resident firr

nrnr)y years at the court of the Mr:ghal Emperor Jahangir, complainetl

tlrat the presents sent by the Company 'are extremely despised by those

lwhol have seen them; the lyning of tl.re coach and cover of the vir-

girralls scorned. .., Here are nothing esteemed but of the best sorts:

grx>cl cloth and fine, rich pictures ... soe that they laugh at us for such

rrs wee bring' (1926:76-71). In 1601 James I allocated f5,332 to the

l.cvant Company for a preseflt to the Turkish Sultan, rvho was, like the

Mughal Emperor Jahangir, always unimpressed. The English turned

tlrcir fleeling of inadequacy into an account of Oriental Sreed or lack of

tnrurners. Edward Terry described the Mughal Jahangir's heart as 'cov-

rtous' and 'so unsatiable, as that it never knows when it hath enough;

lx.irrg like a bottomless purse, that can never be fill'd' (1651 378-379).

Mctlieval notions of wealth, despotism, and power attaching to the East

(rrrrtl especiaily to the Islamic East) were thus reworked to create an

nltr.rnative version ofsavagery understood not as lack ofcivilisation br-rt

Ir u) cxcess of it, as decadence rather than primitivism
l)iflerences were 'noted' within each group as well. Columbus distin-

;flrishecl between 'canibales' and 'indios'-the former were reptesented as

vrolctrt and brutish, the latter as gentle and civil. Both, however, were

rgrrrrled as inferior to the rvhite people. In some cases, colout was the

nrost irnportant signifier ofcultural and racial difference (as in the repre-

t ntirtions of Africans) and in othet cases it was less remarked upon (as in

tlrc tirse ofthe Irish). In fact the lack ofcolour difference intensifiul tht
Ilrt'rt,r of the colonial vis-'i-vis the Irish. Thus Charles Kingsley observecl

lltrr lris first trip to Ireland: 'I am haunted by the human chimpanzees I

$w ulong that hundred miles of horrible countfy. ... But to see rvltitc

rlrrnrlranzees is dreadful; if they were black, one would not feel it str

il1r(lr, bst their skins, except where tanned by exposurel are 1s wltitc rts
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cach ettcounter recorded by collectors t.t'"', 
travel narratives like

I{ictrard Eden, Gian u';t;i' R'-tt'io' Richard Hakluyt and Samuel

Pr-rrchas contribilted t" 'f-" 

"ttt'"tidation 
of various European national

cultures, a pan-European '$(estern' culture and a central division

between EuroPe and its 'others"

Columbus's '"'itt'tt"'lUottt the location of Inciia swelled to become rr

netaphor for this division' As Samuel Purchas noted in 1614 the'namc

of Inclia is now applied to all farre-distant Countries' not in thc

extfeeme limits of arru ,rorr.; but even to rvhole America' through thc

error ... in the \(estern *o'ri' frOr+: 411) In unravelling the historics

of 'race', the real diffk*l;;1i;' in walking the tightrope between high-

lighting tl.re specificity uy'uu'iot" images and recognising the flexibility

of colonial ideologies'

Contact with racial others was structured by the imperatives of differ-

ent colonial practices, '"J 
tnt nature of pre-colonial societies' Early colo-

nial discourse, ai*i"g'i'l-'ed between people regarded as barbarous

infideis (such as 
'f''" 

iniut'itu'-tts of Russia' Central Asia' Turkey) an'l

those who *t" ton"tottecl as savage (such as the inhabitants of tht

Americas and Africa)' Ptttt H'tme identifies a central division betwect'

colonial 'discursive practices which relate to occupied territory'where'tlrt'

rlu". n"or'tlon has i""' "' o '" 
o::-1:':::'ff:r1:1;1#i"J,:" 

,
ever meafls' ancl 'those pertaining to terrltory \r

based primatily on the"ontroi Jttude' "' America and India" he sitys'

'can exemplify ut', 'ooriif 'his 
division' which also manifests itself as ''

Jisctrrsive ai"iat Utt*?tn tho" native peoples perceivetJ as being 
'rr'

some seflse,'ciuilizea" ai'rj rhose not ...'tigsO' 2*3)' \rith respect to tlr'

Americas, Columbus's arrival functions as an 'originary mornent' tlrrrr

criminishes ,ru,i.r" t-rir,ori.. and cultures which precede it and that is err'l

Iessly revisited b, *t;;;;;t"t encounters. (Greenblatt 1991: 12-1))' lt'

the East, however, t;l;t*"t' only adds another layer to a thick;rrr'l

cotrfi,ise<l pre-history: tot onfy had other Europeans always gone beli'rt

btrt before Europeans ott"' fo"igoers had trodden so that no one ct'trl'l

s,ry of India, " 
n'itgf iia of G"i*ana' that she still had her 'maideuht''r'l

N. ttne encounter ct-'uld be cliscursively enshrined as primary'

,l'lresc differences- feeci into colonial stefeotyping' *t* Y'lil '

,irriv(,s, rrave been p-i..-.a as birthe.I by the European encountet rvrrlr

tlt.rrr; acct>rdittgty, uii"o'-rrse of primitivism surrounds them' Orr rl"



96 COLONIAL AND POSTCOLONIAL IDENTITIES

ours'(quotedbyGibbonslggl:96)'Theconstrrrctionofracialdiffer-
ences had to do with the nature of the societies which Europeaas visited'

the class of people who wele being observed, as well as whether trade or

settlement *u, ih. obiective of the visitors' The crucial point is that such.

