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= Homework Exercises

e

Notes on Homework

e When studying Hebrew, it is usually best to take a slow approach if possible. This means, in an ideal
world, you should try to dedicate 30 minutes per day for 5 or 6 days a week. Breaking up your study
time this way, ensures maximum retention with regards to memorizing vocabulary, grammar, and
letters. Failing this, if you can only block out one day for homework, then it is wise to still allocate 10-
15 minutes each day to memorize vocabulary.

e Remember, the homework exercises are only part of your weekly assignments. Every week, without
fail, you should be reviewing vocabulary and grammar. Many students fail to succeed because they
only dedicate 1-2 hours a week to the exercises. if you chose to study like this, you are likely to fail
the class. Additional time must be spent reviewing the previous week’s work, looking ahead, learning
vocabulary, and practicing pronunciation

e Thereis an oral exam at the end of the semester. Students who wait until a week before this exam,
and only practice reading just before the exam usually fail. Each week, preferably every day, you
should spend some time reading Hebrew if you wish to be a fluent reader. There is no reason why a
student cannot be a relatively fluent reader after one semester.
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1 Do not get too attached to the letters in this exercise. We have not yet learned final forms and the weak dagesh, so

the exercises for the first week compensate for this deficiency.
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2) Draw a line between the Hebrew proper name and the English equivalent. You will

need to deduce some of the words
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3) Practice wntmg Hebrew letters. Write ten of each letter, the first has been done for you. Pay

attention to where the top and the bottom of each letter sits.
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4) Afew Hebrew letters look remarkably similar in Hebrew and can easily be confused. Practice
identifying similar letters from the text below. Mark every instance of the following letters as
indicated?

S

1 mark with a circle

i mark with a yellow highlighter

v 5 mark with a square

4 7 place a triangle above them (whether there is a dot inside or not)
\/ a place a circle above them (whether there is a dot inside or not)
\/ 2 place a vertical line above it (whether there is a dot inside or not)
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5) Youmustlearn how to pronounce each of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and know its name. This
means, when completed, that you must be able to see the Hebrew letter, and without looking at a
transliteration, be able to pronounce the sound of that letter, and be able to name it. By far, the most
effective way of achieving this goal is via flash cards. Write out 22 flashcards with a Hebrew letter on
one side and the pronunciation on the other, along with the name of the letter. Then, looking at each
letter, try to recall its name and pronunciation. It is best to spend about 10 minutes a day, for the first
2 weeks of the course, learning these letters.
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2 One instance of each has been done for you, please complete the rest.
8



Transliteration is the process through which Hebrew letters are transposed to Latin (English) letters. To carry

out this process you need to work from the right of the Hebrew word, but begin writing the English letters

from the left. As an example, the transliteration of the Hebrew word m15 is $lwm. For the final product,

we still read the English from left to right and the Hebrew from right to left. For this transliteration
exercise, use the reference sheet in this pack (page 2) to transliterate the following Hebrew words.

6) Transliterate these words into English

characters

mwnw .5 mwn ..........

TT L 0\ A3 O‘ ..............
N yy\‘f‘h’\ .....

7) Reconstruct the Hebrew words from

these transliteration symbols
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