	Title
	Maestro Stu Saves the Zoo 

	Setting
	Zoo: 

	Characters
	Stu: a young boy who is ambitious
Momma: caring and teaches Stu music
Mr. Cooper: evil because he didn’t care about the zoo animals and only about his future. 

	Tone
	Omniscient narration. The tone is upbeat with rhymes, similes, idioms metaphor, and personification. Everyone is determined to work together to save the zoo, so the emotion is passionate

	Illustration
	Technique: distinguished
Colors: green, red, blue, yellow, etc. 
Paint brush strokes with soft colors. Illustrations support the text by drawing the exact action the text says. For example, when the animals are holding a meeting together, the illustration shows all the animals huddle behind the zookeeper secretly holding their meeting. Illustrations fill the entire pages.

	Plot
	Mr. Cooper wanted to buy the zoo to build a mall, not caring about the animals.

	Theme
	When everyone works together as a team and never gives up, anything can be accomplished!

	Language
	There are idioms to describe characters better. Book has a page dedicated to idioms in the back. Vocabulary words: symphony
The read aloud flows well and there are opportunities for dialogic reading. There is a balance between predictability and surprise. 



	Title
	Maya Angelou

	Setting
	Arkansas

	Characters
	Maya Angelou: brave woman who wrote books about her experience and stood up for what she believed in.

	Tone
	First person narration. The tone is consistent and straightforward.

	Illustration
	Technique: good
The illustrations are real pictures. They are real instead of drawings to depict historical and factual evidence. However, the cover is a drawing of Maya Angelou with books in the background.

	Plot
	Blacks were not treated fairly so Maya Angelou took a stand through her writings. 

	Theme
	You can achieve your dreams and be a voice for what you’re passionate for. Stand up for what you believe in. 

	Language
	Languages helps with word recognition. There are questions to engage readers and vocabulary words (performer) The text is straightforward and explains as is. 



	Title
	Elmer and the Tune

	Setting
	Forest

	Characters
	Elmer: clever and helpful, and the other animals

	Tone
	Omniscient narrator. Emotion: Curious about how the tune went.

	Illustration
	Technique: masterful
Colors: uses every color to illustrate the bright elephant and the forest. Color is dominant. 
It Is very colorful with the main character having the most colors. Overall the colors are so vibrant and fun. Illustrations fill the entire pages. 

	Plot
	All the animals couldn’t get a catchy tune out of their heads.

	Theme
	Learn self-control or be clever for the sake of others. 

	Language
	There are a lot of dialogue with the animals talking to each other. There are a lot of dialogic readings. The read aloud flows well and there are pleasing patterns with the tune the animals sing in the book. 



	Title
	Frog and Toad Are Friends 

	Setting
	Toad’s house

	Characters
	Frog: a helpful friend and Toad: always sleepy and has problems in every chapter.

	Tone
	Omniscient narrator. Emotion: warm because the stories focus on two best friends and their simple adventures. 

	Illustration
	Technique: good
Line is dominant. Illustrations picture one scene at a time. For example, in the text says toad comes out of the water and all the animals laugh at him, the illustration captures that scene perfectly. 
A lot of greens and browns, most likely because of animals and setting. Illustrations don’t fill the entire page.


	Plot
	1st chapter: Toad didn’t want to get up. 
2nd: Toad couldn’t think of a story
3rd: Toad lost his button 
4th: Toad was embarrassed of his bathing suit
5th: Toad waits for mail

	Theme
	The theme is about friendship. In this case between the frog and toad. They are always together and help one another

	Language
	Book is divided into short chapters with titles. The book consists of conversations between the two characters. There are a lot of opportunities for dialogic readings. The text is effective and appropriate for the intended audience. 



	Title
	Harold and the Purple Crayon

	Setting
	His imagination

	Characters
	Harold: a small boy who draws his world with a purple crayon.

	Tone
	Omniscient narration. The tone is calm and relaxed. It is about him drawing his next adventures. 

	Illustration
	Technique: fair
A simple drawing of Harold and his trail of purple. Illustrations don’t fill the page. It’s not colorful and the visual elements here are lines. 

	Plot
	Harold draws many windows to find his own. 

	Theme
	You can start your own adventures and do anything in your imagination. 

	Language
	The words match the next thing Harold draws. So, when you want to know what happens, you find out as you read and see the illustrations. There isn’t any predictions or surprises in the language. 



