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Persuasive Argument Essay
A Good Man is Hard to Find by Flannery O’Connor is a Christian writer, where she shows Christian themes of good and evil, grace, and salvation through her work. Throughout the entire story, The Misfit is portrayed as the symbol of evil because he was in jail; he escaped from jail and committed murders. He really didn’t want to kill them but he had to, to protect his freedom. (O’Connor 330) Also the grandmother became the main focus even though she portrayed herself as being good in the story. She believes to be greater than the people she’s around. The author used irony to talk about the villain of our society and how they not always live up to the expectations.
	The story is centered on a family’s travel to Florida. The grandmother’s intentions were to persuade them to go to Tennessee, so she can be connected with her roots, instead of Florida because the Misfit has escaped. She immediately rebukes the decision that her family made by stating “this fellow that calls himself The Misfit is loose from the Federal Pen and headed toward Florida and you read here what it says he did to these people. Just you read it. I wouldn’t take my children in any direction with a criminal like that in loose.” (O’Connor 405) Either way she ended up going with the family. In this scene you can see that the grandmother acts like she lives a higher standard than the average people including her own family. However, they come from the same middle class. She pretends to be “an elegant, well-educated, and advisable lady but she acts in a manner of tyrannical, ultra-hypocritical and self-centered person.” (Zhao 40) She thinks of herself as a lady who should be treated with respect but she doesn’t act like one, who is always correct, and everybody has to do what she wants. 
This further demonstrates that the grandmother lives in a life full of lies. She wants the children to show her respect but she uses racial slurs when referring to a poor black child that they passed “Oh look at the cute little pick ninny” (O’Connor 407), She constantly criticizes everyone that she is around and doesn’t care if she offended anybody. This shows that she thinks of herself as a higher class because she has no sympathy for the black kid who is poor and lives on the streets. The grandmother’s joke about a black boy and the fruits makes it even more understanding to the readers. 
The grandmother’s and the Misfit’s actions they daily committed affected their decisions and perceptions. In contrast to the grandmother, Misfit fully admits his actions. Meanwhile the grandmother tries to be genuine by saying that Misfit is a “good man at heart” who comes from nice people and attempts to discuss religion with him. Misfit sees the hypocrisy in her and it provoked him to kill her without a doubt and sympathy. Misfits states “the old lady would be a good woman if it had been somebody there to shoot her every minute of her life.” (13) It is hard to find any character that is truly good and have a kind heart. 
	To conclude, the use of irony had shown O’Connor’s effectiveness through her writing “ A Good Man is Hard to Find” giving the readers an ideal idea of what the story is trying to convey based on the theme she gave. Irony was used to compare and contrast the traits given to the protagonist and the antagonist. The author shows people who proclaim themselves as ladies and gentlemen but as selfish and spoiled within them. She made the grandmother a great example of this type of person. 
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