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This book explained the world of 1st century/2nd temple Judaism include socio-political, internal affair, religion, and politics. There are three sections to explain Judaism of practice and belief (63 BCE to 66CE) with context, common Judaism, and groups and parties.  E.P. Sanders shows that what was important in second temple Judaism such as regular people’s observances and practice through their belief. This book is about what ordinary Jews in ancient believed and how they practiced their religion include celebrated festivals, observed Sabbath, temple/synagogue, offered sacrifices, kept kosher and maintained purity in Palestine. He emphasizes the theological belief and practices that gave Jews identity. He also explains the distinctive characteristic of Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes and their major role in the 2nd temple era.
                                                  Part 1. Context
First, writer clearly mentioned of source this understanding with Jewish author Josephus.   He was main person to explain for social, political, and religious issues. In addition to Josephus, he mentioned the work of Philo with special laws, and apocalypticism. After that writer explained three main parties in Judaism (Sadducees, Pharisees, and Essenes) with history.. After few years later, Jews participated in success of the Hasmonean revolt with denial of Hellenization, Mosaic Law, and the position of the high priesthood, and military control with high priest. There are most people who supported the Hasmonean family; they are loyal to God, Bible, and Israel.
After that writer explain historical outline of Roman period (76 BCE to 30 CE from Hasmoneans to Herod) and the Herodian’s; Judaea a province of Rome (4BCE-70 CE). There were involvement of Archelaus, Antipas, Agrippa I, II, revolt and fall of Jerusalem.
The last section was the context of conflict. If there were periods of strong and stable government, there were peace and no revolt .however; story is violence and change with internal issues include political and religious reasons. There were few Jewish religio-politacl sentiments with pro/con of foreign rule, factions in Israel opposed on factionalism, appeal of charismatic leader with hope of divine intervention, die for threats of temple and worship.
                                         Part II common Judaism
[bookmark: _GoBack]Writer explained essence of Judaism include temple, priests/Levites, sacrifice, annual festivals, tithes/tax and laws.  In the common Judaism, it is very important for common people to do temple worship with Holy Scripture. Judaism’s is emphasis on animal sacrifice, priesthood, and temple. He also describe physical massive, large wall temple with detailed in and outside description at Herod’s temple in Jerusalem. Only Jews are pure to enter holy inside of temple. Gentiles may not go beyond barrier. After this detailed of temple, writer described working people (priests and the Levites) in the temple. Both positions were hereditary. The law requires that priests and Levites be wholly or partially supported by their work for the Lord. In the first century, there were probably about 20,000 priests and Levites. It is most likely 350 priests were working at temple with accepting sacrifice, inspecting, and laboring.  The Levites assisted the priests include gate keeper, armed guard, and security guard.
He also showed the temple’s business affairs with animal sacrifices, incomes with tax, selling shops and problem for corruption.  In his added note, he explained the priestly vestments with linen tunics, breeches, headgear, and sash. We could easily find these detailed at Leviticus and Exodus.
In the sacrifices, he stated that there three principle sources of information about sacrifices in the first century: Josephus, Philo, and Mishnah. Community sacrifices with temple tax, individual burnt sacrifices with animals, sin offerings/guilt offerings with animal or non-animal in Lev, and   peace offering/thank offering. He explained some aspects of three pilgrimage festivals include money and tithe, slaughter animals with sacrifice offering, and the daily temple routine of offering process. In the common people with daily life and annual festivals, they enjoyed being group identity and devotion to God. The temple was visible and functioning symbol of God’s presence with people. They didn’t mind bring temple tax and sacrifices to the temple from all around world. He also explained how to support the priests and Levites through tithes and taxes. There were certain issues with government taxations to keep up with their traditional religious life.  We could see the priests and Levites outside temple which they were involving study or teaching the law and other service for legal experts/scribes for the community. However, they had a problem of immorality and impurity. There were few priests rejected to Rome and had decided to fight for independence.
He mentioned general characteristics such as worship, and Sabbath. He explained that how religion was viewed in the ancient world with cultic worship comparing of paganism. He pointed out that Judaism’s most distinctive point was extension of divine law to the area of life. The law was interpreted that1.  Laws govern either (a) relations between human and God or (b) relations among humans. 2. Transgressions of the law are either (a) involuntary or (b) intentional. We could see that laws generally kept not primarily connected with temple, but were daily or weekly obligations, and thus a very important part of communal and private life. Fundamental to Jewish life and worship was the Shema “o Israel, the lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all you might”(Deut.6.4-5).  Jews generally accepted the biblical requirement to bear in mind the laws of God, and they fulfilled it by saying the shema, posting mezuzot and wearing tefillin. He also described Sabbath, synagogue, and house of prayer with mosaic commandment. It was very important for Jewish Palestine to worshipping the One God and synagogue and keeping Sabbath. He continued to illustrate other observing laws of God with circumcision, purity, food, charity and love. The circumcision of males was commonly regarded as an essential part of Jewish practice. In the purity section, Jewish people kept laws of kashrut and only certain food is kosher suitable for Jews. There were issues with pagan food and further food restriction.  They also kept purity laws with entering temple worship. There were many impunity status (child birth, menstruation, irregular discharges, nocturnal emission, carcasses, dead swarming things, leprosy,)   the law of charity and love occupy a special place within Judaism. The holiness or sanctity of God required that he approached in purity. We may paraphrase: I am holy; you are also are to be holy.
