Jason Lee. Essay Week 9. Reading the Old Testament OT503.

I read 100% of the assigned reading and took notes on it.
Literary criticism analyzes and interprets a texts’ literary format, nuances and composition, as they contribute to the underlying and/or shallow meaning of the whole piece of literature (Hayes and Holladay, 91).  An example of this is how Leviticus 18:1-4 contributes to one of the entire book’s messages of how the Israelites are to remain in a right relationship with God. 
Structuralist criticism’s concern is discerning the meaning of the current version of a verse with universal application regardless of that text’s “prehistory”, like if a text has been edited in history (Hayes and Holladay, 140).  It is taking the verse at face-value (not necessarily literally) rather than understanding every historical context surrounding the text.  An example of this in the Old Testament is understanding the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20 as relevant to today’s world and ignoring how it shaped early Israel’s relationship with God after their exodus out of Egypt.
Canonical criticism looks to interpret verses in how they contribute to the entire canon of Scripture as a whole and how it impacts its community of believers (Hayes and Holladay, 154-156).  An example of this is how today’s Christian looks at Joel 2:28 in the Old Testament and understands how it not only contributes to the New Testament’s message in Acts 2:17-21, but how it impacts the message of all of Scripture and the lives of an everyday Christian.
The conscientious Bible reader is aided by these above mentioned tools to help them understand a larger picture that is revealed throughout Scripture.  When reading a specific verse in Scripture, these methods provide context and perspective found in Scripture to verify and aid in understanding what the reader has just read.  Use Scripture to interpret and understand Scripture, comes to mind. 
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