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8. What can be changed in society to lessen social alienation?
Seeing as we are going through a time of quarantine, I believed that this question about alienation was important to answer. As far as a short summary of what the chapter has to say about social alienation there are three categories. However, first the big picture to remember is that the chapter is claiming that alienation is a cause for human misery. First there is the category of the separation from other people. Secondly there is separation from meaningful work. Lastly there is separation from ourselves as active beings. The chapter goes on to say that this social alienation began with Karl Marx. It is a matter of business or even class to be set apart and above in order to meet one’s personal needs or goals. In the end it makes the closeness that is the basis of human beings almost nonexistent. The chapter gives the example of how electronics has allowed us to expand the human ability to be more individualistic however at the cost of making us more alienated. The second category of alienation is alienation form meaningful work. In the past our work skills were for the betterment of the community and now it is for personal gain only. The third category of alienation is to be alienated from ourselves and this means that we as humans are passive in relation to our world. 
	As far as our main question goes as to what can be changed in society to lessen social alienation, I believe it is actually pretty simple. I believe it comes down to changing our society perspective on many things in our world. I believe if use things like our social media platforms to promote small business and business that are hand craft based, we will renew our appreciation for working for the betterment of the community. This would bring down the percentage of people in our social atmosphere that work only for personal gain. Also, we can continue to use our social platforms as our world is now during this world wide quarantine and use apps and social media to do things together other than zoning out for alone time. When quarantine is over my family and I have decided that we will still buy our groceries online using a social media platform. Yes this is “self-centered practice” in order to get what I need. However, buy doing this one self-centered thing it is in turn making more personal time for me to spend with others seeing as they deliver the groceries and I do not have to spend my time outside shopping. 
	I think another thing we can do in our society is to be outside more around other people. Being outside and exposed to different people and different cultures gives us appreciation for others and different walks of life. Maybe we would not be so self-centered in our persona actions, work and decisions if we were exposed to others and saw their needs that were greater than our own. One could also volunteer in a different world of work separate from their own. For example if you are a business man behind a desk all day then maybe volunteering in a health care setting where you have to roll up your sleeves and do some dirty work in order to make sure someone gets a particular type of care might help open ones eyes to expand their sight to someone else other than the self. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, Yes I agree with the text that these three categories of alienation can be the cause of misery. However, I only believe this is true if we as a society allow our perspective to be directed to this way of thinking. We could also use our world the way it is for the opportunity to bring us together and to advertise the needs of others in our society and personal social groups. We also can acknowledge that it is important to be “selfish“ at times because if we do not take good care of ourselves then we will not possibly be fit enough to take care of others. 
