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R. John Elford’s Christianity and War is a great article for anyone to read who is curious where Christians stand when it comes to war and Christianity. There are three different stances that Elford describes when it comes to how Christians approach war: pacifist, crusading, and the just war. His overall argument is that there is a ‘fallen world’ where everything in it will end with peace in the second coming of Christ.
In the pacifist approach, Christians look to the works of Jesus and how he approached this fallen world. Jesus’ teachings of peace and the fact that he is the Prince of Peace has given churches the idea that peace is central to the essential Christian message that they have given it prominence over all else. Lastly, Elford describes three main groups of pacifists: pacifists of principle, of pragmaticism, and of selection. In the crusading approach, Elford describes a time where wars were fought on behalf of God. Although this may seem like a just reason to be involved in war, Elford says that the actions involved were more brutal inhumanity. It was a time for anarchy and pacifism was silenced. Finally, the just war approach became prominent when Christianity became the officially accepted religion of the Roman Empire. It sought to answer two questions: First, under what circumstances, is it ever justifiable for Christians to engage in war at all? Second, what means of war is it ever permissible to use?
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, there was no concrete answer to the question of if there’s anything ethically wrong for Christians and war. This article was mainly informational, but helpful to see all approaches Christians take on war.
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