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Power Healing by John Wimber Reading Report

	John Wimber, in his book Power Healing, offers an in depth look into the work of divine healing – what Wimber defines as the miraculous healing work that comes from God alone.  He incorporates solid biblical foundations on God’s heart for healing by looking at both the Old and New Testament, while also using the life of Jesus and his disciples to argue that God still desires to use His people to continue the work of healing that Jesus did in his time on earth.  Furthermore, Wimber’s personal story from skepticism to humble obedience for the work of divine healing opens any reader’s heart to the healing work of God, and his in-depth overview of the practicalities of healing through countless testimonies inserted throughout the book of times in which God both healed and did not heal, brings encouragement to the reader to build one’s own healing ministry.  Wimber’s ability to incorporate both biblical foundation, personal experience, and practical models for healing sets this book apart from many.
	Wimber writes in his personal note before the first chapter of his book, “My story illustrates a principle that guides me in divine healing: obedience to God’s word is the fundamental reason that I pray for the sick and receive prayer personally, even when I do not see healing as a result of those prayers” (xviii).  Wimber’s book was not particularly new information to me as my current ministry context openly welcomes and allows prayers of healing.  However, something that I felt convicted of throughout the book was that although I believe in divine healing and I serve at a church that operates in the movement of the Holy Spirit, I was not personally seeing people get physically healed.  Unlike Wimber’s story in which he went from believing God does not heal to being obedient to God’s divine healing work, I always believed that God was a healer, yet my thoughts and actions do not necessarily align with my belief.  For instance, when I see someone in need of physical healing, my first thought is not that I should pray for them, but instead, I think about the costs of praying for this person.  These costs can be anything from fear of rejection to the cost of my time, yet Wimber’s story reminded me that obedience to God means praying for sick.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the principles that I hope to incorporate in my personal life is what Wimber talks about in chapter ten of his book.  He discusses that the two qualifications for a practitioner of divine healing is that they must first, have faith for healing and second, their faith does not need to be great or perfect (188).  He continues to say that when divine healing continues to become a regular part of church life, over time there will be people especially effective in praying for the sick (196).  My hope and desire for this next step in my divine healing journey is to take the faith that I have that God heals and actually go out in obedience to practice it.  I want to step out of my comfort zone, push aside my fears, and walk in obedience to God’s Word that we are called to continue the work of Christ in praying for healing.  Wimber’s book emphasizes multiple times that sometimes God does not heal, but that is not a reason to stop praying.  I recognize for my own life that fearing that God will not heal cannot be a reason in which I do not pray for others because there will be times in which God does heal, and this can impact someone’s life forever.  In cultivating a lifestyle of continued obedience to God, I hope to make praying for healing a regular practice in my life to ultimately see regular occurrences of healing.
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