constructions were based on certain observed features, rhe imperatives of

the coionists, and preconceptions about the natives' Moreover' they were

filtered through the dynamics of actual encoufltefs. 'construction' shoulcl

not thus be understood as a process which totaily excludes those who

were being represented, although this does not meafl that the vast Popu-

lations that were stereotyped in colonial discourses were responsible for

their own images. Rather, the very process of misrepresentation worketl

upon certain specific features of the situatioo at hand' Thus misrepresen-

tations or constructions need to be unravelled rather than simPly

attributed to some timeless, unchanging notion of racism or Orientalisnr'

obeyesekere's analysis of cannibalism in the Pacific islands (discussed in

the previous chapter) is a good example ofsuch untavelling'

colonisers differed in their modes of intelacting with the local poptt-

lations, thus producing variable racial discourses and identities' l.trt

examPle, the Spanish in America and the Portuguese in India settlctl

down in the lands they colonised, adopted local manners and intcr-

married in a way that the English derided' Eventually,.inter-marriagcr

and concubinage blurred racial distinctions and created a populatiolr

which acted as a strong base for colonial rule' According to some colll'

mentators, this showed a 'lack of racial feeling' on the part of tlrc

Portuguese or the Spaflish. But in fact colour and race consciottsttt'rr

marked even the policy of cohabitation, and ,?!cial distinctions contirl

ued to inform the subsequent 'mixed' social order' Albuquerque invirerl

his men to marfy .the white and beautiful' widows and daughters of tlu

defenders of Goa, making a distinction between them and the dtrkrl

South Indian women whom he called 'Negresses" The Jesuit priert

Francis Xavier, who worked in both India and the Spice Islands, <lrrw

sharp colour lines even as he urged the casados to marry their local tott'

cubines, encouraging the men to abandon the dark ones and even ollrt'

ing to find lighter-skinned substitutes for them' Class was itlso lll

important factor in interracial marriages, with poorer casados mttrryllU

locally and the elite keeping mistresses' but also maintaining theit trlnl'

riages in Portugal. Similar fine-tuning is evident in Latin Anrrthl
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there the hybrid population resuiting from spanish and Incrian sexr.rar

contact encoded a complex hierarchy ofcolour, class and gender.
British colonialism, on the other hand, did nor allow fbr easy social

or sexual coflracr with local peoples. Although of course this policy was
hrrdly watertight or successful, in India it also reflected the natr-rre of
Colonial administrarion, which functioned to a large extent through
local authorities and existing power srrucrures. Thus it often incorp<>
ll?ed rather than disturbed native hierarchies: in Bengal, for example,
3tr were coilected through hereditary Indian collecrors who were
hble for a fixed sum as laid down in the 'permanenr Settlement' of
179,. Uittiorrs of Indians never saw an English persor throughout rhe

of the Raj, although that did nor mean cheir lives had nor been
into the fabric of empire. This kind of 'shallow penetrarion, can

ttcn as a protorype for modern imperia_tism, which functions largely
remote control. But io countries like Namibia and South Afiica

was yet another pattern where racial divisions were maintained
with direct and powerful intervention, and with fewer spinoffs of
rnd wealth among the indigenous population.

ity, variety and diversity are sometimes understood as

of purpose or ideology: Jan Morris conrends that the British
'never really possessed an ideology-was temperamentally
indeed, to political rules, theories and generalizations. It was
importanr political organism of its time, yer it v/as seldom
sure of itself or its cause' (1994: Z). Analyses of colonial dis-

lrc most usefirl in deconsrructing precisely this assumption that
tightly controlled operation could be ideologically morivared.

colonialism had aot one but several ideologies, and these ide-
were manifest in hundreds ofdifferent instirutional and cultural

But we also cannot forget that they ali fed into a global
, Colonialism did have an economic as well as philosophic
, although it did not always succeed in either making money
suppressing the peoples ir exploired. Moreover, military vio-
used almost everywhere, alrhough to different degrees, to

occupation and trading 'rights': the colonial genocide in
ica and South Africa was spectacular. In the 'scramble for
Bthiopia held our because of her technoiogical and military

The fact that Asian armies had been equipped with firearms
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dialectical, with racial assumptions both arising out of and srrucruring
Gonomic exploitation (Miles i989: 27),

During colonial expansion and consolidation, rhe contradiction
bctween universalisrn and racist thought intensified as Europeans

Icmed bent on the supposedly impossible task of washing black people

Xhite. The efforts to convert natives accompanied most colonial endeav-

$t6, even though they were often unsuccessful. From the earliest ven-

l|ter, the fantasy of conversion was rampanc, and sixteenth- and
h-century plays, travelogues aod pamphlers ali showed 'good'

Moroccans, 'Indians' and others willingly embracing
ianity. In fact religious conversion begins to figure as a justifica-

for economic plunder: for example, in The Triumpb af Honour and
a pageart written by the well-known dramatisr Thomas

for the Lord Mayor of London's inaugural ceremonies in
, an Indian Queen celebrates her own conversion to Christianity

she says, 'settles such happiness' on her that the 'gums and fra-
tpices' which the English traders take away with them, indeed all

tlches and the sweetness of the east' are only fair exchange for the
knowledge' that is now hers. She also asks the v.iewer to

her 'with an intellectual eye', to see beyond her blackness and
with depravity, sin and filth, and to perceive her inner

which, she suggests, is made possible by her new faith
Indian Queen's speech here, like other writings of the period,

mixes the language of religion with that of commerce: it is
' that becomes a crusader for Christianiry. Two points

t here. First, what was once impossible-washing the

rhite-is now rendered Gasible by Chrisrianity. But in the

lkin colour is unyoked from moral qualiries. The black queen

bc recognised as good. Secondly, colonial plunder ofgoods is

by the gift of Christianity. But if blackness can be washed

means whitenqss is also vulnerabie to pollution. The recur-
of black people, Moors and heathens and other oursiders

to Chriscianity try to keep at bay another set of anxieties,
by the possibility ofChristians 'turning Turk'(a phrase

the English language during the Renaissance and begins

bt fur all betrayals and desertions) and Europeans 'going

Plter Hulme reminds us,

orior to the coming of the Europeans was undoubtediy a crucial factor

ii'I; ;',;.' "i'i''*n * 
li'o" i "'i"' an d colon ised' Gunpowder had

been invented in China''and used by the Mrrghals and the Ottoman

Empire. But, even it 'r" 
8""' t'"""t profit' was not divorced from the

use of arms: Irfan Habib f'* '"gg*tta 
ihuttht 'European triumph' over

Asian merchants was 'u-""tJi"f men-of-war and gun and shot' ttr

which arithmetic and bt;;;;;" could provide no answer "" (1990:

)9{). Thepoint is that violence was readily resorted to wherever neces-

sary, afld the enormous aff"t"ttt' of strategy in different places indicatc

the flexibility of toto"iut ideologies and practices' rather than thc

;;;.;; of the desire for conquest in some colonial ventures'

Moreover, colonial di;;;t"t fluctuated in tandem with changes trt

political situations within the same place over time' In December 17t] i'

Edmund Burke deliverJ u., u.r*r, ,p...h to the British parliamenr o.

