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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Keel used an iconographic approach to study Psalms and Mays examined the importance, historical context, liturgical use, theology, and types of Psalms. According to Keel iconographic art was used to influence biblical text and demonstrate historic events in the ancient Near East.[footnoteRef:1] In Psalms, 24:2 floodwaters in the abyss of the earth were used as a symbol of death, and Psalms 75:4  horns of the wicked represent the power of an evil force, and wings were a symbol of protection. According to Mays, Psalms is a book of poetry that highlights prayer and praise corporate worship including invocation, adoration, and confession.[footnoteRef:2] Psalms are used to develop spiritual discipline for meditation and devotion. Psalms are used to teach theology which includes the psalter recognized God as creator, judge, author of salvation, Jesus as the Son of God, the struggles of humans existence, cultural challenges and God is the one who is ruling on the throne. The servants are people who serve God and are available to do the will of God. The righteous are people who comply with the will of God, the wicked are people who oppose God and the lowly depend on God. The Psalms is scripture and it can be used for instructing, guiding, and encouraging people during different occasions including liturgy and different seasonal days and events. The Psalms is the historic experience of the Hebrew people and the Psalms is introduced by using headings which gives information about the text that described the experiences of people, for example, David fleeing from his son Absalom but the author of the Psalms is unknown. [1:  Othmar Keel, Symbolism of the Biblical World: Ancient Near Eastern Iconography and the Book of Psalms (Translated by Timothy J. Hallett; Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1997). Pg. 8-10]  [2:  James Luther Mays, Psalms (Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching; Louisville: WJK, 2011). Pg. 1-39] 

