CSS Table
Styling



Using CSS to Style Tables

Up to this point, as we haven't applied any CSS styling to our tables, our example
tables have not been too pleasing to the eye. CSS offers us several properties to
customize how our tables appear on the page:

Style Description

padding Padding (white space around content) of element.

Though we're using these properties to style table elements, all of these properties may
be used with many other XHTML elements, as we'll see in future lessons.




Setting Table Width

We can set the overall width of a table by applying a class to the <table> element:

<style type="text/css"> | Setting Table Width |+
.glossary {
width: 350px;
}
</style>

‘ Acronym ‘ Definition
‘CSS ‘Cascading Style Sheets

‘FAQ ‘Frequently Asked Questions
‘HTNIL ‘HyperText Markup Language

‘URL Uniform Resource Locator

<table class="glossary" border="1">

<tr>
<th>Acronym</th>
<th>Definition</th>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>CSs</td>
<td>Cascading Style Sheets</td>
</tr>

</table>




Setting Column Width in Pixels

We can set the width of columns by setting the widths of the first row of data cells:

<style type="text/css"> | L. Setting Cell Width L+
.glossary { |
width: 350px; css

Acronym ‘ Definition

‘Cascading Style Sheets

} FAQ Frequ?:ntly Asked
.col { Questions

width: 175px; FTTML HyperText Markup
} Language

Uniform Resource
S tyle> L Locator

<table class="glossary" border="1">
<tr>
<th class="col">Acronym</th>
<th class="col" Definition</th>
</tr>
<tr>
<td>CSSs</td>
<td>Cascading Style Sheets</td>
</tr>

</table>




Setting Column Width in Percent

Rather than pixels, we can also set column widths to be a percent of the total

available width:

<style type="text/css">
.glossary {
width: 350px;
}
.coll {
width:
}
.col2 {
width:

}
</style>

<table class="glossary" border="1">
<tr>
<th class="coll">Acronym</th>
<th class="col2">Definition</th>
</tr>

</table>

| Settlng Cell Width | +

| Acronym

‘ Definition

css

‘Cascading Style Sheets

[FAQ

‘Frequently Asked Questions

[HTML

‘HyperText Markup Language

[URL

‘Unifoml Resource Locator




Borders

CSS provides us plenty of flexibility when generating borders around elements.
There are multiple properties that affect the border that displays on the page:

Style Description

border-style Type of border: none, solid, dashed,
dotted, double, groove, ridge, inset, outset.

border-color Color of border.

border-width Width of border, measured in pixels. Also
available: thin, medium, and thick.

border-collapse collapse: borders display as single border.
separate: borders are detached (default).




The border-collapse Property

By invoking the border-collapse property, we can force a table to collapse its
borders into a single line between cells:

<style type="text/css"> —— F“““‘iﬂﬁﬁﬁ&;“““_
- gl(.)ssa‘:-y { . 285 Cascading Style Sheets
width: 356px; AQ Frequently Asked Questions
]: collapse { ; HyperText Markup Language
border-collapse: collapse; JRL Uniform Resource Locator
}

</style> Lascadmu Style Sheets

Frequently Asked Questions

<table class="glossary collapse" HTML  |HyperText Markup Language
border="1">

Uniform Resource Locator
<tr>

<th class="coll">Acronym</th>

<th class="co0l2">Definition</th>
</tr>

</table>




Customizing Borders

By using the other three properties, we can create custom borders for our table:

<style type="text/css"> | Border Example =)
.glossary {
width: 350px;
border-width: 4px;
border-style: solid;
border-color: red;
}
th {
border-width: 2px;
border-style: solid;
}
td {
border-width: 2px;
border-style: dashed;
}

Acronym Definition
1Cascading Style Sheets

:Uniform Resource Locator

For demonstrative purposes, we applied CSS styles directly to the <th> and <td>
elements, instead of using separate classes. In the real world, this would likely be a
bad idea, as any other tables on our page would be affected too.




Using CSS Border Shorthand

When specifying multiple border properties, we can use the CSS border
shorthand to reduce the statement to a single line:

<style type="text/css"> <style type="text/css'">
.glossary { .glossary {
width: 350px; width: 350px;
border-width: 4px; border: 4px solid red;
border-style: solid; }
border-color: red; th {
} border: 2px solid,
th { }
border-width: 2px; td {
border-style: border: 2px dashed;
} }
td {
border-width:
border-style:

}




Adding Cell Padding

By setting the padding property, we can make sure there is at least that much
white space around our cell contents. This keeps the actual cell contents from
displaying too closely to the borders:

<style type="text/css"> | Cell Padding
.glossary {

.
width: 350px;

. Cascading Style Sheets
border: 4px solid red; S :

}
th {
border: 2px solid,; - ! Uniform Resource Locator

}
td {

border: 2px dashed;
padding: 5px;
}




Setting a Background Color

By setting the background-color property, we can change our table's
background away from the default:

<style type="text/css"> Background Color
.glossary {
width: 350px;
border: 4px solid red
background-color: gray;
}
th {
border: 2px solid;

}

td {
border: 2px dashed;
padding: 5px;

}




Using Background Color on Rows

<style type="text/css"> | L. Alternating Row Colors

.odd {
background-color: lime;

}

.even {
background-color: aqua;
9 qua; ! Uniform Resource Locator

} |

</style>

<tr class="odd">

<td>CsSs</td>

<td>Cascading Style Sheets</td>
</tr>
<tr class="even">

<td>FAQ</td>

<td>Frequently Asked Questions</td>
</tr>
<tr class="odd">
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