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My national back ground is from Haiti.My mother and father were born in Haiti.My mother relocated from Haiti,I was born in brooklyn. My Mother has seven children, my father has thirteen.I am the only girl,My father has  three sets of women which he had children by.Seven are from my mother,six of us have the same father.My four older brothers were born in Haiti.They speak the language,listen to the hatian music, love the food, and date only haitian women.My mother was married to my four older brothers father in Haiti.My father and  my mothers first husband were best friends.My mother had an affair with my father who was married to my two oldest brothers in Haiti.In other words my mother and father were married to  two separate people in haiti before they began their affair.When my mother first husband found out about the affair,my mother left for the United States with my father.My father helped purchase a home for her in queens.My father lived in brooklyn at the time.While working on purchasing the home,my parents had my older brother, myself, and my younger brother in brooklyn then we moved to our  home in queens.My mother came to the United States at the age of fourty years old,according to my father and my brothers,I was not born yet.My father came to the United States shortly after.My father was put out of haiti due to him being a activist who spoke against the leader at the time.He was escorted by soliders and thereatended never to return to Haiti or he will be killed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Knowing that my father spoke up for human rights was a positive force for me to hear.This  motivated me in being something and doing something that is right at a young age.I remember after hearing the stories,asking my father your not going back to Haiti are you.He always said there is no place for me there anymore.Now that I am thinking about my culutre I considered myself African Amercian with hatian descent.I represent the African American black generation,and very proud.When my mother was alive we were rasied catholic.I went to a catholic church with my brothers.I had communion,confirmation,and always received the bread every Sunday.After my mother passed away,I became christian in a baptist church.I received Jesus by salvation.I was baptised immidiately. Our custom growing up, we always went to church and engaged in big meals when my Mom was alive.Afterwards my father continued the tradition.We enjoyed a variety of foods such as lumbie, which is a fish, we ate chicken and pork which were called in different names.Most of the dishes were made with rice and plantians with  a salad and vegtables always.The fish called lumbie, is a fish that needs to be boiled for three hours.The french calls it escargo,it is very delicious.Rituals and beliefs were always saying grace before meals.We had to have our elbows off the tables and the fork always had to go in the left hand.I was lucky and considred doing the right thing,however I was left handed.My Mother and father realized  that later on.We celebrate the orginal holidays,christmans, Thanksgiving, and Easter.Thoses were really big,Even when my mom passed  away.My father continued all the traditions.My gender is female.Growing up the only girl,made me a tom boy.I fought with my brothers daily,jumping over trees,climbing trees.Playing sports was pretty big.All sports, tackle football,baseball,racing and basket ball.I became pretty rough.Lastly I joined the Army with one of my brothers in the buddy system.I always followed my older brothers being the only female gender.My religious affilation today is christiantiy.My faith is strong and I love the lord Jesus chrsit with all of my heart.I cannot begin my morning or day without giving him thanks and grateful for who and what I am.This is a part of my identity and I do make it known thart I love the lord.Not so much at work, however I do share in conversations with friends and family.I am 52 years old and I am so settled with who I am.My different experiences has  allowed me to become who I am.I have been more comfortable today with my culture than I was in my younger days.In our culture the celebration would be the carribean day parade.This is where all people from different west Indes celebrate.I have never attended one of the functions,however many of my brothers, and sister n laws have been  there,several times.In answering the questions in order,My religious belief is Chrsitiantiy.This is a part of my identity.I do share with close friends and family, the love I have for Jesus as I said earlier.My gender is female and I am  strong black women who is a mother and a wife.I care deeply for the cause of women and encourage all women to become who they are.As I shared ealier I am 52 years old,I am looking forward to retirment in three years when I become 55 years old.I have worked in the state for thirty two years. The process is,you are allowed to retire if you have thirty years and 55 years old.I consider myself blessed.My Master would provide me with a second career god willing.My position at my job  today,is a Team Leader over the women unit.I work for Kingsboro Addiction Treatment Center in brooklyn.I have been recently promoted to this position,previously I was working at Creedmoor addiction treatment center in Queens as a evening shift supervisor.I started in Office of mental health,and transferered to OASAS,office of substance abuse services.I began with the state in 1987 as a mental health therapy aide,obtained my CASAC,crednetialed alcohol addiction counselor.I went from a grade 5 to a grade 18.My salary changed for the better.This helped my husband and I help our daughter with her education.My husband also worked for the state.He retired last year.I was living in Long Island Dixhills on candle path,after I graduated high school I went into the military.When I returned, in 1991 we were married and moved to Queens.We had    our daughter in 1994,she continues to live at home with us.My location is a black community. The area does not impact on my identiy I find my self settle and comfortable in my region,home, and my community.This social cultural class has helped me to undersrtand myself and my identity.Learning abut race,cutural and identity has been very informative to me.