the humiliating treat;;rn"']a'""t to the Mughal Emperor by.l1i'

cials of the East Itdi" C;;;;;'' n"trt.observed that when he was b<'rtt

it could not have Uttn-i"'ti"t"a that 'on this day' in this House' wc

should be employed i''' J'l*"ing the conduct of those British subjcttr

who had disposed "f 'h;;;;;;^o'J 
pt"on of the Grand Mogul'(Parkcr

l99l: 162).fn" """i'ltt 
tftt 

"tutio'ls 
of power between the Englirlr

and the Mughals *" 
'"OttJ 

so swift as to be conceptually bewildcrittg

for both parties; rn, o;;;; '" 
recalling it is to remind us that il tlrr

l,i.rov of A.r,.ri.u ;;J r'"*'"1"-T1'^"1 
# j'Jt;#:T,|.ll' l;

moved the other way around' Constructrons

respoose to these to";;;-; Att'truliu',for.examPle' images .l tltr

Aboriginal popolutio" 
"tf'ungta drastically. (from meekness' savir1'll

became its supposed *t'ii"i> as the colonists encountered Ab.rigrrrrl

,.riraurr.. to working as manual labourers'

I have been suggesting that representations of the 'other' v"'

according ,o tt" t*igtitttl"trt"i""*i rule' At the $ame time' rac irtl rth

ologies do not 
'''*pt:;v";;ik; 

economic '11':"-:::1 3?:':,il't:l|Iologies do not stm.p.ry. IvJ'9" 
vell before tlrr urttd

;;;;;.t.t about Africans make it clear that e

enslavement,ta toiot'i^f pft'ttitr of.Africans Ot'-i^t-:t:.ti,1t,:c;li,:l'l';!

f;iil'ffil.;::'*o *nn?'our and nakedness were well in Plilr

fact in several colonial situations these stereotynt'it""'::1::, 
:]:;:::'r^r'i^rri*r*,for 

different kinds of exploitation' Therefore che rt'lrttlt

ship between 'uti't 
latotog;;; t*ploitu'ion is better unclcrstrxd
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the boundaries of civility proved extraordinarily permeable in the

other direction' Just as Othello was a single' fiction'al :ollttttlt-:pl'
to the thousa'l;t; christians who'tlrned Turk'in ihe ports of

southern e,,opl"'la il;;:i : li: :ln:T: fii;:;'ffi'J,I
centuries, so Pocahontas was a unlqu

bered. (r9g5: z6)

As coloniarism advanced, missionary activities expanded, but so clitl

European fears of contamination' . -'c-^) L,, their incorDor;
Ideologies of tacial difference were intensified by their incorporattott

into the ai"ott"" litt*"tt' *nun intensified the supposed coooecti()rr

between ,t, Uiofogi.ui features of each group and ltt nWtttif"S*il*111

social attributtt' ;;;;t ;ud d'u*o u Jistinction between Homo sapttnt

ard homo rr,nrtr,as;by 17rg, Maty Louise pratt points out, the fi1st ctt

egory had U"ttt n"if't' biiort'ied in John Burke's The lVild' Man't

Pedigree into the following:

a \fild Man' Four footed' mute' hairY'

b American' Copper coloured' choleric' etect' Hair black' straiglrt'

tti.k; nou"it'' 
'*tit' f"tt harsh; beard scanty; obstinate' contcrrl'

free' Paints Ot-"'f *t'n fine red lioes' Regulated by cu^stoms'

c European o;;' t;;;"e' brawnv; hair vellow' ?**:'flowingl 
cvrt

It,-,.; gtntt]'-';;'-inventive' Covered with close vestmrrrll'

Governed bY laws'

d Asiatic. SootY, melancholY' rigid'

haughtY, covetous' Covered with
Hait black; eYes dark; scvrtrl

loor. ,ur*tnts' Governctl hY

. f#;:Black, phlegmatic' relaxed' Hair bl.ack' frizzled; skirr srllryl

nose flat. rip' t"'J' t'"ft'" l"o""t' negiigent' Annoints lrirrrrf

with grease, Governed bY caPrice'

As Pratt comments' 'Except for monsters and wild men' the classrll

r i o n exi st s bare lv modifi;;; ;' of t odav's :'n:11::5 
"t' 

l!.'',,,t,',,)n
'fhree points about stientific theories of tace (which are ir(ltll

fairry diverse and not 
";;;; &l{;i"' l:::^:":":::*'.'1": ;;i: :i'
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alrlier contradiction berween raciai difference and the Biblical notion of
the human species as a unitary crearion of God. Many scientists
Ittempted to erase this contradiction by suggesting rhat environmental
flctors such as climate had mutated the single originary species.

t{owever, science itself revived an older objection ro this argumenr by

fOlnting out that when people were moved ro new locations their racial

hributes did not change. The movement of African slaves to the

htericas aod elsewhere was cited as ao example (Miles 1989: 3).
Young discusses how the question 'Are human beings a single
or not?'was the central issue at the heart ofanthropological, cul-

and scientific debates throughout the nineteenth cenrury. Different
were supposed to be unable to sexually reproduce with each

Thus the interpretation of'race' as 'species' rries to deny the pos-

of inter-mixing between races, and the inevirable dissolution of
dlfference. But the mixed populations of places like the !79st
rnd parts of the Unired States obviously gave the lie to any
of black and white as distinct species. One response was ro argue

ixtures between races led to diminishing fertility. Another
tO tuggest that racial difference indicated variety witbin a single

trther than different species altogether. Young traces some of
betweerr Enlightenment ideals of universaliry and equality
ofracial difference, pointing our that

rbout theories of race in the nineteenth century, by settling

Possibility or impossibility of hybridity, focused explicitly on the
Of rcxuality and the issue of sexual unions between whites and

Theories of race were thus also covert theories of desire.

