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This is the book covers much general  overview of  historical detail the Greco-Roman world in the first century with interaction of Roman culture and society with Greek/Hellenistic culture and society. We could easily examines society still influenced by Hellenistic ideas, customs, religion and language but dominated by Roman law, government forms, ideas of class, and military. We could not deny that the ancient Greek and Roman culture to the roots of early Christian church. 
                  Chapter 1 historical background to the New Testament Era 
It is interesting view in the first century time to speak Greek, Latin and Aramaic with Hellenistic clothing as roman citizenship and claims to worship God of the Jew. This is the birth place of Christianity with complex and complicated place. Under the Roman Empire, early Christianity had faced many challenges with local Jewish authorities. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                  Chapter 2 life and death in the first century.
In this chapter, writer explained the sense of what it was like to live in the first century with ordinary people worked, played, traveled, and ate clothed themselves.  Close to 90 percent of Empire’s workers were engaged in farming and herding with slavery system.  There were economic system include trade, banking, crafts and manufacturing. Jeffers also explained tent making with the Apostle Paul who may have been a leather worker who specialized in tent making.
After that, he illustrated The Greek and Roman people’s leisure with public bath, social activities, and games.  The games of Greek cities were very popular such as the Olympics.  We can easily find some commonality of Paul’s references to running and boxing. There were theatrical performances with races and gladiators.
Residents of the Roman Empire during the New Testament era frequently travelled the Mediterranean region by both land and sea. He finished showing how to people dining, common food, clothing, fashions and burial practices. The Roman favored cremation until second century A.D. when they began switching to burial. He also mentioned Christian burial that they used underground communal burial sites called catacombs. 
                   Chapter 3  the city in the Greco-Roman world. 
Jeffers focuses in the city and city life in the Greco-Roman world and its impact on the early churches. Ancient Greek and roman societies were organized around cities, and similar to American civilization with urban life. Christianity shifted rapidly from country side to the city. In the Greco-Roman world, the local peoples kept their languages, religions, customs, and values into Roman system. He also explained city life at Rome, and urban finances with real estate. At last, he illustrated description of various cities and roman providences and their significance in the New Testament era include the cities of the Gospels. Those Gospel cities were very poor and controlled by self-governing councils of several hundred citizens with gentile and Jews.  He spent to time for village and city in Palestine include Galilee, Paul’s city life story ( Damascus and Antioch.)
                     Chapter 4 influences on Christian organization.
This chapter extended how the early Christians organized themselves within the cities and what extent the synagogue, the Roman voluntary association, and Roman household structures may have affected the development of early church movement. Early church borrowed from the society models that they compatible with their identity as Christians include synagogue, home setting, and voluntary associations. The Romans used voluntary associations (collegia) as a way to exercise some control over gatherings include professional, religious, burial, and household association. Early Christian congregations not only organized as associations, but also to some degree modeled themselves. Their congregation demanded more loyalty, and baptism into Jesus Christ meant a total resocialization.  They often include men/woman, and freemen/slaves. House hold was major setting of the life of the early church with privacy and intimacy. Early Christian churches accepted strong lines of authority as like Roman household authority structures. They stated that Jesus Christ as the head of the church. By the late second century, the congregations throughout the empire came to accept the authority of one bishop over all of the churches in a given city. He finished by members reactions and Christian household rules at the Christian congregation include codes of behavior, father’s rule, master’s rule, and slave treatment.
                          Chapter 5  religion in the Greco-Roman world.
This chapter presented that over view of the key religions. It showed how the Romans and others looked at religion, and how affected Judaism and Christianity.  The ancients saw the state as inseparable from religion and religion more as an expression of identification with ethnic or geographic community.  Romans were tolerant of other religions with accepted many gods. Ancient religion began as a religion of famers. The religions of the Greek and Romans were religions based on mutual trust between gods and humankind. Early Christian worship emphasized that the leaders improvised and focused more on instruction with group preference. Jeffers explained the Greek and Roman gods with Paul’s time. people of the Greek and Roman longed for sense of salvation, and more personnel connection with a deity, often looked for them in mystery religions. There were movements of Roman religion with   Roman state religion, and emperor worship. The Roman states normally had no issues with incorporating a new religion into its system such as Judaism exemplified this policy tolerance. The Romans usually left Christians alone, so that we could see Paul‘s journey. He concluded story of fire in 64 AD, Nero’s persecutions, and Roman’s attitude towards Christian.  
                Chapter 6  Governing of the provinces & Palestine.
