Lesson Seven Questions and Answer

Ephesians: Why are these epistles called prison letters?

The epistles are often referred to as prison letters because they were written by the
Apostle Paul during his imprisonment in Rome. These letters, including Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon, were composed while Paul was under
house arrest, awaiting trial. Despite his confinement, Paul continued to spread his
teachings and provide guidance to the early Christian communities through these
writings.

According to Pastor Huffman, what is this theme of the epistle to the

Ephesians?
According to Pastor Huffman, the epistle to the Ephesians emphasizes the theme of

unity in the body of Christ. Paul underscores the importance of the church as a
united community where believers are encouraged to live in harmony, support one
another, and grow together in spiritual maturity. This letter also highlights God's
eternal purpose for the church and the role of believers in fulfilling His divine plan.

What are some of the reasons that Ephesus was considered a great
city?

Ephesus was a center of learning and philosophy; the city was also renowned for
its architectural spectacles and Its location is a major commercial center. Situated
on the western coast of Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey), Ephesus had access to
the Aegean Sea and was a key port for trade between the East and West. This
considered position allowed it to flourish economically and culturally.

Lastly, Ephesus held significant religious importance, not just in pagan traditions
but also in early Christianity. It was one of the cities where the Apostle Paul
preached and it later became an important center for the Christian faith, as
evidenced by the mentions in the New Testament and the establishment of the
Church of Ephesus.

These factors are deliberate location, architectural greatness, intellectual
reputation, and religious significance combined to make Ephesus one of the great
cities of the ancient world.



In what other book where the Ephesians mentioned?

The Ephesians are mentioned in several other books of the New Testament, notably
in Acts and Revelation. The book of Acts provides details about Paul's missionary
journeys, including his time spent in Ephesus, where he preached and established
the church. Revelation contains letters to the seven churches, including the Church
of Ephesus, highlighting their strengths and weaknesses.

What was said both positively and negatively about the Ephesians?
Throughout the New Testament, the Ephesians are portrayed with both
commendation and criticism. In the book of Acts, Paul describes his time in
Ephesus positively, emphasizing the church's growth and the widespread
acceptance of his teachings. He acknowledges their strong faith and dedication to
the Christian doctrine, which allowed the church to flourish in a city known for its
diverse beliefs and practices.

However, in the book of Revelation, a different light is shed upon the Ephesians.
The letter to the Church of Ephesus commends them for their perseverance and
ability to discern false apostles, yet it also criticizes them for having abandoned the
love they had at first. This reproach serves as a reminder to the Ephesians to
rekindle their initial feeling and devotion to Christ.

Thus, the Ephesians are recognized for their steadfastness and discernment, yet
they are also urged to revisit the passionate love and commitment that initially
defined their faith journey.

List the key Scripture verses given by Pastor Huffman for the book of

Ephesians.
One of the key Scripture verses given by Pastor Huffman for the book of Ephesians

is Ephesians 4:22-29. This passage highlights the "put off-put on" principle, which
emphasizes the transformation of believers' lives through the renewal of their
minds and actions.

Additionally, Pastor Huffman underscores several other important verses in
Ephesians 1:3-14 - A praise of God's spiritual blessings in Christ. Ephesians 2:8-10
The concept of salvation by grace through faith. Ephesians 3:16-21 A prayer for
spiritual strength and understanding.



Ephesians 6:10-18 - The armor of God and standing firm against evil. These verses
collectively capture the themes of grace, redemption, spiritual warfare, and the
believer's new identity in Christ.

List several other themes highlighted in the epistle.

The epistle to the Ephesians also emphasizes unity in the body of Christ, the
importance of spiritual maturity, and the power of prayer. It discusses the mystery
of God's plan to unite all things in Christ, the role of the church in God's eternal
purpose, and the call for believers to live a life worthy of their calling,
characterized by humility, gentleness, patience, and love.

What is the “put off-put on” principle mentioned in Eph. 4:22-
29. According to Pastor Huffman, what are the four purposes of God
in our life?

The “put off-put on” principle mentioned in Ephesians 4:22-29 emphasizes the
transformation of a believer's life through the renewal of their minds and actions.
This passage encourages believers to "put off" their old self, which is corrupted by
deceitful desires, and to "put on" the new self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness. This transformative process involves a conscious
rejection of former sinful behaviors and a deliberate embrace of godly virtues and
practices.

According to Pastor Huffman, the four purposes of God in our life include
Glorification: To glorify God in all aspects of our lives through our thoughts,
actions, and words.

Sanctification; to grow in spiritual maturity and holiness by aligning our lives
with God's will and character.

Evangelization: to share the gospel and make disciples, spreading the message of
salvation through Jesus Christ.

Edification; to build up the body of Christ, encouraging and supporting fellow
believers in their faith journey.

These purposes collectively guide believers to live lives that reflect their calling
and contribute to the fulfillment of God's eternal plan.



Philippians: When did Paul found the church at Philippi?

Paul founded the church at Philippi during his second missionary journey, around
AD 49-51. This event is recorded on Acts 16, where Paul and his companions
visited the city of Philippi, a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman
colony. Their efforts led to the conversion of Lydia, a seller of purple goods, and
the subsequent establishment of the first Christian congregation in Europe.

Why did he write his letter to the Philippians?

