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The Spirit of the Rainforest is about the Yanomamo people of the Rainforest.  This novel talks about the culture of the Shaman group of people who live a life full of murder, rape, molestation, while dancing with the Spirits of the Rainforest.  Throughout this reading there are constant battles being fought because of fear of other tribes.  The Yanomamo people communicated with the Spirits and by the power of these Spirits they, mutilated, and killed many people, to regain territory in the land.  This reading elaborates on a life of thirty-two years in the Amazon. 
 The culture of this group was very intense.  I have never heard of anything like this before.  Mark spoke of how the trees and animals were communicating by the Spirits in the beginning, which was very unusual.  In this context, it seems as if the supernatural is definitely a norm within this cultural context.  These people also seem to be very violent with their guard up constantly with fear in their hearts of outsiders killing off their people.  I also thought the names of the people were very peculiar like, Jungleman, Mouth Warrior, and Funnyman.  These tribal names brought me some humor as I read the book.  
Many people coming from outside of the Amazon would see this culture as barbaric, and violent, but for them it was a way of life.  It was a norm to be able to communicate and dance, and have sex with the spirits of the forest.  Jungleman, who was the main warrior lived in constant fear of being attacked, and he would stay awake throughout the night in his hammock ready to strike those who sought to attack.  They were never safe within this context because of the violence of this culture.  But even though there was great fear amongst the warriors, they culturally would never show those emotions.  As warriors they were supposed to be fearless.  This culture also has had a lot of bitterness and unforgiveness.  Every battle that they fought was rooted in revenge, so they never forgave and reconciled within this culture.    In this culture the women were also degraded, and were treated horrifically.  Many of them were raped and molested, even as children.  The women were also degraded and were called many degrading names.  Men also had no remorse or compassion towards the women; and they treated them like sex slaves, and as a piece of meat.  
The Spiritual World was a huge benefactor throughout this cultural context.  Jungleman first started having spiritual encounters as a boy where the Spirits were trying to come into his life.  The Spirits worshipped him and fellowshipped with him after he blew Ebene up his nose.  In this culture drugs were used to help him tap into the Spiritual world.   These drugs would cause him to become possessed by the Spirits.  These spirits would influence him and many others to kill, rape, and be fearful.  These are all demonic strategies that the devil uses when people become demonized.  This demonization led to much oppression within this given culture.  
The gospel for this people group reached them in many different ways.  For this culture they had to become familiar with Yai Pada which was their native word for God.  For Christianity we know that when give our lives to Jesus, God’s Spirit lives in us and leads and guides in all truth.  For them the Shamans communicate with the Spirits of the Forest who have many names.  But their spirits teach them how to kill, rape, and oppress.  In their culture they live in communion with good spirits while trying to refrain from getting oppressed by the bad ones.  For Christians we believe that the Holy Spirit is the one true living God, who lives in communion with us.  We also understand that there are angels and demons.  God gives us authority and power to cast out devils, and heal the sick.  When Jungleman was trying to heal people with the spirits, he was still seeing many people perish.  But the Holy Spirit/God is a healer that is able to bring sight to the blind, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, and bring deliverance.  For them, they had to be under the influence of Ebene to gain access to the Spirits.  
Throughout this book the Shamans also desired to become transformed into a better individual through Yai Pada which meant God in their culture.  These people lived oppressed full of fear in their villages, but they continued to seek a better way of life.  But the spirits still caused them to stay oppressed and afflicted.  Like the Shamans, Christians also seek to become transformed, but it is only through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We believe that as we make Jesus the Lord of our life.  The Holy Spirit starts to transform our lives as we live in communion with the Living God.  The only difference is that we have testimonies to how God changes us from oppressed to free, from sick to whole, from dead spiritually to a new creature.  In Yai Pada the indigenous people are striving to get rid of old bad habits, but throughout the end of the book you can still see that it is a huge struggle for them.  Jungleman found out at the end that the rainforest spirits had that been guiding him throughout his life were all against him, and they tried to kill him at the end.  But Yai Pada rescued him from those spirits and saved his life.  Jesus was Yai Pada in their context.  Charming and all of other spirits would always tell him to stay away from Yai Yana Naba Laywa, but this Spirit helped him become more at peace.  But even at the end of this story after this experience, he still sought a better life.  In this book Jungleman says, “I only wanted then to take away some of our misery and help us live better.  And now I saw all the ways my old spirits had stopped us from living better (Ritchie).” 