	Title
	I Love You, One to Ten

	Setting
	Home

	Characters
	Mother: caring and doting mother who nurtures her child and child.

	Tone
	Mother’s narration describing reasons 1-10 what she loves about her son. 

	Illustration
	Technique: distinguished
Colors: Blue is dominant. 
Drawings are soft with light colors. Boy’s hair and cheeks are orange. Illustrations show a sequence of getting the child for bed from 1 to 10. Illustrations fill the entire pages.

	Plot
	No plot but shows a process of mom getting child ready for bed. 

	Theme
	Mother’s love

	Language
	Book starts out with a question. Listing from 1-10. Uses exclamation points to emphasize excitement and love. Pages turn in the right places and the read aloud flows well. 



	Title
	Lion and Mouse

	Setting
	Woods

	Characters
	Lion: arrogant and looked down on the mouse. and Mouse: small but fearless

	Tone
	Omniscient narration. Emotion: scared because the lion almost ate the mouse, and later on, the lion was trapped.
Relieved because they became good friends.

	Illustration
	Technique: distinguished
Colors and lines are the dominant visual elements. 
Illustrations are detailed and intricate. The drawings are drawn to looks like real life. Illustrations fill the entire pages.

	Plot
	Lion gets trapped in a hunter’s net

	Theme
	Friendship

	Language
	Vocabulary words (insignificant) Language flows when read aloud, It is effective and appropriate for the intended audience. There are many dialogic readings and there is a balance of predictability and surprise. 



	Title
	The Kissing Hand

	Setting
	The woods

	Characters
	Chester Racoon: timid but sweet child who overcomes his fear of starting something new with the help of his mother and mother: patient and loving, teaches her child not to be afraid because her kiss will always be in his heart.

	Tone
	The tone is warm and calm. Emotions: encouraged because Chester was able to conquer his fear of school because of his mother’s kiss. 

	Illustration
	Technique: masterful 
Colors: all the colors are used, mainly dark colors to depict the night. 
The colors are pigmented, and the drawings are so detailed. 
Colors, shapes and lines are the visual elements. 
Illustrations support the text. It fills the entire pages. 

	Plot
	Chester Raccoon is scared to start a new journey: school. 

	Theme
	You can overcome your fears knowing you are loved and supported. 

	Language
	It’s clever in the way that the writing matches the characters. One-part talks about washing food with water and that pertains to racoons because raccoons wash their food with water before they eat. Good background knowledge. 



	Title
	Sheep in a Jeep

	Setting
	Jeep and the hills

	Characters
	Sheep: a bunch of sheep who recklessly drive through the hills.

	Tone
	The tone is upbeat with a lot of rhymes and repetition. Emotions: Worried because the sheep are driving so carelessly and fast. 

	Illustration
	Technique: good
Illustrations are simple and draws exactly what the text says. 
Soft colors are used with water -color paint. In the cover, there are sheep riding a jeep and it looks like a fast ride. 

	Plot
	The sheep drive the jeep so fast that it goes through a lot of accidents. 

	Theme
	If you’re not safe and in a hurry, everything can come to an abrupt stop. Slow down and enjoy the ride.  

	Language
	There are a lot of repetitions (beep) and rhymes.  



	Title
	The Paper Bag Princess

	Setting
	Castle and dragon’s home

	Characters
	Elizabeth: a brave Princess who took matters into her own hands, Ronald: a foolish prince who only cares about the outward appearance, and the dragon: foolish and arrogant 

	Tone
	Narrating through Elizabeth as the main character. Emotions: Worried because the dragon took the prince away and Elizabeth the princess went after them by herself. Happy because she was quick-witted and smart and also when she knew her worth when she found out the Prince cared only about her appearance. 

	Illustration
	Technique: good
Illustrations are simple and includes all the right details to support text. For example, you see the Princess in a paper bag from beginning to end. Drawings are consistent. 
Colorful with a lot of greens and yellows. When the Princess leaves the prince, the scene is her walking into the sunset. I think it could symbolize her ending the chapter of her life with the prince and walking into a new one. 

	Plot
	A dragon burned the castle down and kidnapped the Prince. 

	Theme
	Take matters into your own hands by knowing your true worth.  

	Language
	The language is short and concise. It gets to the point right way and the book ends quickly. Repetition in dragon’s line. 
Text may not be appropriate for every audience. In the last scene, the princess calls the prince a “bum” which is not an appropriate word for students to use. 




