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2.3a: "The Plague in Athens


1.) Despite Thucydides’ careful description of the symptoms of this disease, modern scientists have been unable to identify the disease. Why might this be?


Despite Thucydides’ careful description of the symptoms of this disease, modern scientists have been unable to identify the disease, because due to the various circumstances there is a difference from regular disorders that were clearly being shown. 



2.) The social effects of the plague are central to Thucydides’ account. What were they? Do the behaviors he describes constitute “true” human nature, revealed when social convention breaks down, or is social convention more indicative of "true" human nature? Why (not)?


The social effects of the Thucydides account were affected due to the widespread due to the supplications in the temples, divinations, and so forth were found equally futile, until the overwhelming nature of the disaster.  The behaviors described showed that the social convention is meow indicative of "true" human nature because noblemen started to become saddened. Sad behavior was shown because noblemen were feeling sad and depressed due to being away from people due to the illness. These noblemen were snatched away from their popularity and power also due to their depression.

