
RSVASir 17.1   The Lord created man out of earth, and turned him back to it again.  2 He gave to men few fewfew days, a limited time, but granted them authority over the things upon the earth.  3 He endowed endoweendowed them with strength like his own, and made them in his own image.  4 He placed the fear fear fear of them in all living beings, and granted them dominion over beasts and birds.  6 He made for forfor them tongue and eyes; he gave them ears and a mind for thinking.  7 He filled them with knowledge knowknowledge and understanding, and showed them good and evil.  8 He set his eye upon their hearts heartshearts to show them the majesty of his works.  10 And they will praise his holy name, to proclaim the tthe grandeur of his works.  11 He bestowed knowledge upon them, and allotted to them the law of ofof life.  12 He established with them an eternal covenant, and showed them his judgments.  13 Their TheTheir eyes saw his glorious majesty, and their ears heard the glory of his voice.  14 And he said to them, tthem, “Beware of all unrighteousness.” And he gave commandment to each of them concerning his hhis neighbor.  15 Their ways are always before him, they will not be hid from his eyes.  17 He appointed appoappointed a ruler for every nation, but Israel is the Lord’s own portion.  19 All their works are as the ththe sun before him, and his eyes are continually upon their ways.  20 Their iniquities are not hidden hiddehidden from him, and all their sins are before the Lord.  22 A man’s almsgiving is like a signet with withwith the Lord and he will keep a person’s kindness like the apple of his eye.  23 Afterward he will arise aarise and requite them, and he will bring their recompense on their heads.  24 Yet to those who repent reprepent he grants a return, and he encourages those whose endurance is failing. 
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repent he grants a return, and he encourages those whose endurance is failing. Sir 17.25   Turn to the Lord and forsake your sins; pray in his presence and lessen your offenses.  262626 Return to the Most High and turn away from iniquity, and hate abominations intensely.  27 Who WhWho will sing praises to the Most High in Hades, as do those who are alive and give thanks?  28 From FrFrom the dead, as from one who does not exist, thanksgiving has ceased; he who is alive and well sings ssings the Lord’s praises.  29 How great is the mercy of the Lord, and his forgiveness for those who who who turn to him!  30 For all things cannot be in men, since a son of man is not immortal.  31 What WhaWhat is brighter than the sun? Yet its light fails. So flesh and blood devise evil.  32 He marshals the thethe host of the height of heaven; but all men are dust and ashes. 
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RSVASir 33.7 Why is any day better than another, when all the daylight in the year is from the sun?  8 By ByBy the Lord’s decision they were distinguished, and he appointed the different seasons and feasts; feasts; feasts;  9 some of them he exalted and hallowed, and some of them he made ordinary days.  10 All All All men are from the ground, and Adam was created of the dust.  11 In the fulness of his knowledge knowledgknowledge the Lord distinguished them and appointed their different ways;  12 some of them he blessed bblessed and exalted, and some of them he made holy and brought near to himself; but some of them thethem he cursed and brought low, and he turned them out of their place.  13 As clay in the hand of of of the potter — for all his ways are as he pleases — so men are in the hand of him who made them, themthem, to give them as he decides. 
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