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   DIBELS assessment stands for Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills and it measures students reading skills which helps teachers and schools determine how students are performing on important reading skills whether the students in on track for grade level reading success. DIBELS was created for grades Kindergarten to eight grade and students are assessed three times each year: fall, winter, and spring. The purpose for DIBELS is to measure reading skills: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. These five skills are often referred as the “Big Ideas” of reading because they are the important and basic elements of effective reading instructions which incorporates all five or four of the skills. DIBELS relates to fluency because DIBELS measure First Sound Fluency/ Initial Sound Fluency, Phoneme Segmentation, Nonsense Word Fluency, Word Reading Fluency, Oral Reading Fluency, Word Reading Fluency, and Letter Naming Fluency. They are interconnected because this what is measured for the five skills: phonemic awareness, phonics, reading fluency, vocabulary, and reading comprehension.
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