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I watched the entire video and read all four chapters of the assigned reading carefully.

In A Survey of the Old Testament, Hill and Walton present a God centered approach to reading the Old Testament.  They contend that although the Old Testament can be considered great literature its primary purpose is to reveal God and His plan for humanity (Hill and Walton, p. 26).   Hill and Walton explain that the plan that God has for all humankind is very simple, God wants an intimate relationship with human beings and in order to have this kind of relationship we must know God through his word.(Hill and Walton, p.23).

One of the strengths of this method of reading and studying the Bible is to gain a greater understanding of God and to have that understanding influence all aspects of human life and society.  Since the Bible is God’s method of revealing himself, we must take the word of God as authoritative and not use it as simply a piece of literature to interpret with our own presuppositions (Hill and Walton, p.27). The authority of God’s word becomes the center of our lives and is the perspective that we use to look at the entire world, rather than an interesting compilation of stories in history; it absorbs every aspect of our being and becomes part of our character (Hill and Walton, p. 30).

One of the weaknesses of this method of approach toward the Old Testament, is that the presuppositions that we all bring to interpreting the Bible cannot be removed since many of these are subconscious assumptions that are difficult to recognize, and due to various backgrounds in training and exposure to the text it can be easily manipulated to fit a personal theological framework and not allow the Bible to “speak for itself.” (Hill and Walton, p.28)