When Keleewa shared the gospel, she did not share it in a Westernized way, but instead she still used the word Yai Pada, and told them that Yai Pada became a man and came to being them a beautiful land if they choose to follow Him.  They were also taught about the spirit of forgiveness instead of revenge, and on the spirit of kindness instead of fierceness.  In the text we see how they respond to the gospel in the part that says, “Now as they told me about how he became a man and cut a trail for us to follow him to his beautiful land, I could see how true it all was (Ritchie).”  When the gospel was shared in the context of their current culture, it was contextualized in a way that the indigenous people could understand and come to faith.  Another cool part was the encounter where Jesus/(Yai Pada) rescued Junglemann from the spirits who had tried to kill him in the book.  They saw that he was getting older and they had no use of him anymore, so they turned on him and tried to kill him, but Yai Pada rescues him and delivers him from those foul spirits.  	
	The Spirits that the Shamans fellowshipped turned on the people, and Jungleman found out the truth about the demonic spirits.  These demonic spirits sought to lie, deceive, confuse, and pull him away from Yai Pada who was the true living God of their context.  In the text we see that the gospel convicts the indigenous people by bringing to light how they were to repent from the use of the Shaman spirits to follow the one true Spirit.  In the book it says, “We will learn the new ways and follow a new Spirit.  What do we have to do to get someone to come and teach us about your Pai Yada (Ritchie).”  This is amazing because they are wondering how to be saved, and they are coming to faith in the text because of their encounters with Yai Pada, and in hearing the gospel preached to them in their lingo.  There was also life change that happened as they heard the gospel preached in the land.
	In this story, there were killers who came to Yai Pada who were changed by the power of God.  The text said, “he had seen a village of killer s turned into such active peace-lovers that they forgave their enemies (Ritchie).”  This is so powerful because the roots of hate and revenge were strongly rooted within this context of people.  
Missionally, If I were to share the gospel in the Shaman context of the sort, I would first of all come with a sense of awareness to the culture.  From reading this book I have been given a thorough knowledge about the culture of Shamanism in the Rainforest.  When they talk about their spiritual encounters It will not sound unfamiliar to me from my study from this text.  The indigenous people’s familiarity with the supernatural also can be contextualized if I come to their context flowing in the gifts of the Spirit. 
In their Shaman culture they communicate with the spirits and in Christianity I communicate with the Holy Spirit.  As I go there, I can listen to them talk about their spiritual encounters, and I can also share my spiritual encounters with Yai Pada.  When they here me talk about how Yai Pada gave me visions and dreams and spoke audibly to me, it would resonate with their culture.  In their context they also believe in healing, but in the text, the Shamans were not seeing people healed like we do in Christianity.  I have seen God heal many people through the laying on of hands, and I believe that if converted believers are equipped how to walk in powr to heal the sick, and prophesy in the name of the Lord; the gospel of Jesus Christ will be demonstrated in power like in the book of Acts where people there will be raised to become like Christ.
If I come there praying for the sick and casting out devils, they will be compelled by the demonstration of the Spirit’s power.  Throughout the gospel and the book of Acts this was the framework that was set by Jesus and the apostles.  They healed the sick, cast out devils, raised the dead, and preached the kingdom.  
Communion and dancing with spirits is also something that we share because in Christianity we worship and dance with God and sing to enter in His presence.  If I come watch them dance I could also speak their language by dancing and playing worship to Yai Pada.
Another great ministry element would be talking about or commonalities with wanting to become better people.  As they worship Yai Pada, they aspire to become better people.  So as I teach them I can talk about how Yai Pada transformed my life and placed forgiveness in my heart.  The spirits of the Shaman culture pulled the people towards vengeance, hate, murder, and fear; but the Spirit of God is love, kindness, joy, and brings transformation.  In their culture they all aspire to be more like God, which is a commonality that we share in the west.  The only difference is that we do not need to call on the extra spirits.  When they understand Yai Pada is all they need they will not want to commune with the demonic spirits of the rainforest.  
