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The Protection of God
The book of Esther challenges our faith as we see God being glorified in the lives of Esther and Mordecai. We also see Haman enter in a paradox of destruction, as his world falls in a matter of ours, without warning or logic. The narrative and plot of this story demonstrate the majestic power of God as He continues to fulfill His promise to the Jews.  Loyalty, trust, and great faith is challenged by arrogance, pride, and revenge.  Yet God continues to draw the Jews closer to each other and to Himself while Hamon, Mordecai, and Esther battle for there future with no turning back.
Haman was an Agagite, an enemy of the Jews. He was very selfish, prideful, and revengeful leader. These characteristics destroyed his success and even cost him his life. He was unable to move forward with the favor God gave him with King Ahasuerus because he had to have it all. Greedy for power and acceptance, he was blinded and unable to move forward with the good things happening to him and around him. Clearly, he had a problem with the Jews for a long time and wanted revenge.  He was an Agagites, a descendant of the Amalekites. They were slaughtered by the Jews during the time of Moses and the Bible calls Hamon the “enemy of the Jews” (Est. 8:1)  Hamon had to know that it was against the Jewish belief to pay homage or cast lots to any man, yet he wanted revenge against the Jew Mordecai for his own selfish pride.  How foolish and ungrateful can one man be.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mordecai was from the Benjamite tribe and was a loyal and faithful man. (Est. 2:5)  He stood strong on his Jewish beliefs and held sacred the principles of God. He demonstrates his character when he exposed the two men that plotted to kill king Ahasuerus. Showing his loyalty to the king. He does everything he can to protect his people from execution.  Putting his life on the line by going to the king’s gate in sachloth and ashes. (Est. 4:2) He also shows his faithfulness to God by refusing to bow to Hamon or any man. Following the first commandment of the Torah. (Ex. 20:3). Mordecai was a man who stood strong on his Jewish beliefs during a time of great change and cultural decrease. As his cousin Esther was made the Persian Kings queen. 
Esther was Mordecai’s cousin but was raised as his daughter. She loved her cousin very much and was taught firsthand by Mordecai of her Jewish roots. She demonstrated similar characteristics as Mordecai, except one. She was loyal, faithful, but also revengeful.  Her loyalty 
is shown toward the men in her life. Raised by Mordecai she honored and respected the men in her life.  For example: The king Ahasuerus, as she came to him every time. Unlike his first wife. To Mordecai as she adhered to his request to go to the king unannounced. This could have cost her life. She Also demonstrates great faith in God and loyalty to her people when she called a fast believing in the power of prayer. Her revenge against Hamon for what he tried to do to her people is shown when she set Hamon up and had him killed for his evil decree against Mordecai and the Jews. (Est. 7:6-7)
The Jews are constantly being protected by God in this story as the Biblical narrative leads to a plot of redemption by God. The true hero in this story is the faithfulness of God as he used Mordecai to take a stand for His people.  Although Mordecai stood tall in his Jewish beliefs and boldly addressed two powerful people, you see God initiating His favor to him.  Esther and Mordecai were the vessels God used to protect His people. Haman was an Agagite, an enemy of the Jews. He was a very selfish, prideful, and revengeful leader. The Bible calls him an enemy of the Jews. (Est. 8:1) Therefore, he overreacted to Mordecai’s behavior, he knew it wasn’t personal because he himself understood the Jewish customs. We also see Mordecai a Benjamite, being loyal and faithful. The Bible says that he raised Esther (Hadassah) as his daughter because she didn’t have her mother or father. (Est. 2:7) He was a man that went through a great deal in his live. The Bible says he was captured with the tribe of Judah under king Jeconiah by Babylon.  (Est. 2:6) Later Persia took over Babylon.  This shows that he was a man that new how to survive and held on to his original Jewish beliefs. This also explains his determination to stop another holocaust when he went to Esther for help. His cousin Esther demonstrated similar characteristics of Mordecai, except one. She was loyal, faithful, but also revengeful.  This woman made sure Hamon, was totally destroyed for messing with her family and her people. She was very skillful about it as she followed the voice of God. Hamon, Mordecai, and Esther were all a part of Gods plan as He we see His covenant promise being demonstrated.

