Assignment 1: 
1) One state that has weak bullying legislation is North Carolina. I chose this state because that is where I began my teaching career and I wanted to see how it compared to other states I have lived or taught in. North Carolina is lacking in two main categories as far as I see it: mental health supports and parent engagement. Maryland, where I taught for three years, trains staff on mental health, protects certain groups, and involves parents in this process. All three of these areas are important to me. North Carolina only does one of these three, protect groups, and most other states like Delaware and New York have at least two of those three pieces of legislation in place. Overall, North Carolina is one of the most lacking states when it comes to anti-bullying legislation. 
2) I believe we do expect our kids to handle more than adults can. In many cases adults in a school expect children work it out themselves. Bullies are not logical and children in general can struggle to make logical decisions. Asking children to work things out logically could lead to more issues for the victim, additionally most adults struggle to work out interpersonal issues without the added pressure of violence or harassment. Asking children to work things out logically could ultimately hurt them and is unfair because most fully developed adults cannot do that themselves. 
3) One thing my school does well is administer a school climate assessment. I feel there is value placed in the assessment and students complete it with fidelity. However, I do not feel as though our school uses the data to effectively make changes. Students have felt uncomfortable with certain aspects of the school since I’ve been there and no meaningful change has been made. One aspect we are challenged by is including students as stakeholders. When students try to use their voices sometimes, they are not received well or ignored all together. I think we could do a better job of systematically including student input and organically involving them as stakeholders. 
4) The classroom approach I feel is most needed is cooperative groups. I feel many adults struggle with working in groups and I feel as though we can teach our students how to effectively work in groups to ensure that everyone is heard and feels they played an important role. Specifically teaching how to work in groups could help students learn other things like equality, empathy, and cooperation. 
5) In the first scenario I would first let the group of bullies know that calling someone a name like this is offensive and highly inappropriate. Next I would examine the notebook for exactly what was draw. Then I would call a meeting with the victim to explain what happened. After learning the facts, I would meet separately with the group of bullies to explain to them that this is not acceptable behavior and they should not be calling names like that, regardless of what they see on the notebook. Additionally, I would have the students complete some sort of training in which they learn about different ways people are discriminated against and why that is unacceptable. 
6) I learned that friends’ groups are very important to our students. Even in the case that some friends aren’t actually great friends it can be tough to leave that group. “There is very little that can bring a girl psychologically to her knees like a lost or a threaten relationship,” this is very important to keep in mind because even though some interpersonal issues may not seem big to us, they are a huge deal for some of our students. I learned that girls are test higher than boys but still feel pressure to be typically feminine. Women after college feel the need to be more passive and aggressive women are less well received. Women are often more modest than they should be and should express and assert themselves more freely, especially in the workplace. Relationships can give girls practice to be better leaders. 

Assignment 2: 

A bystander is someone who witnesses a bullying situation but is not directly involved, at least initially. Bystanders can stop bullying almost immediately if they step in to do something about the situation. In a vast majority the cases of bullying there is a bystander present. If that bystander takes action the bullying is more than likely to stop within 10 seconds. The title of this article is right on point, bystanders are essential in stopping bullying. Bystanders play crucial roles in bullying, but there are different categories. Outsiders, defenders, reinforcers, and assistants are all roles a bystander can take.  The most helpful of these roles is the defender, who intervene when bullying occurs. The most egregious is the assistant, who helps the bully in one form or another. There is a litany of reasons why bystanders choose to intervene or not. Some main reasons they may not intervene include fear of being bullied themselves, not being friends with the person being bullied, or they do not know exactly to do. Some reasons bystanders intervene include being friends with the target of the bullying, viewing the target as innocent, or having empathy and sympathy for the target, just to name a few. Bystanders are not restricted to doing something the exact moment the bullying is occurring. They can do things beforehand like being generally inclusive and being a role model for other students by showing kindness. During the moment bystanders can support by defending the target, questioning bullying behavior, and using humor. Even after bullying has occurred a bystander can support the target by reaching out to that person individually or telling an adult so they can intervene. There are many options a bystander can take to support a bully; inaction is not an option. Finally, teachers and schools must be consistent with how they approach bullying. If students see adults in the school as role models and those adults are modeling healthy relationships, they can support students learning how to be in good relationships with each other. 
Assignment 3: 
A. Megan Meier
1) Megan is more vulnerable to bullying the fact that she was online and thought she was in love with someone she had never actually met. 
2) I would like to know how many other friends Megan had and did she tell these friends about her relationship with this ‘Josh’ person.
3) The bullying looks like someone leading Megan to thinking she was forming a relationship with someone when she actually wasn’t, then using her feelings against her later to emotionally assault her and say she was horrible. 
4) Her experience would impact her educationally because she would probably be tired during school from being up late at night messaging this person. She was probably fairly depressed after ‘Josh’ turned on her so she was probably unmotivated in school. 
5) Parents could protect her by not participating in the bullying and speaking with their children about cyberbullying. Teachers can support her teaching students how to be a responsible online global citizen. 
6) Attempts to advocate for Megan likely failed because she truly believed this ‘Josh’ person was truly in love with her. They also probably failed because the student’s mother participated in it with her, so even if a fellow student or teacher told her it was wrong her own mother was supporting what she was doing. 
