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Chapter 17 

 
The Politics of Food Policy and Rural Life 
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The Contradictions of American Food 

Policy 

• Rates for both obesity & overweight are 

higher in lower socioeconomic groups 

 

• The impact of obesity on America’s 

healthcare system is also growing 
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Hunger in the United States 

• High food security households 
 

• Marginal food security households 
 

• Low food security households 
 

• Very low food security households 
 

• Cheap and plentiful food is an American 

tradition 



© 2014, XXXX, XXXX  Pearson Education, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Governmental Food Programs 

• SNAP (Formerly Called Food Stamps): A 

Description of the Program 

 

• SNAP: Who Is in the Program, and What 

Does It Cost? 

 

• Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 

for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 



Governmental Food Programs 

• Other Food Programs 

– Snacks available in after-school programs  

• Through the NSLP and the CACFP, and The Child 

Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004 

 

• Have the Food Programs Worked? 

– Only about half of those eligible receive WIC 

benefits, but it saves & improves lives 
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Farming in the United States 

• Governmental Farm Policies 

– Farm Security and Rural Investment Act 
 

• Biofuels, Fracking, and Farming 
 

• The Face of U.S. Farming 

– The changing landscape of U.S. farming 

– Farm incomes 

– The graying of U.S. farms 



Farming in the United States 

– Consolidation and control 

 

– Women and farming 

 

– Rural health and food quality 

 

– Farm subsidies 

 

– Efficiency 
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Farmworkers 

• Demographics 
 

• Education and language 
 

• Labor and conditions 
 

• Wages and poverty 
 

• Use of social services 
 

• Housing 
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Issues in American Farming 

• The Corporatization of American Farming 

– Leads to closed markets  

• Where prices are fixed not by open, competitive 

bidding but by negotiated contracts 
 

• Genetic Engineering  

– Example: Corn 
 

• Global Trade 



Issues in American Farming 

• Food Safety 

• Local Selling 

• Organic Farming 

– The fastest growing sector of American 

agriculture 

• Sustainable Agriculture 

• Climate Change 
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Conclusion 

• The production, distribution, and 

consumption of food: 
 

– Historically rooted in political economy 

 

• SNAP 