This chapter described how the Romans ruled the Empire they assembled and how Rome governed its provinces, with special attention to Palestine and the near east. It was designed to support the interests of the leaders back in Rome with collecting maximum amount of taxes and protecting Empire from threats he explained the province, administrations, and cities. Jeffers also explained that how they were governing of Palestine in the Hellenistic monarchs, Romans with Jewish leaders, division of Palestine, the Roman providence of Juda, and Jewish revolt. Every event occurred to have collation with New Testaments era.   
                Chapter 7 tools of Governance : finances, law & the military.
This chapter contended key tools that Romans how they controlled and administered their empire with taxes, the legal system and military. We could see types of taxes, (property, poll, religious), tax farming system. Jeffers also explained weights and measures in the New Testaments (talent, coinage, and measurements). In terms of law, Roman law replaced Hellenistic law throughout the eastern Mediterranean in the New Testament era. Roman law defined in legal statutes major offences against person, society, and government. In the provinces, the governor performed function and public order. Smaller legal matters were left in hands of local officials, who continued to follow the traditional systems of individual cities or kingdoms. In Judea, the Sanhedrin and high priest continued to observe and enforce the laws of Moses and could expect the Roman authorities to recognize their right to do so. The authority of Greek cities was limited to their own territory. Paul and Barnabas took advantage of this by keeping on move.  We could understand jurisdiction, legal decisions by judges and governors at New Testament time include punishment and crucifixion. He also explained Christians and roman law that example the trials of Jesus/execution, and Paul and the local authorities with his journeys, and Paul’s trial in Rome. Finally, Jeffers sent time for the Roman military system and structures that consisted of officers and private soldier with armor and weapons, payments and life style in the New Testament.
                           Chapter 8  social class &status in the empire.
This chapter showed that connection between Christianity and Greco-Roman society with honor and respect in the social order. We could see various issues that contributed to a person’s social standing and how these issues affected Christians of the New Testament era.  The people of the Roman Empire were divided by very definite social classes as pyramid shape  that contained  upper top with Senate(300 families, patrician & plebian), followed by Equestrian(.01%), Decurion (5%), Respectable populace and rest majority were belong to free poor(tenant farmers, urban day labors, dependents of patrons) & destitute (orphans, widows, the ill).   Everything was belonging to upper class only. This was very important to understand class status for the relationship between persons in the New Testament. The social statuses of Christians place them for the most part in the middle and lower range of class and status. We could find different social or economic group of people at Paul’s letters in the New Testament. 
                                   Chapter 9 citizenship
This chapter explained that importance of citizenship for how important was, and what significance for the spread of Christianity? Roman citizenship was a valuable commodity with honor, voting in public election, exempted many taxes, full protection with not to be interrogated using torture/not to be executed without trial and resist trial.  Jeffers showed the way of citizenship, proof of citizenship (diploma civitatis  Romane), traditional citizen name(praenomen , nomen,  cognomen), citizen names in the New Testament. In this chapter, we could learn the great lesson of Paul’s exercise of his rights as a citizen but he did not claim Roman citizenship to escape bodily harm. 
                                   Chapter 10 the Jews in the cities
The presence of Jews throughout the Roman Empire had a significant impact on the spread of Christianity.  There were Jewish communities everywhere Paul and other early Christian disciples travel. The dispersion of Jews took place in 722 B.C. in the north, under the Assyrians, and in 586 B.C.in the south, under the Babylonians. Ptolemy I of Egypt (322-285 B.C) took many Jews in captivity to Alexandria during his invasion of Palestine. Antiochus of Syria (223-187 B.C.) forced two thousand Jewish families to move from Babylon to Phrygia and Lydia in western Asia Minor. The Roman general Pompey, after capturing Jerusalem in 63 B.C., sent many Jews to Rome as slaves.  The Jewish revolts on 70 A.D. and 135 A.D. led to further dispersions. During the Hellenization, the Jews translated into Greek (the Septuagint) and adapted values and practices of their neighbors. They dedicated building with a group of ten or more adult male Jews could call itself a synagogue for worship on the Sabbath and on holy day and for education in Torah at other times. The synagogues governed the administrative, educational and judicial needs of their congregations. They distributed a large portion of donated funds to their poorer members.  The spread of the Christian gospel to the cities of the Empire was aided by the widespread existence of Jewish synagogues. 