(Young r995: 9)

fhntific discussions of race, rather than chailenging earlier
ypes of savagety, barbarism, and excessive sexuality,

I|d developed these. By attributin g racial characteristics to
dlfhrences such as skull and brain sizes, ot facial angles, or

by lnsisting on the connecrion between these factors and

lUlmrnl nttributes, science turned'savagery' and'civilisation'

Pclmanent conditions. Again, such fixity seems ro conua-
clnim ofcivilising the natives: ifsavagery is a biological

f:::i H:I il: ill; ;iologiluuv constituted races intensir ierr
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condition then improvement by social means seems poincless' Thus' in

r819, the German ^^:;;:#";;;t 
tr''odo' waitz's Inn,dilcti,t? tu

A nt broPolagY Pronounced:

lf there be various species of mankind'"tt:::#t:i:;t:Hi"tn

i: **i it*l i',7; l i l,t r I "-4:1r iil 
1 ; 

"' 

; ; r' "' ? r l" :'
mankind, and may il;';""J' trained' and' used like domestic ant'

mals, or "' r'uunua'l' ""J'r"' or'lvtiological 
or other exPeriments

without un, to*o'LJi'"* it endeavour to lead them to a higher

morality tna intutfti'al development would be as foolish as to

expect that ri*t t'"j'i'lo'ra' u' tlt'tt'''on: 
-bu" 

peaches' or the mon'

kev wou I d'" t' n'"'" oli"o' "l "' " 
t *n t-t"t;;::i:"itt'1T: ff l:

useless for the service of the white man' tn

thei r savage """'ll;;; 
il; ;"'"i-l1i::' 

i,1':l ii':T'i :iil:
of exterminatlon' whenever the lower spe<

irhnu *'n' are fully iustifiable' (quoted Young r995r 7)
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notions can be imagined as multi-racial, more often, as in the case o[

Australia, the very idea of nationhood was developed by exch-rding cer-

nin racial others, such as the Aboriginal peoples (Miles 1989: 89, 9l ).
As we have seen, the connection between the outer manifestation of

t*ial difference and the moral and social differences they were supposed

lo rignift hardened over time. According to Hayden S7hite, che ideo-

lojicat effect of the term 'noble savage' is 'to draw a distinction between

rypes of humanity on manifestly qualitative grounds, rather

such superficial bases as skin color, physiognomy, or social status'

987: l7). The noble savage idea therefote rePresents a rupture, a con-

iction, a point at which the seamless connections between inferiority

external charactetistics are disturbed. Similarly, the converted hea-

tnd the educated native are images that cannot entirely or easily be

iled to the idea of absolute difference. \flhile at one level they

colonial achievements, at another they stand for impurity and

poreibility of mixing, or to use a term that has become central to

ial theory,'hybridity'.
ies of race, and racial classifications were often attemPts to deal

the real or imagined 'hybridisation' that was a feature of colonial

everywhere. A table from \7. B. Stevenson's Narratiue of Twenry

Ruidence in Soutb Anaica (182)) detailing 'the mixture of the dif-

c$tes, under their common or distinguishing names' is worth

ing here (see p. 104 overieafl.

how the category'European' in relation to other Europeans or

hcomes 'white' when put in relation to 'Indian' or 'Negro'. The

ruggests that paternity is genetically dominant (the child born

father and an Indian mother will be 5/8 white and 'very fair')

*hite race (the offspring of a white father and Negro mother is

but that of a Negro father and white mother is 4/8 white).

ircd for detailed classification is testimony to the constant

of rucial boundaries in colonial America' Such transgres-

oot diminish the effort to maintain the racial puriry of whites.

I wonderful anecdote about an American journaiist's interview

't Papa Doc Duvalier which indicates the connections

of racial purity and social dominance. The journalist

) know what percentage of Haiti's population was white

Thirdly, science extended rhe association ol '1ac1'and 'nation" Fronr tlre

sixteenth to eighceenth *^t"*t' '" :** t'::'rl:trffi"rt"tt::'l;,

;;;;; *i'hf "u'io" 
forms of social collectt"l:;*;;;'*t" 

""'lffi;, io*.' rna'familv'' At other,rimes'^'fl,il; .i^"',.,,*,,,*t

m:*r:*:lxn. #::.fJ*:::::ffi*xluj,:1,:l:;
nation. Both nations and races are imagined lll o,n.rr' Both sltrrk te

;;:*.lrffi :Xn ::: ::ffi"Jltffi J.'], t#[*; ;'; .1imembets of all classes an<r Bcuu!'" \*--- thern). From tllc rlll

classes and genders are treated a-s eQuai 1'::O:;.r,.t. fu'ntu"ul

teenth centurv on' we can trace :t: :"i::::T:,,tra" "f 
.n. str,crrrrlteenrh century on, wc *':;;;i;; 

and the articulation of the st't1'cr

of the English nation (for examPrc/ ll'l-" "r""rl. Scienti{rc racisnt I

ties of the Anglo-Saxon ti':Jt:t ::':::'-:,0^',]'.n^. tace is resp.ttt

:ff :,,iff.f m :*m::ffiT;ffi l:::: ii:: J.:'ilr
for cultural formation u 

",. ,-^:-^l ^-,t racial attributes.'l'lrfor cultural lormauon-,i;"i:ii"i""., and raciat attributes. 'l'ltc vt

regarded as the expressto'*rr".#r;ily po*"rfol in the writirrlr
ing of race and "ut:o':o;;;;*; fa'cist doctrines' \(hile so.rcrrl

Gobineau and others wn,

per cent, was the respoose. Struggling to make seose of
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Table z.t W'B' Stevenson's chart of different 'castes' and their mixtures

Fatba fulothu Childrsn Colaur

\(hite
Vhite
6/8 \(hite, 2l8ladiar. *Fair

4/8 \White,4l8 Indian

\(/hite*Often Very Fair

.White-But Rather Sallovr

Sallow*Often Light Hait

7/8 \White, 1/8 Negro -C)ften 
Fair

4/8 \White,4/B Negro -Dark 
CoPPer

6/8 Vhite,4/8 Neg 1e-P2i1

1/8 \flhite, 1/8 Negro -TawnY
7/8 1ffhite, 1i8 Negro -Very 

Fair

6i8 \7hite, 2/8 Negro -TawnY
Vhite-Light EYes' Fair Hair

4/8 Negro' 4/B lndian

2/8 Negro,6/8 Indian

1/8 Negro' 1/B \(hite

4/8 Negro' 4/8 Vhite

11/16 Negro' 1/16 Vhite *Dark

Negro Chino

7/8 Negro, 1/8 \fhite

11/16 Negro' 1/16 Indian

7/8 Negro, 1/8 Indian
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If miscegenation was a nightmare, colonial administrators neverthe-

less dreamt of racial mixings that would Produce the ideal colonial sub-

fect, Here is what Sir Harry Johnson, the first commissiooer of British

Centrai Afrrca, visualised in 1894

On the whole, I think the admixture of yellow that the Negro requires

should come from lndia, and that eastern Africa and British central

Africa should become the America of the Hindu. The mixture of the

two races would give the lndian the physical development which he

i lacks, and he in turn would transmit to his half'Negro offsPring the

industry ambition, and asPiration towards civilized life which the

ll Negro so markedly lacks.

