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“The Knife” by Richard Selzer

1. What figurative language does Selzer use to describe the knife? (consider metaphors, similes, vivid verbs) Why? What do these descriptors reveal about the “character” of the knife? 
Selzer use metaphors and vivid verbs to describe the knife, to have the reader understand and view a knife from his perspective. A knife is sharp and silent at the same time. A knife is not a weapon or tool that make noise compare to guns, however for a small and quiet tool it can be very deadly or used to save people lives.  

2. How would you describe the narrator’s “relationship” with the knife?
Selzer admire the knife because he describes it as a form of art when used across the human skin. Also, in the text he discussed how he marvels how the knife works. 
3. What are the three roles /professions to which the narrator compares the role of surgeon? Why does he make these comparisons; what does each reveal about what he thinks being a surgeon/surgery is like?
The three roles Selzer compared surgeons/surgery to is the roles/professions of a priest, a poet, and a traveler.  He made these comparisons because like a priest, a surgeon has to be committed to his work, be well equipped and mature for service, and sacrifice time and sometimes their own will to help and heal people from their sickness from physical and spiritual. A priest and a surgeon both wear a special uniform that represents their occupation, and both jobs consist of being around a lot of blood and flesh via animals and humans. Both poets and surgeons give their all when performing their work such as devoting time and their skills. It is like a form of expression for both when creating poems or incisions. Both travelers and surgeons travel through dangerous places, the traveler dangerous places via mountains and the human body. Even though the mountains and the human body is strong if a traveler touch the wrong part of a mountain as he climbs it, he can cause the rocks to fall including himself/herself. If a surgeon cut the wrong part of a person’s body, it can be damaging and cause him to fall such as losing his licenses or the patient to fall such as dying on the operating table.  Both professions roles consist of great risk.	Comment by ms.gooden@gmail.com: 
All professions reveal he think a surgeon career is adventurous, skillful, and his role is high because he is held liable for people because their life is in his hands once they are on his operating table.  
    
4. Selzer never directly states a central idea, but he raises questions about the knife and the relationship of the surgeon to the knife that should prompt universally applicable questions about the relationships that humans have with their “tools.” What do you think is Selzer’s implied thesis? 
I am unsure about this question, but I think Selzer thesis is a person cannot perform or do their work effectively the work if he/she do not have the necessary tools to carry it out. 








“City Limits” by Colson Whitehead

1. What is Whitehead’s approach to personal narrative?  Whitehead’s approach to personal narrative is a viewpoint narrative. 

2. How does he include story in his creative nonfiction piece? 

Whitehead give the reader a little background on where he is from and his experience living in New York City, as well discussing the changes that are taking place in New York City.

3. How does he appeal to our senses? Whitehead appealed to the reader senses by giving vivid imagery of his experiences and discussing things a reader can identify or familiarize with.


4. What universal truth(s) does he reveal? Whitehead discussed judging too quickly, we were new too, and we never make proper goodbyes.  

5. Which point of view (craft-wise) does Whitehead use in this piece? Why do you think he chose this point of view for this piece? What is the effect of this choice? 

Whitehead use first person point of view in his story, and I think he chose this point of view because he wants the reader to hear about his personal experience living in New York City and from his perspective. 


6. How is place subjective (open to interpretation), for Whitehead? I do not fully understand this question, but the place is subjective because Whitehead was born and raised in New York and based off the story he has not lived outside of New York.  So, his experiences in New York City influenced him on how he view things.