                              Chapter 11 slavery
This chapter explained that the significance of slavery to ancient society and how its presence affected the first Christians. Slavery had been a part of life for the peoples of the Mediterranean for many centuries prior to the New Testament era. Every culture had its own form of slavery. The Roman became a slave society due to increasing landholdings of rich classes, and after war of captured enemies. Jeffers explained that slavery society is defined as one in which slaves make up at least 30 percent of the population with wide a variety of functions such as domestic servants, professional workers with training, and imperial artisans. The New Testament shows slaves in a variety of settings. Jesus’ parables usually refer to agricultural slaves, but they also show awareness that some slaves managed large estate and business. Urban salves were to be ‘paidagogoi’ which was guardian to the children of family.  Roman considered slaves as humans morally, but their law regarded salve as property. Jewish tradition allows for slavery, but regards the enslavement of Jews by Jews as improper because a Jew was a slave of God. The New Testament would apply to Christians this concept of God’s people as his slaves. Christianity generally did not oppose the institution outright. Salves for the most part accepted their status and did not question the existence of slavery. The Gospels evidences no belief that a slave is inferior to a free person. Slaves had no legal right to marry. Roman citizens often freed their slaves. In urban households happened by the time the slave reached age thirty. Each freed slave became not only a ‘libertus’ or ‘liberta’ (freeman or freewoman) but usually also a Roman or Latin citizen. During the New Testament era, majority of the residents of the city of Rome most likely were either slaves or of slave origin. Many 
salves, while working for a Roman master, could earn and save money toward buying their freedom. Freed slaves were legally obliged to provide service to their former master, now their patron, only now as an employee.  Freedwoman composed a large part of the Roman working class , serving as shopkeepers, artisans, or domestic services. Some freed slaves had opportunity upward as far as imperial freedmen. Slaves and slavery were mentioned frequently in the New Testament. Most New Testament references to slavery accept it as a fact of life. A number of references used slavery as a metaphor, usually of the believer’s relationship o God.
     Chapter 12 the family, women & education.
This chapter explained nature of the family, the places occupied by women and attitudes toward women, and the importance to first-century families of education. Only when both partners were Roman citizens could a legal marriage. However, woman’s father remained her legal guardian so she did not belong to husband’s family. There were informal marriages between slaves.  Roman law made the minimum marriage age twelve for girls, fourteen for boys. The age of first marriage for free Roman girls normally was twelve to eighteen. Men married for the first time as late as thirty, but in Roman culture a five-year difference between man and woman. Roman house hold was concentrated in the male head (‘paterfamilias’) until death by law. The Roman household normally was composed of husband, wife, unmarried children, slaves, freedmen and clients. The structure of Roman slave families did not different. However, the Hellenistic family household (‘oikos’) included members of the family by blood and marriage, as well as property ‘movable’ (slaves, animals) and ‘immovable’( house, land, tools) with three generations under same roof. Jewish and Christian families had weakened patriarchies.  Both Roman and Jewish marriage were arranged by the parents. The most important goal of marriage was producing children. The Christian ideal of the household in the Pastoral Epistles offered a strict sexual ethnic, allowing on standard of behavior for men and women. Divorce in earliest Rome was rare, in part because only the husband could initiate divorce, and he needed a powerful reason such as adultery. In the New Testament era, the procedure for divorce is simple.it was not necessary to state the reason for divorce, and the reasons were not in public. There were reasons for divorce with failure to have children, political reasons, adultery, and new marriage. Most early Christians had little interest in most Roman laws about divorce. In terms of parent-child relationship, fathers showed their child by imposing structures with strict and mother was traditional moral transmitter. The duty children owed their parents, termed ‘pietas’ was associated by Romans with the duty humans owed their gods. We could see ‘household code’ that prescribed the proper relationships in the New Testament. There were a greater level of mutual responsibility and account ability in the Christian house hold. While the Greek education emphasized discipline (gymnasia) for the body and music with training and memorizing, Roman upper classes stressed Greek language and literature in Latin. Children attended elementary school, called ‘ludus’(play) from age seven to ten or eleven, after that they attended secondary/grammar school. There were also higher educations with rhetoric or communication. The early Christian respected education in spiritual matters and obligation to teach the belief of the church.


Chapter 13 provinces & cities of the New Testament era.
This chapter explained the unique nature of each provinces and understanding of what it was like to live during the New Testament era include Achaia (southern Greece), Asia (Asia Minor), Cilicia ( southern Asia minor), Crete, Cyprus, and Galatia with Paul’s journey. Jeffers also showed other main cities include Egypt, Italy, Judea, Macedonia, Pamphylia-Lycia, Pontus/Bithynia, Spain, and Syria with interaction of the New Testament era. 
It was great opportunity to examine first century Christian life in the Hellenistic society within Roman control. Those facts and illustrations helped me to understand the book of New Testament with Christianity.


