General Introduction

s part of the Semitic famdy of languages, and it emerged as a distinet dialect some time
millenniium BE. Blblical writers have referred to it in a few different ways: The language of
[2Kin 18:26); and in the Roman pericd, Hebrew. Among the other languages in
Ugaritlc, Ethioptan (modern Amharic and ancient Ge'ez], Aramale,




cult fior you to distinguish at this stage of your learning, the Hebrew language is not

8 In fact changed significantly throughout the years. We will be learning Biblical Hebrew,

Hebrew of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Mishnaic Hebrew, Medieval Hebrew, and Modern

letters and some vocabulary items are similar between the moderm and ancient

differences exist. Even within the spectrum of Biblical Hebrew alone, at least three

gs are detectable: Archaic Biblical Hebrew {ancient poems such as Exodus 15, and

1 {Marratives of Samuel and Kings); and Late Biblical Hebrew (e.g., Esther,
 your studies, you should not be overly concerned about the differences



its use among the Hebrew scrolls found at Qumran. Befaore the exile, still visible in
ans such as the sibver amulet ot Ketef Hinnom, the Hebrew alphabet looked like this
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brew script that you are not expected 1o
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ars, It is important






(2 fine between the Hebrew proper name and the English equivalent, You wil
deduce some of the words

Tamar X




ew letters. Write ten of each letter, the first has been done for you. Pay
e top and the bottom of each letter sits.
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w letters look remarkably similar in Hebrew and can easily be confused. Practice
imilar letters from the text below. Mark every instance of the following letters as

5 a dot inside or not)
i L inside or not)



Is the process through which Hebrew letters are transposed to Latin (English) letters, To carry
you need to work from the right of the Hebrew word, but begin writing the English lettars

As an example, the transliteration of the Hebrew word MW is Slwm. For the final preduct,

m from left to right and the Hebrew from right to left. For this transliteration
reference sheet in this pack (page 2) to transliterate the following Hebrew words.

ds into English 7] Reconstruct the Hebrew words from
these transliteration symbols




