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Chapter 14 

 
Criminal Justice 
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History of U.S. Criminal Justice 

• Faith in social science that originated in 

the West in the eighteenth century 

 

• Modern criminology dates from the Age of 

Enlightenment in the eighteenth century 

 

• Early American colonists imported 

traditional European thinking about crime 
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The Criminal Justice System 

• The U.S. criminal justice system is similar 

to education and mental health programs 

 

– States & localities provide a larger portion of 

services than the federal government 

 

• The last decades of the twentieth century 

witnessed a boom in prison construction 
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Juvenile Justice 

• Juvenile justice is a significant feature of 

U.S. criminal justice 
 

• New York City House of Refuge 
 

• Massachusetts Division of Youth Services 
 

• Incarceration as the intervention of choice 
 

• Boot camp 
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The New Jim Crow 

• Race and ethnicity have been fundamental 

to understanding criminal justice 

 

• Association between incarceration, social 

disadvantage & high school drop outs 

 

• Gang involvement 
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The War on Drugs 

• The deterioration of inner cities 
 

• Government interdiction of supplies, aimed 

at eliminating the substance 
 

• Treatment programs deployed to diminish 

the demand for illegal drugs 
 

• The social consequence of the arrest and 

incarceration 
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The Underclass and “Moral Poverty” 

• 45% of prisoners were on probation/parole 

when they committed their latest offense 

 

• The conservative prescription for moral 

poverty 

 

• The evolution of liberal policies that divert 

youth from delinquency 
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Legalization of Drugs 

• Drug legalization had been a standard 

demand among Libertarians 

 

• Momentum toward legalizing drugs 

reached its peak during the mid-1980s 

 

• Fair Sentencing Act, signed by President 

Obama in 2010 
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The “New Penology” 

• The public was growing increasingly 

intolerant of crime 
 

• Although crime has fallen, incarceration 

rates remain high 
 

• Innocence Project 
 

• Costly prison system 
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Conclusion 

• Advocates continue to press for reform 
 

• Some reformers have proposed more 

humane facilities for inmates 
 

• The Karnes County Civil Detention Center 
 

• Humanizing corrections 


