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Informative Speech
► A speech whose goal is to explain or 

describe facts, truths, and principles in a 
way that stimulates interest, facilitates 
understanding, and increases the likelihood 
of remembering

●An informative speaker’s goal is to 
achieve mutual understanding about an 
object, person, place, process, event, 
idea, concept, or issue
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Characteristics of Effective 
Informative Speaking
►Intellectually Stimulating – 

information is new and piques 
audience curiosity

►Relevant – listener relevance links
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Characteristics of Effective 
Informative Speaking 
(con’t)
►Creative – innovative ideas

●Productive thinking 
▪Rethink a topic, issue, or problem from 

many perspectives
▪Make your thought visible by sketching 

drawings, diagrams, and graphs
▪Set regular goals to actually produce 

something
▪Combine and recombine ideas, images, 

and thoughts in different ways
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Characteristics of Effective 
Informative Speaking 
(con’t)
►Memorable – emphasize your specific 

goal, main points, and key facts
►Diverse Learning Styles 

●provide concrete, vivid images, examples, 
stories, and testimonials

●Facial expressions and gestures
●Definitions, explanations, and statistics
●Have audience members do something 
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► Description – method to create an 
accurate, vivid, verbal picture of an object, 
geographic feature, setting, event, person 
or image (easier with a presentational aid)

▪Size
▪Shape
▪Weight
▪Color
▪Composition
▪Age and condition
▪Spatial organization
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Methods of Informing 
(con’t)
►Definition – explaining the meaning 

of something

●Define a word or idea by classifying it with 
similar words or ideas

●Define a word by explaining its derivation 
or history

●Define a word by explaining its function

●Use a synonym or antonym
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Methods of Informing 
(con’t)
► Comparison and Contrast –focuses on 

how something is similar or different from 
other things

●Can be figurative or literal
●Use metaphors and analogies 
●Make direct comparisons
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Methods of Informing 
(con’t)

► Narration  
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Methods of Informing 
(con’t)
►Narration – method that recounts an 

autobiographical or biographical 
event, myth, or other story
●Four parts

▪Orients the listener
▪Explains the sequence of events
▪Describes how the complication or problem 

affected key characters
▪Recounts who the complication or problem 

was solved

●Can be first-, second-, or third-person 10



Methods of Informing 
(con’t)
►Demonstration – a method that 

shows how something is done, displays 
the stages of a process, or depicts how 
something works
●Effective demonstrations require 

expertise, a hierarchy of steps, and vivid 
language and presentational skills
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Methods of Informing 
(con’t)
►Demonstration (con’t)
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Informative Process 
Speeches
►Informative Process Speech –

●Demonstrate how something is done, is 
made, or works

●Delineate the steps and the order in 
which they occur

●Some process speeches do not 
demonstrate, but may need visual or 
audiovisual aids to help the audience 
“see” the steps in the process
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Informative Expository 
Speeches
The goal of an expository speech is to 
provide carefully researched in-depth 
knowledge about a complex topic

●Require that speakers draw from an extensive 
research base

●Choose an organizational pattern best suited to 
the topic and goal

●Use a variety of informative methods to sustain 
audience attention aid in understanding
▪May be political, economic, social religious, 

ethical issues, historical events, theory, law, or 
creative work
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Informative Expository 
Speeches (con’t)
►Exposition of Political, Economic, 

Social, Religious, or Ethical Issues

●Background and sources of an issue

●Present various positions on the issue

●Reasoning behind the positions

●Goal is to inform, not persuade
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Informative Expository 
Speeches (con’t)

►Exposition on Historical Events 
and Forces
●Can be fascinating for it own sake
●Can be relevant to what is happening 

today
●Special obligation to seek out stories and 

narratives that can enliven your speech 
(reduce possibility of boredom)

●Analyze events than their impact on their 
times 16



Informative  Expository
Speeches (con’t)
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Informative Expository
Speeches (con’t)
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Informative Expository  
Speeches (con’t)
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Informative Expository
Speeches (con’t)

►Exposition of a Theory, Principle, 
or Law

●Natural and human laws

●Explain how phenomena affect us

●Find material that explains a theory, law, 
or principle in language that is 
understandable to the audience

●Examples and illustrations
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Informative Expository 
Speeches (con’t)
►Exposition of a Creative Work

●Designed to explain creative works
▪ Poems
▪ Novels
▪ Songs
▪ Famous speeches

▪Find information on the work and the artist
▪Find sources to help understand the period in 

which the work was created
▪Summarize and share a few memorable 

quotations
▪Discuss critiques of the work



Informative Expository 
Speeches (con’t)



Informative Speeches

Right-click on the boxes to view the videos.
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More Informative 
Speeches

Right-click on the boxes to view the videos.
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Websites
►Expository speeches

http://www.speech-topics-help.com/
expository-speech-topics.html 

►Descriptive language
http://www.mtsac.edu/~jjenkins/
desc.html 
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