Cynthia Wilson-Borbor
OT503 Lesson 6:  The Poetic Books
· I read the Bible for 1 Hour
· [bookmark: _GoBack]I listened to the Bible for 1 hour
· I read 100% of the assigned reading carefully, highlighted areas of focus and took notes from it.
· I watched all 5 videos (Lesson 21-25) for each book and took notes.  I watched the Bible Project videos for Job through Song of Songs.
1.  Provide a succinct overview of the poetic books.  What are they?  According to Hill and Andrew, wisdom sought to teach practical moral principles for behavior or prompted the reader rationally to investigate the many problems associated with human existence—all from a viewpoint firmly rooted in “the fear of the Lord”.  The wisdom literature of the Old Testament includes the instructional books of Proverbs and Song of Songs and the speculative books of Job and Ecclesiastes, along with select wisdom psalms and portions of the prophetic books employing wisdom terminology or themes (Hill and Andrew, 376).
2. What is the purpose and message for each of the books that it contains?  Job:  Does Job serve God for nothing?  When suffering comes, does righteousness remain is the question.  What is on trial is God’s policies.  The Retribution process, when righteous people prosper, wicked people suffer.  Will this give people and ulterior motive to be righteous.   God cannot be reduced to a simplistic equation.  Nothing is guaranteed in a fallen world, we must trust God in all that we do.  Psalms: The overall theme is how God’s kingship works in the world and how we acknowledge His kingship through songs and prayers of lament, praise, worship, faith and hope. The kingship of God was represented in the kingship of David.  Proverbs:   Collection of comparisons (path of the righteous vs. the path of the wicked and foolish) designed to instruct the people in righteous and skilled living.  Wisdom can be learned and passed on to the next generation.  The fear of the Lord is the catalyst that makes wisdom work.  The path of wisdom must be followed individually and corporately.  The female teacher is the personification of wisdom to live a life that honors God and others.  Ecclesiastes:  How to think about purpose and meaning in life considering the Hebrew theological ideology of Hebel, which means vanity, meaningless, worthless and not beneficial.   Life is temporary and fleeting, so we must not concentrate on self-fulfillment since this is temporary.  Fulfillment is God’s business and we should accept what comes our way whether it’s good gifts from God such as contentment and joy, or adversity.  Nothing is guaranteed, so enjoy the gifts that God has for us.  Song of Songs: The intimate story of a man and women, their love, courtship and marriage.  One interpretation says that these songs are an allegory of God’s love for Israel or Christ’s love for the Church.  Sex, created by God and pronounced good in Eden, is important.  Sex is mentioned in the context of an intimate and loving relationship between a man and women through their love and commitment for each other.  Sex and marriage are put in their proper perspective of love versus lust and exploitation.
3.  Identify at least one major event or feature that was new or challenging to your understanding of this portion of scripture.  I did not realize the book of Psalms is one cohesive book made up of 150 psalms in 5 sections to facilitate in the continuity of God’s story and plan for his people.  I thought of each Psalm individually between different choirs and musicians, interwoven with prayers and songs of David’s life on the run, but have since learned through this study that each psalm was selected and arranged purposefully as a book to continue the story of God’s plan for his people and the future messianic hope in Christ through the Davidic dynasty and the retribution principle.
4.  Identify 2-3 specific questions or issues that you would like to research further.  1.  What are the different attributes of the retribution process and are they still relevant today.  If so, how should we apply these principals today.   2.  Identify the theological missteps of Solomon’s reign and territorial expansion in the unified kingdom.  The rise and fall of King Solomon, what went wrong?