(quoted Robinson I983: 13r)

has thus functioned as one of the most powerful and yet the most

markers of human identity, hard to explain and identifi' and even

to maintain. Today, skin colour has become the privileged

of races which are thought of as

flther 'black' or 'white' but never 'big-eared' and 'small-eared', The
'tct tt',.t only certain physical characteristics are signified to define

in specific circumstances indicates that we are investigating

r glven, natural division of the world's population, but the appli-

of historically and culturally specific meanings to the totality of

physiological variation ...'races' are socially imagined rather

blologlcal realities.
(Miles r989:7t)

is taken to be the prime signifier of tacial identity, the latter

rhaped by perceptions of religious, ethnic, linguistic, oational,

class differences. 'Race'as a concept receives its meanings con-

md in relation to other social groupings and hierarchies, such as

clrss. For example, Paul Gilroy has exploted how:

of the city as a jungle where bestial, predatory values prevail

thc large-scale settlement of Britain by blacks in the post-war

European EutoPean Creole

Creole Creole Creole

\flhire Indian Mestiso

Indian \'{hire Mestiso

.White Mestiso Creole

Mestiso \0hite Creole

Mestiso Mestiso Creole

lwhite Negro Muiatto

Negro Vhite Zambo

.White Mulatto Quarteron

Mulatto 'White Mulatto

\(hite Quarteton Quinteron

Quarteron White Quarteron

\(/hite Quinteron Creole

Negro Indian Chino

Indian Negro Chino

lrlegro Mulatto Zambo

Mulatto Negro Zambo

Negro Zarnl>o Zambo

Zambo Negro Zambo

Chino

Negro

Negro

Negro

Zambo-Chino

Zambo'Chino

Negro

il" *.n,od'"od ftom Pratt 1992"752

It hrs contributed significantly to contemPorary deflnitions of
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' race', pariicularlv those Yn':n . l''9-1:gT;TJ.T ffi:i' il$:iJ
'ni 

uioftnt" of black residents in inner-t

in which '"t"' tna racism come to connote the urban crisis as a

whole' "' ffti' *"t"t'i"" 
between "ontt*Oo"r.y 

British racism and

the citv 
'' 

t" 
';;:;;tilt**at' 'hat 

'race' is a relational concept

which does not have fixed referents 
( \gg4t 4og)
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IACE, CLASS AND COLONIALISM

ln Charlotte Bronte's novel Jane Eyre, the young orphan Jane is ro be

away from the house of her rich relatives who think of her as a

behaved burden. Jane chooses to go to a boarding house rather
to her poorer relations because, she says, 'I was not heroic enough

Purchase liberty at the price ofcaste'(1981: 19). Caste was ofcourse a

that became familiar in England from colonial experiences in
and it marked a social, economic and religious hierarchy overlaid

connotations of purity and pollution, similar to those rhat shape

ldea of race. For the young Jane a movement down the class ladder
as a transgression of caste, a virtual crossing of racial

Robert Young points out that 'If, according to Marxism, race

be properly understood as class, it is clear that for the British
clusses class was increasingly thought of in terms of race'. He cites

0trt version of D. H. Lawrence's Lady Ch)nerley's Louer as an

I when Connie thinks of her lover Parkin at home in his shirt
eating bloaters for tea and saying 'thaese' for 'these', she gives

ldea of moving in with him, for 'cuiturally he was another race'

1995: 95), Precisely the opposite sott of movement is registered

Kureishi's fiLm My Beaariful Laundrette (1985) in which a

?orking-class lad suggests to his Pakistani employer that as a

person he should not evict his Caribbean tenaot. The land-
: 'I am a professional businessman, not a professional

, As an upwardly mobile immigrant, the landlord refuses to

the class distinctions that fracture l:,cially oppressed communi-
as racially dominant ones. In this section we will examine

i<ln ofrace and class in the coloniai context.

hrvc been two broad tendencies in analyses of race and ethnic-
which stems fiom Marxist analysis, can be referred to as

because ic regards social groupings, including racial ones,
'dctermined and explained by ecooomic structures and pro-

ism was the means through which capitalism achieved

tlprnsion. Racism simply facilitated this process, and was the

which the labour ofcolonised people was appropriated.

tpprorrch, which has been called 'sociological', and derives

the work of Max S7eber, argues that economic explanations

ln order to signal the mutability and constructedness of race' rnatty

writers frame the **d *'";;;;" *"k' and others substitute it witlr

'ethnicitv'. But despite ;:'il; '*iut 
t'iu"ifitatioo may be at scv

eral levels a.deiusion'#;;r*, *.-,':t1 to-remember that it is rrll

too real in its pernicio"' ;;;:A;ts' Ethnic' tribal and other commtt

:,::,ilil;;;,;:::::,i.i:iu,lx#J:'::r:,5,:il:',',:":!ir.
both oppress people and rdolcar>cru''*,, 

*,n'." differentiation and rlrc

nial tribal groupings were transformed by white

;:r#;;:;ii,-;::':i, j...1,T.11'"L?,:.T".'.'tr,:;::',il:,T:ll
Colonial regimes manlPulateo '"-:r"'l--:;;;;.,cess of tribal creation lrr

."*t. i* f*tcans also participated t"' tn: 
l^t-::: of anti-coloniai m.vc

[:lf',rffi.T'l#x til[1',T'l]""ifi*- ;;;;; hu' ur'o t".."

appropr iated una in u"'ia' o'''i'"' -"t"t^t *1lt:*i::]'fff ili I i|1y

J,[, il;'" i:::::1;*ffi}:."H#;.,i),r,,, an" ',.-*'ny 

"'it'utt: 'n:,"-tl':lr::r*., 
^0"" 

tutt l-n his remarkable ar'tt.lrl'

simPly invert' extstrng

:;; il ;,; ;; .t, r, i iiii;T#*"K** [::':,': lt J I 
i r :i[t"' to" complex t^tl'"]'"^o 

t''o'i o''tot' that had been calcifictl rrtr{

solidaritY across the

t"t,t,",t"*"ted by the anarrheid stare'

ro sum up, then, ,J";;;;;; ::-T:'t'1^i:ffi\,1'tt;;:)::'To sum up' the'' 
";i";';;'ittttt u' colonialist andior rrtt

ffi*::T:: ffi#:l i::::y"'r, nliffiff:HJ.:1[;regimes and rdeoto8rq" :;;';;;;.;i discriminations and oppresstttttt'

