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Summary  
This reading report is on “Expectation Without Agenda” - The CMA Statement on Spiritual Gifts. http://www.cmalliance.org/about/beliefs/perspectives/spiritual-gifts.  This article gives the reader a brief synopsis concerning the gifts of the Spirit, their purpose, function, and how they operate.  In the article the writer begins by explaining to the reader that the purpose of the gifts is to edify the body of Christ.  This article places a special emphasis on the edification of the church; as well as ensuring that the reader understands that these gifts are not derived through our natural abilities, but by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Interaction and Critique
This article was excellent, and really helped me understand the purpose of the Spiritual Gifts.  I really loved the way the writer began the article with expressing the purpose of the gifts for the edification of the church, in addition to the fact that they cannot be derived through natural abilities.  The article states that:
Spiritual gifts are supernatural empowerments given by the Holy Spirit to the followers of Christ so that they can do the work of building up the body of Christ, that is, the church, and extend the Kingdom of God throughout the world. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  "Expectation without Agenda"-The CMA Statement on Spiritual Gifts, accessed June 5, 2020,
 http://www.cmalliance.org/about/beliefs/perspectives/spiritual-gifts. 
] 

 This helped me remember that these gifts are given to the Believer to edify others and not for personal gain- I was enlightened!  I have been conditioned to believing that Christians who operate in the gifts of Prophecy were held in high regards, which led me to unconsciously idolize the person, instead of praising the Giver!  
I was never was taught to believe that all the gifts of the Spirit were equally important.  The article states that, “All the gifts are needed in the body of Christ.  All the gifts are equally valid.”[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Ibid.] 

The article had several valid points, especially where it stated that, “Spiritual gifts should be used in Love.“  I have experienced the misuse of spiritual gifts in the Church.  I have seen Christian leaders with the gift of Prophecy use these gifts as a form of manipulation to the body of Christ.  There was no Love in their correction, it was always based on how much money you had in the bank; as well as being obedient to the Prophet or Prophetess.  There was another portion of the article that mentioned, “Spiritual gifts should work together complementing each other.  There is a need for them to be active in the church.”[footnoteRef:3]  This is important; and made me reflect on the body of Christ whose gifts remain dormant.  I wonder if this is the reason why the churches lacks power.  Look at the mega churches, there are thousands of Christians that are not operating to their full capacity concerning their Spiritual gifts.  If we are not taught about edifying the church, then how could we work together? [3:  Ibid.] 

In closing, the most impactful part of the article was, “Christians are not primarily natural beings having temporary spiritual experiences.  Rather, we are spiritual beings having a temporary natural experience. We live in a spiritual Kingdom reality.”[footnoteRef:4]  This reminded me that I am a spiritual being who should not get caught up or distracted by the things of the World, instead, remember that it is just a human experience! [4:  Ibid.] 
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