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How to Make Ethical Decision in a Complex World of Patrick T. Smith
The Bible in Christian Ethics
Smith asserts that the Bible is the inspired narrative of God’s redemptive plan for His creation. He argues that the Bible can help with the ethical decision, and the divine revelation through the Bible has a primary role in Christian ethics. In order to be accepted the Bible as an authoritative moral prescription for Christians, Smith emphasizes that proper interpretation of the Bible and its appropriate application in our contemporary setting are so crucial in the Christian community. Smith stresses the importance of the discipline of hermeneutics in all facets of Christian discipleship. 
Criteria for Making Ethical Decisions
Smith presents a model that can assist Christians in making sound ethical decisions. 1. Gather the facts. → 2. Determine the ethical issues. → 3. Determine what virtues and principles have a bearing on the case. → 4. List the alternatives. → 5. Compare the alternatives with the virtues and principles employed. → 6. Consider the consequences. → 7. Make a decision consistent with a Christian ethic. 
Character and Community Count
[bookmark: _GoBack]Smith asserts the importance of character and community. He explains the responses to “What kind of person should I be?” is more essential than the reactions to “What ought I to do?” in Christian ethics. Also, Smith emphasizes humans are created as social beings, and ethics is a profoundly communal exercise, so shared moral responsibilities and moral bonds are moral requisites of genuine community.
Impression
Smith’s this article is very clear and practical. Especially, Smith’s framework for making an ethical decision is so helpful and reasonable to understand and exercise as Christians. I absolutely agree with Smith’s emphasis on the necessity of hermeneutical discipline in all aspects of the Christian life to discern how biblical principles may be applied in specific situations. As a Christian believing the Bible as God’s inspired Word and living in the post-modern world, I think this article can be an excellent manual of Christian ethics and lucid instruction on how to make ethical decisions.