I:i[":^''"'I,.,']',J.T"3]:T;'"'"+::::.*i:;;:i:'Ji,jl:
[.}l t,I .'*'fiTH"l.,'i constructions u1- 

;haoed 
with in ptt r t tt

lar historical contexts "'J 'i*g'iat 
other social hierarchies' wc t

examine, more speci(icail:;;;ship between race and class' firr understanding the racial features ofcolonised societies.
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\7hile the ftrst approach can be functionalist in its understanding of

race, the second tends to ignore economlc questions' \7hile they cannot

be separated into watertight compartments' oll the whole' the former

approach privileges class'1t'd the latter race in understanding colonial

societies' The diffuences between them ate not merely theoretical but

have direct .."..0;;;;; for poritical struggres. If raciar relarions are

largely the offshoot ofeconomic structures' Iitt tlturiy the effort should

be to uansfo't th;j;;;t "" 
ti-tt other hand' if this is not the case'

racial oppresst" "tta' 
to be accotded a different political weightage

*Tffi 
ffi:ate d d ialo g ue betwe en. these, :Y :::i,':: : :::T,:l:o 

-'
by the work "f '"ti;;i; John Rex' lit^lttoto 

develop a more dialecti-

cal approach t" to;;;;t;';n R5x 
fl 

9801 sugsests that in south Africa'

capitalism *u' in'*iita through the enforced labour of the Bantu peo-

ples. Thus 'utt "iu'ion' 
*ere irt'cial in making available a labour forcc'

rn capital,'"- ;;;;;gge'ttd th't capitalism depends upon 'the frec

labouret utrfing nifLuoilpo*t'' to the owner of the means of prodtrc-

tion (1961: 170)';;t in South Africa' as in a variety of other colonial

situations, 
'r-'t 

iuuJo]-of colonised peoples was commissioned through ir

variety of tot"i""it"'*t'' t' *" no* free labour at all' Rex quotes itll

East African r.,ri.ir"-*^oe his point:,\7e have stolen his rand. Now

we must 
"tuf 

r'i' ii*ts' "' Compuisory labour is' the corollary-of otrr

occupation "f 
tt,e ;;;"v' (i980; 129)' 'classical' Marxism attribtrtcr

capitalism's tffit;;;;;tts h'uing replaced slaverv and crude forms rrl

coercion *itt' tit *te' labour market in which the force is exertc(l

through ttoto*" ;;;*"*' But uoder coloniaiism' according to llcx'

these other '"n;;;.i--t' 
outdated features. of control carry on' /t,t at rtilt

nanrs of 
't" 

poa"i)i)';;;'; featltres .of.the 
capitaliil prerent' Race it,'l

racism are trtt #i'-""'*i"r' ""f*t 
labour is pressed into colonitrlirl

"*il'. o, ideolog ies ident ified different sect ions 
:{ ::"1:1 ::"in 

tr i r r r i'

cailv or bi"l"si'J;".J';;';;;cular tasks Aimd c6saire angrilv

quotes Ernest Renan on this Point:

Nature has made a race ofworkers' the Chinese race' who have won'

derful manual dexterity and almost no sense of honour; govern thoil

with iustice' levying from them' in return for the blessing of such I
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government, an ample allowance for the conquering race, and they
will be satisfied; a race of tillers of the soil, the Negro ... ;a race of
masters and soldiers, the European race. Reduce this noble race to
working in the ergastulum like Negroes and Chinese, and they rebel.
,,. But the life at which our workers rebel would make a Chinese or a

fellah happy, as they are not military creatures in the least. Let each
one do what he is made for, and all will be welt.

(t972: t6)

The ideology of racial superiority rranslated easily into class rerms. The
luperiority of the white races, one colonist argued, clearly implied rhat
'lhe black men musr forever remain cheap labour and slaves'. Certain
lctions of people were thus rucially identified as rhe narural working
durcs, The problem was now how to organise the sociai wodd accord-
lij to this belief, or to force 'the population into its "narural" class posi-

in other words, reality had to be brought into line with that
tion in order to ensure the material ob.jective of producrion'

1989: 101)

Miles illustrares rhis process by examining how the racial ideologies
which British coionisers arrived in Kenya structured capitalist

t there. First ofall, Africans were dispossessed from the best
and settled in adjacent reserves. Such a process was facilirated by

Srtrtion ofAfrican chiefs, conrrary to the custom hitherto prevailing
Kenyan communities. Land that was considered unused by
was appropriated after being defined as 'waste'. Local popula-

,?ere oflten nomadic, so lands that lay unused at a particular time
foccntially available for future use, but rhe new order curbed their

and confined them to specific areas. After acquiring land,
needed to recruit labour. The different methods employed all
the intervention of the coloriial state. The new 'chiefs' were

to supply men ro construct roads, railways and docks and

Potters, away from rheir place of residence. The fees paid were
rcfusal was treated with harsh punishment. The colonists also

I 'squatter system' whereby African communities were
to live on European lands in return for a certarn quantum of
. Finally cash taxes were imposed, which Africans were

I tlire by selling their labour for a wage. 'Chiefs' were also used

tog
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,o, pe r suade, 1* "ia:: : ifi 
,nrTff,f 

:T;1:i :T:j fr:i ::1 ; 'j:
defended on the grouno: *'ii.:',"; i*.,.rlri mission, based on a hrer-

ffi 1?"l::l *'#:r JX,lr #r 
3. .:::;H **lu,l I :

;H* *,*:';m: fiir'l#: i[?#f Til*]u;ru:
;;;;;;i,' sub-divisions and attributi* ni::i;;;;t"" 

was shal:e'r

shortcornings to them' Thus the process o

; ;tffi,jT*,., H[1] 1'.?,',1i.' *.,,, o 

T.:i, [']i:[ lffi I Ji::' :;
chies but conrinues to depend upon''and

race and tnt 'ot"i"#:;;t 
;ar1a bl them facilitate capitalist p't'

duction' '" 'n"'"ut"l'gttt'' 
'tt't soo'n 'a'itit"' labour sYstem is tlrc

m os t efric i en"'l;; 
" 
?";''i.'''u p i'ut i 

l:, :;11;1ff it :i J'tT:' I:

