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I read 100% of the assigned reading carefully and took notes from it.

Week 10 Essay: Old Testament Critical Methodologies Part III
	Literary critics seek to understand scripture by evaluating the structure, style, purpose, mood, and strategy of a text, as well as the author’s literary imagination, allowing them to differentiate between authors/editors and identify composites of a whole (Hayes and Holladay, 91). When students of the Bible are able to capably consider the literary aspects of Scripture, nuances that may have otherwise been missed are allowed to surface, increasing their ability to ask the right questions (Hayes and Holladay, 91-92). A clear Scriptural example of this is found when studying the multilayered aspect of the psalms (Hayes and Holladay, 95).
	Structural critics understand literature to be timeless, thereby offering meaning that is derived not from the author’s original intent, but from an interworking of the text’s design with the reader’s understanding (Hayes and Holladay, 140-141). Because structuralism demands that literature is sub-divided, a student of the Bible is forced to decipher the variety of ways that a text may be classified, thereby having the opportunity to consider both its surface as well as its deeper meanings (Hayes and Holladay, 140). When using structuralism to assess the Creation account, the story can be subdivided into categories to aid in determining its meaning (Hayes and Holladay, 144-145).
	Canonical critics begin with the final form of Scripture, expecting to walk away with applications for their lives (Hayes and Holladay, 153-154). They read Scripture is read as a whole, letting Scripture interpret Scripture, rather than focusing on external aspects, such as history, for an augmented interpretation (Hayes and Holladay, 155-156). In using this method, Bible readers approach Scripture as a sacred text, knowing that it holds meaning for them today (Hayes and Holladay, 156). Canonical criticism is useful when interpreting Old Testament prophecies in light of today’s world (Hayes and Holladay, 159).
	In a very provocative passage, Ruth asked Boaz to take his place as her kinsman-redeemer (Ruth 3). Literary critics might ask how the different actions of the characters work together to form the scene. Canonical critics would ask how this interchange is applicable in their own lives. 
	

