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MAQQEF (92R)

Maqgqef is a short horizontal stroke used to join together two or more word
within a verse (a “Hebrew hyphen” of sorts). Words so joined are prongy, cej
as one speech unit, the primary accent falling on the final word in ths unit
Another way of stating this is that all words that are not final in such 5
lose their primary accents. They may undergo certain vowel changes op, this
account. For example, 53, “all” becomes 5; (with qames-hatuf) when placed
before a maqqef, as in D'i”fJ"‘)Q (Gen. 6:5). Likewise R, “what,” becomes N
when joined to the following word by a maqqef, as in 1’7"&1??".‘1 1 (Gen. 2, 9)'

Most of the occurrences of maqqef will be with monosyllabic words SucH

as the following:

'71;2 to X5 not TV unto
DR if N what S upon
D3 also "N who DV with
59 all 11 from 19 lest

S1GN OF THE DIRECT OBJECT (NR)

A direct object is a word representing a person or thing upon which the action
of a verb is performed. The direct object may be either definite or indefinite.
If definite, it is usually preceded by the particle N. The particle serves merely
as the sign (or indicator) that the next word is the direct object, but N is not
to be translated. MR may be written alone, or it may be joined by a maqqef to
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SILENT SHEVA

the following word. In the latter case sere is shortened to segol. Thus we find

D?p\?[\ NN in Genesis 1:1 but '11&?3'!‘\13 in Genesis 1:4.

DAGESH FORTE

Earlier we saw that dagesh lene is a dot which may be placed in six consonants

(2,3,7,23,58,R). In three cases (3, 2, 8) the dagesh lene indicates that the letters
are to be given a harder pronunciation. Dagesh forte is identical in appearance
to dagesh lene, but it serves an entirely different purpose. It is a dot that indi-
cates the doubling of the consonant in which it stands. It may be placed in any
consonant except the five gutturals (X, 1, 1, ¥, 7).

There are three basic rules to follow in distinguishing dagesh lene from
dagesh forte.

1. A dotin any letter other than a BeGaD KeFaT letter or a final 1 is a dagesh
forte and indicates the doubling of that letter.

2. A dotinaBeGaD KeFaT letter will be a dagesh lene whenever that letter is
not immediately preceded by a vowel (with the exception of simple silent
sheva).

3. A dotin a BeGaD KeFaT letter will be a dagesh forte whenever that letter
is immediately preceded by a vowel.

Another way of stating these last two rules is that dagesh lene never stands after

a vowel, whereas dagesh forte always stands immediately after a vowel (except
simple silent sheva).

With regard to the BeGaD KeFaT letters, the dagesh forte has the same
effect as dagesh lene in hardening the pronunciation of 3, 2, and 2.

Thus the dagesh in the word N2 is a dagesh lene (no vowel precedes it),
and the pronunciation is hard (barit). On the other hand, the dagesh in ]27] is
a dagesh forte (a vowel immediately precedes it), and the pronunciation is also

hard (hab/beén).

SILENT SHEVA

In the last lesson (§2.17), we learned that Hebrew makes use of semi-vowels,

or half-vowels, known as vocal shevas. We learned that there are simple vocal
shevas () and compound vocal shevas (_, , ).
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Hebrew also makes use of the silent sheva, written exactly like the simple
vocal sheva (), but serving an entirely different purpose. A vocal sheva, whether

simple or cofnpound, will only stand beneath a consonant that begins a syllable
The silent sheva, on the other hand, only stands beneath a consonant that endsa
syllable. The silent sheva, therefore, may also be referred to as a syllable divider
Syllable division will be treated in §§4.18-22.

Whenever two shevas stand under adjacent consonants within a word, the
first will always be silent and the second will be vocal. In other words, the first
marks the end of a syllable, whereas the second stands at the beginning of a new
syllable. In ISWD’ (yim-3alth), for example, the first sheva (1) is silent, whereas
the second (W) is vocal.

A sheva that stands beneath a doubled consonant (one that has a dagesh
forte) will always be vocal. In %5\?9 (git-taltr), for example, where ¥ is pointed
with a dagesh forte, the sheva that follows it (%) must be classified as a vocal
sheva. (The sheva beneath the doubled letter is essentially doubled: the first of
the two is silent because it closes a syllable while the second is vocal because it
begins a new syllable.)

A particularity of the final kaf () is that it is normally pointed with a raised

silent sheva (7). This distinguishes it from other letters that have final forms
and the letter dalet (7).

T lek 791 melek

Exercises

Because you will use the new vocabulary in the exercises, you may wish to make
your new vocabulary cards (see Exercise 6) before doing the exercises.

Exercise 1

There are BeGaD KeFaT letters in all the words listed below. Add a dagesh lene
wherever it belongs in one of these letters. All of the shevas are silent.