*x*x;ili ::: 1li :: il'fi :{i;i'l#: *l ; * : r*" l,

lC't'itt no' ciiics argued thlt *""-':.,t:,";; 
t, i"t t" the colttrri*l

hardiv 'free' 
'" 

*' "'i *t'::.li' t:::t:f:il;:HJ:ilIiI llt",, "'
,it'-tuiion' capitalism works different"' "'i*,;;;*t 

"tt 
*O ethnicir y

;; ;;""i,T:ll*l:;::.;: ll:l::li*J**um *
cational establishments) are especialt' tirr* ;"r;;;tt, ca*pitalisnr' Wr

and ctass distinctions aod ideologies "ttt:il1,,;;ii",r-} rr"a and lrrhrrf

noted that the state made possible tlt *H;;";;;;;"'*" 
distitrttrrrrr

in Kenva' Race relations are not O*T;i;;;J'Ui 
iJtotoglt' of *r' r lr

*x,*"::','.".x:i'T::::'iYffiT#Yi::,:*x':1il-:l
t.n*""t' lt is especiallv crucial in t"':;:Tiliil;;;t;"'
the state *o 

'i'"'lo"C;t 
t;" no longer be blatantly pattisan:
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This is not ofcourse to say that the use offorce ceases with slave

emancipation. ln some countries like South Africa it is systematically

mobilized on a political level to ensure continued white supremacy. But

it is to say that when inequality, exploitation and oppression are chal-

lenged by economic liberalism, they have to be opposed by doctrines

which explain the exceptions to the rule. while it is admitted that all

men are equal, some men are deemed to be more equal than others'

(Rex t98o: t3t)

is why some critics have suggested that racial hierarchies are the

ic formula' which allow capitalism to expand and find all the labour

it needs, and yet pay even lower wages, and allow even fewer free-

than are given to rhe white working classes flWallerstein 1988: 33)'

difference, in such ao analysis, is more than a by-product ofclass rela-

dthough it is firmly connected to economic stfttctures' Also impor-

Rex! analysis is the question of internalisation of racial ideologies, to

we will turn in the next section' Thus Rexs approach, says Stuart

'yields a "Marx plus Fanon" sort of argument'(1980: 315)'

I precise intersection of racial ideologies with the process of class

depended both upon the kinds of societies which colonial

penetrated and the specific racial ideologies that emerged rhere'

relations put iato place during colonialism survive long after

d the economic structures underlying them have changed' The

of African slaves still haunts their descendants, the

of colonial rule still suucture wages and opportunities for

from once-colonised countries or communities, the racial

that we identified earliet still circulate, and contemporary

nces are built upon those inequities that were consolidated

colonial era. A complex amalgam of economic and racial fac-

in anchoring the present to the colonial past.

to Stuart Hall, one of the most valuable aspects of emer-

is to show more precisely how this anchoring works, and

contemporary relations between the once*colonised

md their erstwhiie masters. The classical Marxist view that

will eventually erase pre-capitalist economic systems does not

either with regard to colonial societies or in the postcolo-

h'r'l'he Connunitt Manifetto Marx aod Engels suggested that

when the social order could no longer be buttressed by legal

tions it had to depent 'f:i n::l:'::::J,:Jl'"ffi:-ltions it had to oePett" 
llt'fti'"rin the superiori{ of the exPltt

:;lilnil: :il :liil ff#5] ; ii:'l* irri:: :i ::x:and the interrortty "' "'' ";L;;;onrn,,, and that of racial supnrlt,

trine of equality of economlc opt"'-'l'^.1^*".^rt"r"r. 
Racism scrvrl

a nd i nfe rio rity a re co m pleme nt:,o1.-oi,t".^notn"'

;';;;;;;.;;; between theorY and Practice'
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'the bourgeoisie "' draws all' even the most barbarian nations into civi-

lization, it t"*p"t"'il* l""t'*"u"ce what it calls civilization intt'

their midst, i't' 'o 
itt'o*t bourgeois themselves' In one word' it creatcs

a world after its "J^";;;;';i;?L';'"r 
o'488)' All over the world ca1'

italism replaces'u' ;;ff;"o'iur ro""uti:t:"1'iJ.';5i.":""tT..ill

South African social svsrem displaved *,"t:::j:'";.lltoi.u.ton 
,u, t'

.Within rhe colonies, pre-capitalisr economic forms of exploitation :'

as plantation 
""::;';;';1"J' 

l"*"0 flourished and exPanded kr' 
't

lons time' r"'r'"i"'f-i"t' *" Jo 
^,Y' f,H''ff;[lT::"::: :l

*iJh, o' are 'hampered' by' pre-capiralrst

formarions "tit' 
ftlr-ntag"a tupi*1"' development?

Inaninfluenff"'"'"il;'r"co"at'Frank(1969)arguedtlrrrt
under the *," "f 

t"'"";;il' capitalism had is {act penetrated evctv

where' Latin 
^-t;;;';; 

claimed' has been capitalist:l:: 1: 
-'-

teenth centur' 
^:;;;' 

to this view' plantatron slawry is nrrtlrrttl

but one kind of capitalism' *f'"'5'tn; 
^'l'uut 

f""ttion' Iike capirrrl' rtt

like property' 'u"al'at"tr"pment' is th"lesult of the manner in wlrtr h

countries ,r"r"o';;" ;robe were.incorporated into the world sys*ttt

Imperialism h'd jt;iiJ the world in'o Jt*poles and satellitcs' 'rttrl

their relation't-'ip-*u' marked UV 'ftt 
.,"tq'ul de'"lopment of citlrtll'

ism itself, ^"0 '["::;t';o,i..], 
li tnt tu""' upon the former' Hcttr r wl

live in a single world capitalist systern ;;;' ;;tt"*s both thc tlrvrl'

opmeot "f "-t:;;;#-;;; 'ut '"a*i"'i"""t"t 
or deper.rclcril v t{

others' rodav's world is dividedt:': flT:* ,*t;t;|;;;:il:i:':Iothers. Today-s worlo ls.I .n which each ol I

