Constructed Response 6
Literacy

       Scaffolding EFL Students’ Writing Through the Writing Process Approach was a study about effect of scaffolding. There were 30 students who participated in this study. They all spoke Kurdish and studied at the English Language Department at Koya University. The procedures were a pretest and a post-test consisted of 25 items asking about the processes of writing. The process of writing consisted of six stages: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. Results showed that students performed better on the post-test than the pretest. “This is due to the fact, that using writing process with teacher’s scaffolding techniques in teaching writing skill provides a better basis for enhancing the students to write a good and an academic piece of writing in English compared to the students that only get knowledge about writing process without practically practicing it and without teacher’s scaffold.” 
     Why Can’t Tyrone Write: Reconceptualizing Flower and Hayes for African American Adolescent Male Writer was a study was exploring the perceptions and writing processes of African American students. There were 3 eighth grade students who participated in the study. They had all failed the state core curriculum test or received a low grade for English. The procedures were a consent from their parents, three interviews with the students and writing samples. Results showed that the students were capable of writing regardless of how they perceived themselves as. They don’t see themselves as school writers, but their writings say otherwise. “Their perceptions of not seeing themselves as school writers could be attributed to the fact that for their entire academic careers, they had been cast in the role of the struggling learner who was socially promoted out of good behavior or the future criminal who had nothing to offer to the classroom by extension, society.” 
      Both studies’ similarity is proving students thrive in writing when given the proper guidance of the writing process. When the students were taught how to write with specific instructions and lessons, they were able to improve in writing and prove they can be better writers. The difference is the number of participants who were in the study. The first study had 30 and the second only had 3. Having little participants give less validity to the study because it is only a tiny percentage of the whole representation. However, even though the second study only had three students participating, the result was still fitting to the circumstance all the students were analogously in. The positive implications of the Flower and Hayes approach are differentiating between a novice and an expert writer and helping the writers find their own effective revision strategies. The negative implication is when a writer can’t develop a focused body of ideas and so, it can get complicated. In my opinion, I like both the cognitive and structured processes of writing. I think it depends on what I want to write about. If it’s a research paper and it has a strict outline, I would prefer to follow a structured writing process. If it’s a writing that requires more of my cognitive approach, then I would prefer to follow a cognitive writing process. I can benefit from both strategies depending on what I see as appropriate to the writing instructions. 
