Jason Lee. RQ&S Week 9. Christian Ethics TH604.

Questions

General 
1) According to Hollinger, what does biblical justice entail?
2) According to Hollinger, what are the two (2) general categories of justice? Give a brief description of both.          

Distributive Justice – must give at least one example in each question.
3) What is Meritorious Justice? 
4) What is Egalitarian Justice?
5) What is Need Justice?  

Answers

1) Before speaking of justice, it must be viewed from the entire biblical narrative, not contextually singled out.  Hollinger has emphasized this throughout the entire book and it doesn’t stop here.  With that said, he lists out three aspects.  First, it must entail “fairness and integrity, as in fair trials…and just weights or measures.”[footnoteRef:1]  The second is that justice cannot be a compartmentalized part of our lives.  “Justice is right living in all areas of life.”[footnoteRef:2] The last is justice has a “targeted audience” so to speak.  “…justice is clearly associated with a special concern for the oppressed, the poor, and those who lack the means of self-sufficiency.”[footnoteRef:3]          [1:  Hollinger, 2002, 220.]  [2:  220.]  [3:  221.] 

2) Hollinger explains that there are several types of justice, but he contends that they can be wrapped up into two general categories: the retributive and distributive justice.  When we think of retributive justice, it has to do with repayment of a wrong (or wrongs).  “The issue involves the sorts of punishments and liabilities that are just in light of the suffering or damage that person has caused”[footnoteRef:4].  In the legal realm, this would be to recover “damages”.  Distributive justice deals with its namesake: distribution.  “Distributive justice ‘concerns a wide variety of goods and services distributed…by a wide variety of agents…to an equally wide variety of recipients’”[footnoteRef:5].  This category of justice is positive compared to retributive justice.           [4:  217.]  [5:  217.] 

3) Just as the name suggests, justice is served based on merit.  “Justice understood as merit focuses on what is owed a person by virtue of his or her actions, efforts, and impact.”[footnoteRef:6]  Whether it be a student receiving a grade equivalent to their efforts and or a salesman receiving a bonus as a top performing seller, we can mostly get behind this.  A drawback to this kind of justice is in the more complex.  An example used by Hollinger can be found in the organ transplant system in the US.  A few questions emerge.  What merits are measured? In a broken world full of sinners, how are we to decide who lives and dies?  Hollinger contends that this category of justice has its place, but is lacking in the way God views justice.  [6:  Hollinger, 2002, 226.] 

4) Egalitarian justice, as Hollinger puts it, “has two forms: equal outcomes and equal access.”[footnoteRef:7]  When you think about equal outcomes, imagine forms of socialism.  Everyone has equal value and “ought to be compensated in the various spheres of life in basically the same way.”[footnoteRef:8]  The other contends that “all people are ensured equal access to jobs, rights, housing, and pay.”[footnoteRef:9]  An example is the EEOC. An example of its range of oversight is the equal opportunity for people in the realm of employment.  There is much more to unpack here, but the definition of equality and lack of redressing past injustices are a couple of drawbacks here.   [7:  229.]  [8:  229.]  [9:  229.] 

5) “In need justice, what individuals are owed is based primarily on their concrete needs in a given sphere.”[footnoteRef:10]  Equality is laid aside to answer the call for a specified need.  Another key aspect is this, “adherents focus on redressing past injustices that the principle of equality is not able to reverse.”[footnoteRef:11]  This is in stark contrast to meritorious justice, where it is often perceived to support the privileged.  An example of this is can be seen in our social welfare system in the US.   [10:  231.]  [11:  231.] 




Summary
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Dennis Hollinger touches upon the concept of justice both in the biblical context and in overall society.  There are various forms of justice, but Hollinger contends there are two general categories: the retributive and distributive.  One deals with righting wrongs and the other deals with the distribution of goods and resources by individuals or groups to other individuals or groups.  How all of that is decided is important.  Love and freedom play significant roles in justice.  However, it is imperative that we look at justice from the entire biblical narrative and from God’s viewpoint.  Even then, we must be cautious on how justice is administered since we live in a fallen, sinful world.  
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