:""U.4.r.t*ed' ones because of the manner rt

became capitalist' -:-L +l-ic thesis. Ernesto Laclatr (lr)l

There are several problems Y:tn,tnU^lLlt]t..,"".* of procltrctr,tt I
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Is there a less restrictive way of conceptualising the role of colonial-

Lm in the development of capitaiism? Stuart Hall (19S0) indicates an

tive perspective via current debates on plantation slavery. The

Irve, unlike the worker under capitalism, does not own his or her
power. Thus she/he is not a worker in the same way as the free

labourer. The slave's relatiorrs with the master are markedly differ-
than those between the worker and the capitalist. However, the
(via the slave uade) as well as the fruits of the slave's labour enters

circulates within the global capitalist market. Mercantile capital
the slave trade as well as the trade in piantation goods. Hence

ion slavery was made possible via colonial, agrarian as well as

practices and relations. The non-capitalist practice of slavery

with, feeds into, and aids, the development of capital.ism. Thus
ist modes do not simply give way to capitalist ones in any

teleological sense, but persist precisely because they contribute

Srowth of the latter. The relation between them is nor simple
but what Hali describes as 'an articulation between different

Cproduction, structured in some relation of dominance'(1980:
rnalysis is extremely useful in understanding why capitalism

rlmply erase pre-capitalist formations and relations. It is in the

ef cupitalism that certain older social structures not be tatally
and certain older forms of exploitation based on racial and

ies continue to make available cheap labour. If plantarion
provided cheaper labour than would otherwise have been

Odry the non-capitalist sector continues to play an analogous

coexists with, or is 'articulated' with, these other modes

but this coexistence is sructured by the dominance of
thich therefore benefits from it.
loclion, we have considered only the general ftamework

Cl$rs and ftce ffny be articuiated together; the manner in
ldcologies and images shaped class relations and percep-

ln diffbrent periods. In eariy modern Europe, traveliing
were usually poor peddlers) were routinely perceived as

lhck, Noah's curse upon the descendants of his son Ham

llrd to explain the servitude of European peasants, much
I rutionalization of blackness. Racially marginaiised

drr described in terms of servitude, as in the expression
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that a Jew is 'a slave to the world' (see Loomba 2002)' In eighteenth-

..nro.y Europe, Hayden \7hite points out' the image of the noble sav-

age fuelled bourgeois critiques of the nobility:

the concept of Noble Savage stands over against' and undercuts' the

notion, not of the Wild Man, but rather of 'noble man'' "' The very

notion of 'man' is comprehensible only as it stands in opposition to

'wild' and that term's various synonyms and cognates' There is no con'

tradiction in 'wild savage' since these are in fact the same words' "

But given the theory of the classes prevailing at the time' Noble Savage

is an anomaly, since the idea of nobility (or aristocracy) stands opposed

to the presumed wildness and savagery of other social orders as'civil-

ity' stands to 'barbarism'' As thus envisaged' the Noble Savage idea

represents not so much an elevation of the idea of the native as a

demotion of the idea of nobilitY'
(White r987: r9r)

And Peter Hulme suggests that the development of 'the discourse of tlrc

plantation, which recognized only two locations' inside and outsiclr'

white and black ... was itself to provide a central image for the clrrsr

struggle of industrial Europe' (1981: 71)'

In relation to th. t*.nti"th century, there has been considerable work

around the dynamic intersection ofrace and class' especially in Britain' A

pioneering study pointed out that the class relations within which blatl*

iorki.rg-.1u., people exist 'function as race relations' The two ate insclrrt'

rable.Raceisthemodalityinwhichclassislived.Itisaisothemeclitrttt
in which ciass relations u" t*pt'it"ted' This ' ' ' has consequences for t ltt

wholeclass,whoserelationtotheilconditionsofexistenceisoowsystctlt'
atically transformed by race' (Hall et al' L978: 394)' Many anti-cololrtrtl

intellectuals had previousiy grappled with this conoection between rrttt

and class, which is why even the Marxists among them found Negrittrth

so compelling. They needed to foreground the question of race becattrl'

as Aim6 Cdsaire put it, 'Marx is all right' but we need to complete Mrrtr'

0972: 7O). C6saire writes the colonial encountet as an equation: 'cokrtll'

sation=..thingification'''G972:21).This.thingification,,ortherctlttlr
tion of the colonised person into an obiect' was achieved not orrly hf

tr,rrning her/him i.rto 'u,, instrument of production" but also' by Wcstrtl
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.including some radical or socially progressive accounts) of sub-
ation. If Marx needed to be 'completed', Freud and his legacy

led to be re-written, for reasons that we wiil now examine.

FSycuonruAlysrs AN D coLoN IAL su BJ Ecrs

IiItTbe Deceiae^,John Masrers's 1952 novel set in rhe colonial India of
It2J, !(iiliam Savage, an East India Company official, finds himself
lDpersonating Gopal, a local weaver who has disappeared and whose

thinking him dead, is about to immolate herself and become a
rilTilliam soon discovers that Gopai is alive and part of a flourish_

band of Thugs (Deceivers) or highway robbers who strangled their
with scarves and supposedly owed allegiance to Kali, a Hindu
who carries connotations of female power, sexuality, and

. lTilliam infiltrates the Thugs in order to undersrand
operations and to wipe them out. In the process, he discovers

iv possesses their skills of strangulation as well as the ability to
certain omens, believed ro be signs from Kali, which dictate
operations. Through the novel, S7illiam becomes increas-

I tlienated from his $Testern self, and finds himself intoxicated by
lhrill of murder and the power of Kali. He participates in

rituals, including the eating of a certain consecrated sugar,
ness of Kali' which marks the allegiance of the bandit to the

ond her protectior in return: 'You are hers and she is yours,
' 179-180). Hussein, an ex-Thug turned informer for the

had previously waroed him that none who parrake of the
augar can escape Kali's seductive power. After \Tilliam has

sugar, Hussein laments:

are a Deceiver, from this dawn on for ever. A strangler. ... lt doesn,t
what a man thinkshe is. When he eats consecrated sugar, on the

ln front ofthe pick-axe, he is a strangler, because Kali enters into
,,, Now you will never return to your ofiice ... Kali wills it, so it is

(r952: rg5_r85)

'civilising mission' bur wanring to
out with a 'battle within himself'

il5

official dedicated to rhe
Savage had srarted
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