B) Phoebe Prince
1) Two things that make Phoebe more vulnerable to bullying, harassment, and intimidation is the fact that she was previously bullying (and may have felt more susceptible to it) and that she was an immigrant. 
2) I would like to know how Phoebe’s boyfriend turned from being with her to being a bully to her. I would like to know how some teachers and school personnel acted to keep her from being bullied following the report from her mother. 
3) Bullying, intimidation, and harassment look like throwing cans of red bull at her, suggesting she kill herself, and hounding her to and from school and all throughout the school. It also looks like mocking her after her death and not letting her friends mourn her without fearing of being bullied themselves. 
4) Her experience impacts her educationally because she probably did not like coming to school much. She probably was withdrawn in class and did not like to call attention to herself. 
5) Teachers could have done more to keep an eye out for her and also spoken with the other students about the negative impact bullying can have and why they should do it. Parents could work with their children to be more inclusive of those who may be different than themselves. 
6) Her mother’s attempts to advocate for her failed because seemingly no one at the school took her warnings and complains serious enough. Her mother did what she could to let the school know this would be an issue but none of the other adults took enough action. 
C) Jon Carmichael
1) Jon was more vulnerable because he was previously bullied. Additionally, no one stood up to be a bystander, they instead took part in the bullying which made it worse for Jon. 
2) I would like to know what Jon or his mother did since the third or fourth grade to try to get help from teachers or staff. Additionally, I would like to know if Jon had any friends that could have been a support system for him. 
3) The bullying, intimidation, or harassment looks like Jon getting pushed to the ground, his head stuffed in a toilet, and being tied to a dumpster naked. 
4) This experience would impact him educationally because Jon probably doesn’t do well in group settings in school. He is probably very intimidated to be outside of the classroom by himself. 
5) His mother could have been a bigger advocate for him since the very beginning of the bullying happening. His teachers could have tried to stopped the bullies activities and watched the students closer while on the playground and in the hallways. 
6) The attempts to advocate Jon failed no other students advocated for him and his teachers continually allowed these things to happen to him. 
Assignment 4: 
1) Harassment: Unwelcome conduct based on a particular status, can be threats, physical assault, or verbal or written abuse. 
Bullying: unwanted, aggressive, repetitive behavior that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. 
Report – a write up of the harassment, must include how the conduct is affecting the student. 
Targeted student – one who is impacted by harassment or bullying
Perpetrator – The student or students who are harassing someone else
Grievance Procedures – the way a student can file harassment complaints to the staff
Civil Rights Coordinator – Employee designated to coordinate compliance with federal civil rights laws
2) The major difference between harassment and bullying is that bullying can include conduct that is not based on a particular status. 
3) Protected classes include: 
a. Race, color, national origin
b. Sex
c. Religion
d. Disability
4) The main goal for stopping harassment is to not let the conduct interfere with the student’s ability to get an education. 
Assignment 5: 
1. The tragic spin in this case is that this Josh person was not even real. It was a mom in the neighborhood and another 18-year-old girl because they thought Megan was talking about her daughter behind her back. This is ironic because one mother was trying to defend her daughter in a way, she thought was best but it ended up causing Megan to lose her life. It’s so tragic because Megan was so upset about someone who didn’t even exist and one mother caused another to grieve. While Megan’s mom does not believe these parents knew Megan would take her own life, but they thought it was funny. The tragedy is that they didn’t want to be pushing someone towards suicide but they just played a gruesome joke. Even though some of these profiles can be anonymous they can still cause people to really get hurt in real life. 
2. I learned that cyber bullying can be far more reaching than in person bullying. Cyber bullying can be even worse because people can think they are anonymous but they can really hurt someone’s feelings. I learned that cyberbullying can be more than one person and even someone who is completely different than how they are presenting themselves online. I learned that students can be bullied both in person and through cyber bullying, it does not have to be one or the other. I learned that cyberbullying can be even worse than regular bullying because the student can feel they cannot get away from it. Cyber bullying is constantly evolving and parents need to stay up to date on what their children are doing. I learned that even if parents are on top of everything, like Megan’s mom, and things can still end poorly. 
3. Megan Meier’s mom regards the best way to handle bullying is to validate our children’s feelings and listen to them. She states that often times parents are doing too much when they try to fix it or they are doing the wrong thing by suggesting that they will fix the situation at school. Students are the ones who need to stop bullying. Students feel much more comfortable when other students intervene rather than a parent. Additionally, research states that when another student intervenes, within ten seconds the situation can be stopped. Children have the power to stop this the most. When they support their fellow students and stand up for each other they can make a true difference. Adults need to listen and children need to be empowered to support each other. 
4. One of my original thoughts was why I hadn’t heard this story before. Megan would’ve been around my age and I feel as though I should’ve heard about her to prevent bullying cases from happening at my school. Some other thoughts I had were that children do need and deserve validation because they are struggling to figure out who they truly are. Another thought I had is that we need to train our young people to stick up for one another and be an advocate for those getting bullied. Another thought I had is that there should be training or practice for parents and teachers to validate and just listen to students so they can feel supported. One of the questions I had was how can we as educators gain more trust with our young people so that more than 25% feel comfortable telling a trusted adult when they are struggling through issues of bullying. Another question I had was how can we use this sad story to prevent other stories like it from happening? 
