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The way I felt that the movie the Pursuit of happiness related to the content of the class was in the concept of misery. In one of the chapters of the class it claimed that alienation was a source for the condition of human misery. There were three categories that were involved in this. They were separation from other people, meaningful work, and separation from ourselves as active beings. In my opinion the main character Chris Gardner suffered from all three. He was separated from others in multiple scenarios in the movie. He was separated from his wife when she decided to leave because she could not take the struggle anymore. He was also in a way separated from what was considered normal from his other colleges because of a lack of opportunity. The example I am thinking of here is when he came to work with his suitcases and ad to lie and say he was going on a vacation for a client. The first point I’m making here is that he is separate in the fact that he did not have the opportunity to go on vacation even if he wanted to. The second point is that he was separated from them socially because he was not able to tell the truth that he was having a hard-personal time in the hopes of receiving help. In fact, he may have been nervous that the opportunity he worked so hard for may not even be an opportunity anymore if he was honest. The company may have decided to take away the opportunity if they found out he was homeless. For a while in the movie he was also separated from meaningful work. In the beginning he was working by selling the machines however no one wanted them. In many occasions they in a way laughed him out of the medical offices. No one took him seriously and this really hit him hard emotionally. Even his own wife put the value of his job down and made fun of him. Lastly, he was separated from himself being an active being. Seeing as he had so many restrictions on him it was very difficult for him to be active in society. He was in solitude a great deal because he was so focused on being able to provide for his family. The restrictions he had placed on him were many such as financial restrictions, lack of opportunity, and time restrictions. I am specifically thinking about the fact he had to be in line by five in order to hopefully get a bedroom for him and his son. This movie reminded me also of the movie we watched in class about the teenagers that needed help in order to live normal lives in society. I believe the Pursuit of happiness enhances the idea we brought up in class of how important a necessary it is to uplift and help each other in the world we live in. If we do not give opportunity to be included in society and further ourselves then how are we to fight and combat the unfortunate reality of misery in our world. 
	I have gained relevant meanings and insights from The Pursuit of Happiness. The main thing I gained was the concept of the need of society to be a body of people and not just stand alone. We all have different talents and gifts. This was shown when he was able to fix the rubix cube all by himself in the duration of a car ride. Some people have the gift of encouragement which would have been very helpful to Chris Gardner seeing as I never really saw anyone encourage him other than himself or his son. We all need people to survive and we all need to be able to be a help to others in order to give our lives meaning. This applies to my personal experience and worldview because unfortunately when I was a child I had a parent who was in abusive relationships. I lived with this parent and unfortunately, we had to move eleven times in eleven years when I was a minor. I remember having to pack my bags in an hour in order to get out of the home we were being kicked out of. I am so thankful for the adults that stepped in to help when I needed it the most. Not many people knew about my home life but the ones that did stepped in when I needed someone to care for me and my parent just was not able to be that person for me at the time. Because of these people I learned the importance of giving when you are in a place in your life where you can give. I have also learned through that experience the smallest of gifts can mean the most to an individual in need. I am sure Chris Gardner felt this way when they offered him job that everyone else wanted.