I do realize that this mission trip would be very risky and dangerous because of their cultural context, so I would be sure to bring someone with me that speaks their language, and someone who used to be a Shaman who became a Christian.  If I bring someone with me who is a part of their culture, this will help bring peace, because my partner will be able to communicate with them that we are not a threat, but are coming to learn more about their culture.  It would be wrong for me to come out there with a colonist disposition, of wanting to change their culture, and tell them that they are wrong.  
	When it comes to missions, I would be sure to build relationships with the people, coming there with a disposition to preach the gospel in a way where I am not disrespecting their culture.  I would also make sure to make to also bewell informed about what to do and what not to do in this context to avoid making any blunders.   How I can serve them and how can I pray for them?
	I want to know the needs for the land also, so that I can serve and help bring healing to the land.  It is not about how I can bring my Western culture, but instead how can I help them right now to make life better for the culture that they live in right now.  If healing and deliverance is a major need, I will pray for the sick, I will provide medicine, and If they need more food, I would come with food after doing research on the food they generally eat from their context.  
	I would also like to plant a church out there. Once people start wanting to come Christ.  I would help them plant a church.  We would meet and have services where I would teach the world of God with signs following.  Then I would raise up and disciple leaders in their land to become ministers of the gospel.  I would teach them how to heal the sick in Jesus’s name, and I would teach them about the power of the Holy Spirit.  There are many scriptures that would captivate them in the bible.
	The miracles of Jesus would captivate them greatly.  In the bible, it talks about how Jesus healed the sick and cast out evil spirits.  Throughout this book healing and deliverance was a major need amongst the people.  In the book of Acts, it talks about the power of the Holy Spirit.  And how God will live inside of us and fill us with power to heal the sick, and cast out devils.  
A teaching on how Paul becoming transformed from a killer to man of God would also be a great teaching amongst the indigenous people.  God blinded him, healed him, and empowered him to preach the gospel that he once persecuted.  The Shamans were people who believe in vengeance.  God’s vengeance was demonstrated on Paul when he was blinded on the road to Damascus.  But even after this encounter Paul’s life becomes radically changed after Ananias heals his sight and sends him out to preach in the name of Jesus.  In the text killer were becoming converted into peacemakers.  I believe that this theological implication would be a great text to open and change the heats of the people.
	I would also share the gospel using their lingo.  In their culture, instead of God they say Yai Pada.  So while sharing the gospel in this context, I would be sure to use this lingo to talk about how Yai Pado became a man to forgive us and bring us to a beautiful land.  This was the language used within this culture.  This is so important, because If I come there saying Jesus, and God bringing my Western culture, it will not be effective in reaching the hearts of the people.  When I share the gospel there, I would also prophesy as a teaching that talks about how God speaks.  In this context, the Shamans communicate with the spirits, so prophecy would not sound strange to them.  I believe that if God gives me and my team prophetic words about them to transform lives, this would be a stepping stone to the love and power of God, of how Yai Pada speaks.  When they see the power of God manifested, and they will then want to come to Yai Pada and be saved.  The goal in their culture is to come to Yai Pado.  Ever since Jungleman started communicating with the spirits, they would tell him to stay away from Yai Pado, but near the end he encounter Jesus/Yai Pada who saves his life on the trail.
	 Furthermore, in this context is so important to understand the cultural norms in the land so that one does not come ignorant and unprepared causing the them to either get captured, killed, and not received well by the people.  When ministering to this context we must be careful  not to make preconceived notions about their culture because of how they dress and live their lives.  To our Western culture, this context could appear barbaric, but we must properly exegete the culture, and get to the know them better to discover the needs to the indigenous people.  But what do we all have in common?    No matter what culture or religion, most of the religions and occults have one commonality, which is freedom, and becoming a better person.  With this disposition, missionaries be able to better share the gospel to anyone.
