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Three kings, two stories, and one tale that the Author tells us in the Book A Tale of Three Kings. Three kings are Saul, David, and David’s son Absalom. Both Saul and David are anointed by God. They are the first and second king of Israel. Absalom usurped his Father’s throne to be the third king of Israel for a very short time because David retook the throne and killed him quickly.
The first story is between Saul and David. When Israel asked God for a King to reign over them. God told Samuel to anoint Saul as the first king of Israel. Later, King Saul disobeyed God’s command to offer sacrifice which made God very angry, and God decided to anoint David as the second king of Israel to replace Saul. David was a handsome and strong young man, he killed Goliath and earned Israel people’s love, which also made Saul jealous on him. Saul tried very hard to kill David. But David respected Saul as a Jonathan’s anointed and avoided to kill him. The author used a lot of ink on David’s thoughts and struggles on this period. The Author argues that Saul was God’s instrument to help David to grow up. God did not just anoint David as king, he always prepared David to be a king. When David respected God and endured Saul’s oppression, He became more mature and stronger.
The second story is between Absalom and David. David was old and his son Absalom was growing up. Absalom was a handsome and wisdom young man, humble before the people of Israel. He also has the courage to kill David’s another son Amnon who raped Absalom’s sister. He had an evil thought to usurp his father’s kingdom.  He rose up to against David, and David was under risk. David was put into the situation where king Saul used to be. The author describes a lot of David’s inner thoughts on this difficult time. Finally, David decided to leave his kingdom to Absalom and run away for his life.
I like the first story. The author’s analysis on David’s situation and inside thoughts are very meaningful and excellent. He points out that God use king Saul as an instrument to break David’s inner word. There were actually two Saul threaded David, one was outside him, and another was inside him. God was used the outside Saul to destroy his inner Saul. 
I had some hard time to read the second story. I cannot fully agree author’s opinion on how David thought about Absalom’s rebellion.  The Arthur argues that David gave up his throne to Absalom willingly. But in the Bible, we see that David was forced to run away for his life. If he was willingly to give up his throne, why did he kill Absalom and got his throne back so quickly? 
In the writing style, the first story was well written and very easy to read in a prose style, but the second part is really hard to read and difficult to understand.
Finally, the author named this book as a tale, which means there are some meanings in these stories. Obviosity, he wants to tell us how to handle the difficult relationships between older and younger coworkers in church. We need to respect each other, not fight each other because both groups need to fear God. We need to break our inner self if we are the younger David; but if we are the old king David, we need to trust God that he is the real king of church, we should not grasp our positions and don’t want to past them to younger brokers and sisters. Controlling and rebellions are not the right attitudes to do God’s work in church. We need to fear and obey God.
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