In the last two chapters, he explained common theology and fundamental doctrine include belief in the election, obligation of obedience worshiping of one God.  These lead into (1)the  theology implied by shema and the first two of the ten commandments, (2) the view of God as creator of world and controller of history,(3) the theology behind the sacrificial system, (4) the theological implications of laws, (5) the theology of prayer:  election and the covenant. God, through sovereign, chose Israel and gave them the law, the gift of law and obedience, and reward and punishment, justice, and mercy. Jew believed that God’s grace preceded the requirement of obedience and undergirds both life of Israel and entire universe. It is very interesting to say that Christianity is religion of grace, Judaism a religion of merit and works-righteousness. They understood obeying the law as Jews’ appropriate response to the prior grace of God. Judaism was not primarily a religion of individual salvation.  A major concern was that God should maintain his covenant with the Jewish people and the nation is preserved.
                                    Part III  Groups and parties.
In these sections, writer explained particular religious parties of late second –temple period, and in particular to the parties that became prominent during the rule of the Hasmoneans. We already knew of three named parties: Sadducees, Pharisees, and Essenes.  He considered Sadducees and aristocrats together with high priest group. In Sadducee religious principle, they shared the essential points of common Jewish theology: God had chosen Israel, and Israelites were to obey the law. They should love God, thank him for his blessings, and treat other people decently, as the law requires. Their doctrine was defined by two principles (1) they accepted only the written law, (2) they denied the resurrection and afterlife because they only accepted biblical text, not traditions. In general, they were harsh in judgement and rather boorish in their behavior.
In the 2nd group were the Essenes and the Dead Sea sect with origins, history, membership, organization, practice and belief. We could understand them through manuscripts and settlement near Dead Sea. They were not major players in politics and society; they had complicated theological views about grace and perfection.  a group of pietists  at 152 BCE joined the teacher of righteousness. They lived a life of voluntary poverty, growing just enough food for support life. They were a group of dedicated people who lived under an extraordinary strict regimen, who surrendered most personal freedoms to the community, and who was subjected to a strict hierarchy. They waited for the war of the end time, and take control of Jerusalem. The Qumran sect explained their worship, exclusivism of food, purity, calendar, secrecy, and view of outsiders. They were stricter than other Jews in keeping Sabbath. Their covenant of Damascus contains a long list of special Sabbath laws. The Essenes believed in immortality of the soul and fate.
At last, we could see the Pharisees history, role at 135 to 63 BCE, revolt. They created extra biblical laws and controlled synagogues with copying scrolls of bible, and legal documents.  They involved school, courts, and judges with various purity practices. Pharisees had great authority and indirect power. Pharisees were admired and respected; the Essenes were too exclusivist and the Sadducees were too aristocratic. There is three resources of describing pharisaic practice (1) summaries in Josephus, (2) synoptic gospels, (3) rabbinic literatures. Their belief was very brief that in the resurrection and in the cooperation of divine fate and human free will. The Pharisees shared the beliefs common to Jews and were strict with regard to the law. They were also commitment to traditions of the elders as supplementing or amending biblical law. Pharisees invented (1) a tradition that overcame one of the anti-social aspects of Sabbath law. (2) Work on festival days. (3) the penalty for intentional transgression of  the Sabbath.(4) the Sabbath year and prosbul. The word Pharisee was from meaning of separate with special rules for handling and eating food as self-righteousness. Their rule that is supposed to have cut them off from ordinary people is their strict view of tithing. They were less strict than priestly aristocracy expected farmers to separate fourteen tithes in each seven year cycle, whereas the Pharisees required twelve. The Pharisees concerned holy foods with five kinds of holy food (1) what the priests ate inside temple,(2)what the priests and family ate outside the temple,(3)second tithe,(4) Passover meal, (5) the shared sacrifice. They also practiced handwashing. Many scholars believed that Pharisees formed closed communities called associations. Even though many negative of Pharisees, there were passage that show themselves regarded love and devotion to God as standing at the center of their attempt to obey the law in every detail. Their prayers focused on repentance, forgiveness, thanksgiving for election, and the hope of redemption. It was based on basic theological themes of Judaism: love, mercy, and repentance.
In other pietists, we could find two of the principal works in this category are jubilees and I Enoch. These works were read at Qumran.  There were also in the literatures (63BCE-66CE): the PSALM OF SOLOMON and TESTAMENT OF MOSES. In the psalm, people called themselves ‘the pious’ or ‘righteous’.
Pharisees did not govern Jewish Palestine. They debated rules and they had opinions. Some Pharisees or pharoses may   have influenced the practice of one or many people. The priests and Levites influenced far more, the Essenes fewer. In the end, ordinary practice was what ordinary priests and ordinary people agreed on, because it was in the Bible. 
In terms of the Sanhedrin, a word is about the two main terms. The Greek word ‘synedrion’ passed into Hebrew as ‘sanhedrin’ from which we derive the English word Sanhedrin. A Greek ‘synedrion’ is not necessary a court, and is not a legislative assembly; it is a gathering, either for consultation or trial, but the nature of meeting can be determined only by context. The second principle Greek word, ‘boule’ has a clear meaning: it is a council of ‘polis’ the Greek word for an independent city. The Sanhedrin is that theory of party representation, of democratic voting, and of legislation for all Israel.
                                        Conclusion.
This book describes common Judaism of ordinary people under the 2nd temple and Roman Empire. This is about people who worked at their jobs, believed the Bible, carried out routines/cerebration of Jewish religion. They prayed every day, thanked God for blessing, and they went to synagogue, asked teachers questions, listened respectfully on the Sabbath. They also gave hard-earned second tithe money to Jerusalem, devoutly performed their sacrifices, and carried the meat out of the temple to share with their family and friends.  I believe that this is very similar to our Christian daily life. Why did they live like this? What is real Judaism behind this ordinary people’s life?  
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