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The inquiry model allows teachers and scholars to exceed curriculum expectations. It also helps scholars to apply what they learn in school to their everyday lives while encouraging them to “drive” their own learning. The teachers are invested and use guided inquiry to pave student driven inquiry. The Kindergarten teacher, shows a great display of this, she told students “once you find something, make sure you tell the other paleontologists.” Not only did this encourage students to take responsibility for their own learning, it also helped to check for understanding and encouraged collaborative learning. 

The scholars in the video are engaged and invested in their learning. Inquiry based learning presents students with a problem and gives them the opportunity to come up with a solution. For example, the video shows students trying to figure out the difference between seeds and eggs which prompted them to use strategies they know to come up with the answer (experiments). Another example is the paint experiment, scholars were able to make the connection of cause and effect by creating paint and implementing background knowledge. The inquiry based model used at Ralston Elementary School inspires their students to think deeper by believing there is no limit to learning. 

This is different from how I learned science in elementary school because I learned science from a textbook once a week. Attending an elementary public school in the Bronx, science was viewed as an elective rather than core content. The only experiment I remember is the lima bean project. This consisted of putting lima beans and water in a zip lock bag with graph paper to track its growth. However, I remember feeling extremely accomplished watching the progress of my lima bean experiment come to life. 