1. ANIN 5. 12T 9. 22WN 13. D
2. T2 6. 7T 10. WITP 14. W)
3. 1" 7. 902 11. VOYN 15. 17N
4 713 8. 12N 12. N2 16. 2NN
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Exercise 1

L3R AAK 5. 93T 13T 9. 2QWRIAWN 13 DNY D07)4
2T 032 6. O™ 1IN g0 WITR VITP 14 WH) WD)
M N 7 q0) 993 11 LAVYAUDWA 5. i W
#9173 893 2T 12 RN 16 2020 ARID

Exercise 2 Exercise 3

-

2 - _ -2 RVIA
canR e 4o wwneh ;0 RDD kise o WY SisSh
M g s TN bagh 8 LEWR Wt agpnn 4 medh
CAT gwer 67T yeden 9. 3W shev 12, 1700 2l

| &¥2

oI

Exercise 4

NATAD NN IRRITNR 30N PTA 102 2NN N IRETNR AYY M0 W
11270 DORD 0OR Nan

1. Copy the three words in which all the letters are gutturals.

2. Copy the three pairs of words linked together by maqqefs.

3. Copy the word that has both a dagesh lene and a dagesh forte, indicating
which is which.

4. Copy the word that contains a compound sheva.

Lo TIUm eax @ N

2, ®]N'.X‘I\tg_ @ IN'XT nx @01 T
,ucakdases\n '

AR EUT I

4. Dﬂ\—ﬁ?‘(\_\ ‘kuhro\ml voa\  SWuas (T»\A'LV“S): e ) ees
o e "



Exercise 5

NI2™WK IRIRDNIIN NIV 1272 INR WIRN W awn Di-nk 07O 7130

iy ooy

1. Copy the two words that contain both a silent sheva and a vocal sheva.
2. Copy the word that is marked as the direct object of the verb.
3. Copy the three words that contain dagesh fortes.
4. Copy the four words that contain compound shevas.
5. Copy the three words that contain BeGaD KeFaT letters with dagesh lenes.
L O 711 ®© IRIKIN

T . T

7 silewt  Sh'uas
vodal  SWuag

2. 011X
3

0" aud @ TPty @ 191

q,cbn’r_ﬁ(g: QK ® NWUT

LD T @n oM.\A‘ fud 3 word D\:. Emonuel ... “-D.'\—‘.? N\ epets e ..

0 "> @ IFMJXIn O X213

R T weated Flash wdg o 1 alo memorized  Ha (S wod $ |



EXERCISES

Exercise 2

Mark the words in the tollowing list which contain a dagesh forte.

1. NN 4. TN 7. NDI 10. YWV
>, 733 5. 71N 8. LOWN S hiialg
3. 72T 6. 1T 9. 12V 12. 1790

Exercise 3

Transliterate the words listed above and practice pronouncing them.

Exercise 4
Exodus 3:1 is reproduced here. (Words joined by maqqef count as one speech
unit.)

NATAD MR IRRATOR 30N T 102 0N 0T IRYTIK AY7 70 Iwn
;11270 DIORD I07OR NN

1. Copy the three words in which all the letters are gutturals.

2. Copy the three pairs of words linked together by maqqefs.

3. Copy the word that has both a dagesh lene and a dagesh forte, indicating
which is which.

4. Copy the word that contains a compound sheva.

Exercise 5
Genesis 2:3 is reproduced here. (Words joined by maqqef count as one speech
unit.)

R72™IWR INIRIN72N NAY 1272 INR WIPN "Wmwn 0iNK 09OR 7730
:NIWPY 0ION

Copy the two words that contain both a silent sheva and a vocal sheva.
Copy the word that is marked as the direct object of the verb.

Copy the three words that contain dagesh fortes.

Copy the four words that contain compound shevas.

. Copy the three words that contain BeGaD KeFaT letters with dagesh lenes.

o SO

Al o
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LESSON 3

Exercise 6
Vocabulary Cards

(front of card) | (back of card)
noun (m) Lesson 3

Hebrew word definition

Having a strong Hebrew vocabulary is essential to learning Hebrew. A great
way to learn vocabulary is to prepare vocabulary cards. (Electronic vocabulary
building tools can also be very beneficial.) Write the Hebrew on one side of
the card. Designate the part of speech in a corner: in the example the word is
marked as a noun and as masculine. Marking the lesson where the word was
first encountered is helpful for later, so the sample has “3” for this lesson in
another corner. Write the Hebrew word in the center. On the reverse, write the
English translation or translations. Don’'t make the cards too small because you
may want to add information later. A 3"”x5" card blank on both sides, cut in half,

is a good size. Practice pronouncing the Hebrew aloud.

Vocabulary

All nouns listed in this and subsequent vocabulary lists will be masculine un-
less otherwise indicated. All feminine nouns will be indicated by an (f) written

beside them.

AXR  (‘av) father, ancestor DIR  (‘adam) man,
N (‘ah) brother, kinsman humankind
NiNR  ('ahot) (£) sister D798 (*élohim) God
VR (’15) man 12 (bén) son, child

(especially in the plural
073 “children”)

N3 (bat) (t) daughter

TWR  (’issa) (f) woman
OR  (‘em) (f) mother
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e eeeismessesesskssAMLRSSeSEISEASEEALNENLRISL AL AL A A AR b VOCABULARY
'713"}_'@2:)? (yisra’el) Israel DY (‘am) people
19 (Iév) heart 91D (o) voice
M () (f) city WX (rd’%) head
7Y (“6f) bird(s) DY  (sém) name
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