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STEIN WEEKLY READING

Luke 3:1-4:11: 
This section of the book of Luke is the preparation of Jesus’ ministry (3:1-4:15). This section consists of two parts. Part one, 3:1-20, is about John the Baptist and his ministry. Part two, is about Jesus and his mission. The reading suggests that it is best to look at Luke 4:14-15 as a concluding summary because of its likeness to this section (Stein 1992, pg. 125).
(Side note question: On page 127 the reading mentions that Herod Antipas was the son of Herod the Great and stepbrother of Philip the tetrarch, who was also the son of Herod the Great. If they have the same father wouldn’t that make Herod Antipas Philip’s half-brother and not stepbrother?). I also found it interesting that (v2) during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, Caiaphas was actually the high priest during that time.  All this time I thought that they were both in partnership with each other. The reading mentioned that it was like how we still acknowledge the former presidents as Mr. President even after they have left office. 
In Luke 3:5, “Every Mountain and Hill made low (pg. 129),” Stein clarified for me that this is a metaphor of repentance.  He shows us that it literally means humbled and refers to the humbling of the proud.  This makes a lot of sense to me now.  This was never explained to me and I never really gave it much thought until now.  
Stein suggests that Luke introduced John the Baptist’s mission with an OT quotation, and this placed his ministry within the divine plan.  This was to prove that John’s ministry was the fulfillment of prophecy.  According to Stein, Luke did this to show Theophilus that everything he had learned occurred in accordance with the divine purpose for history (Stein pg. 130). Luke backed up his information with the OT scriptures so that there would be no doubt in Theophilus’ mind.  This would also prevent anyone from swaying his beliefs.  
(2) The Mission of John the Baptist:
	Stein states that Luke gave 3 examples of John the Baptists preaching.  Example one (3:7-9), proclaims that God’s kingdom has come, and it is imperative that everyone repent of their sins.  Example two (3:10-14) lets the people know that repenting involves producing good fruit.  Both examples suggest that baptism alone will not save you if it does not accompany a transformed lifestyle.  The third example (3:15-17) is John’s declaration of the coming Messiah.  Followed by a concluding summary of his ministry (3:18) and a historical summary found in 3:19-20 (pg. 131).  This setup is not found in Matthew, & Mark.
	It is interesting that in the Gospel of John, the ministries of Jesus and John the Baptist intertwine, but Luke seems to separate the two.  He presented his account of John’s imprisonment in 3:20 to complete John’s story in order to usher in Jesus’ ministry uninterrupted.   
(Second side question) In Luke’s Gospel, he mentions that Jesus was baptized.  However, he does not mention that Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist. The other gospels mention it but not Luke.  Is there any real proof as to why Luke might have left that out of his gospel? It would seem that this was an important part of their story. 
	V.22: “and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven “You are my Son, Whom I love, with you I am well pleased.” This passage is interpreted incorrectly in many churches.  Some churches teach that a spirit shaped like a dove fell upon Jesus. They also teach that Jesus became the Christ at the point of his Baptism.  It is clear from Stein’s reading that Luke wanted the readers to clearly understand the reality of Spirit’s coming upon Jesus and not in him.  I guess Jesus was anointed by the Spirit in preparation for his ministry Luke also shows us that Jesus was the son of God from the time of conception and not at the time of baptism. 
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