Paul wrote his letter to the Philippians to express gratitude for their support, to
encourage unity and perseverance in their faith and to provide them with spiritual
guidance. The letter is filled with expressions of affection and joy, reflecting Paul's
deep connection to the believers in Philippi. It also addresses challenges they
faced, offering comfort and exhortation to remain steadfast in their commitment to
Christ. Furthermore, Paul emphasizes the importance of humility and the example
of Christ’s sacrificial love, urging them to adopt His attitude in their own lives.

What is a characteristic of the church at Philippi?

One characteristic of the church at Philippi was its unwavering support for Paul's
ministry. The believers in Philippi were known for their generosity and
encouragement, which Paul deeply appreciated and frequently acknowledged in his
letter to them. This close relationship between Paul and the Philippian church was
further exemplified by their consistent financial aid and moral support, even during
his imprisonment. Their commitment to the gospel and dedication to living out
their faith were signs to the Philippian congregation.

According to Pastor Huffman, what are some of the key verses in the
epistle?

According to Pastor Huffman, some of the key verses in the epistle include
Philippians 1:6 “Being confident of this that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Philippians 2:3-4 Do nothing
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but to each of you to the interests of
others. Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. the peace



of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus."

These verses highlight the themes of confidence in God's work, humility, and
peace through trust in God, which are central to Paul's message to the Philippians.
They offer guidance and reassurance to believers, encouraging them to live lives
reflective of their faith and commitment to Christ.

As part of the message of the book, what are some things that

believers should do?
Believers are encouraged to embody several key principles in their daily lives. First

and foremost, they should embrace humility, valuing others above themselves and
seeking the interests of others rather than their own, as emphasized in Philippians
2:3-4. Additionally, believers are urged to live with confidence in God's ongoing
work within them, trusting that He will bring His plans to completion, as stated in
Philippians 1:6. Furthermore, believers are counseled to resist anxiety and instead
turn to prayer and thanksgiving, allowing the peace of God to guard their hearts
and minds, as highlighted in Philippians 4:6-7. These principles collectively guide
believers to live life reflective of their faith and commitment to Christ.

In what passage of this book do we find great insights into the nature

of Christ and His attitude?
The passage found in Philippians 2: 5-11 provides profound insights into the nature

of Christ and His attitude. This often referred to as the Christ Hymn, highlights
Christ humility and obedience. It begins with the exhortation to have the same
mindset as Christ Jesus, who, being in very nature of God, did not consider
equality with God something to be used to His own advantage. Instead, He made
Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human
likeness. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to death even death on a cross!

What is one of the themes of the book of Colossians?

One of the primary themes of the book of Colossians is the supremacy of Christ.
Paul emphasizes that Christ is above all creation and holds all things together. He
stresses the fullness of deity dwelling bodily in Christ, making Him dominant in
both the spiritual and material realms. This theme is pivotal in countering false



teachings and heresies that threatened the Colossian church, reminding believers of
Christ's ultimate authority and sufficiency.

What destructive belief system did Paul address in his epistle to the

Colossians?

Paul addressed Gnosticism, which was a belief system that threatened the
Colossian church. Gnosticism held that spiritual knowledge was the key to
salvation, often claiming that physical matter was inherently evil, and that Christ
was a purely spiritual entity. This unconventional doctrine undermined the
supremacy and sufficiency of Christ, leading believers astray from the true
teachings of the gospel.

What were some of the beliefs of Gnosticism and why were they

heretical?
Gnosticism is a belief system that emerged in the early Christian era, held that

spiritual knowledge was the ultimate path to salvation. Gnostics often believed that
the material world was inherently evil and that the true essence of humanity was
found in the spiritual realm. They asserted that Christ was a divine entity who only
appeared to be human, denying His true incarnation and physical suffering.

These beliefs were considered heretical because they undermined orthodox
Christian teachings. Rejecting the goodness of creation and the genuine humanity
of Christ, Gnosticism contradicted the foundational Christian doctrines of the
incarnation and salvation. Paul's epistle to the Colossians addressed these false
teachings, emphasizing Christ's supremacy and sufficiency in both the spiritual and
material worlds.

What does this epistle reveal about the doctrine of Christ?

The epistle provides a deep understanding of the doctrine of Christ, emphasizing
His humility, obedience, and manifestation. In Philippians 2:5-11, known as the
Christ Hymn, we learn about Jesus' divine nature, His willingness to renounce His
privileges, and His obedience to the point of death on a cross. This passage
highlights His sacrificial love and the supreme example He sets for believers,
encouraging them to adopt His mindset in their daily lives.

According to Pastor Huffman, what is the key verse of the book?



According to Pastor Huffman, the key verse of the book of Colossians is
Colossians 1:18, which states, "And He is the head of the body, the church; He is
the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He
might have the supremacy." This verse encapsulates the doctrine of Christ's
supremacy and his outstanding role in creation, reinforcing the central theme of the
epistle.

What does this tell us about the person of Christ?

This reveals that Christ is not only the ultimate authority but also embodies the
fullness of God. His supremacy over all creation and His role in holding everything
together demonstrate His omnipotence and omnipresence. The epistle emphasizes
that Christ's divine nature dwells bodily, affirming His incarnation and refuting any
notion that diminishes His humanity or divinity. This understanding reinforces the
belief that Christ is sufficient for salvation, countering any heretical teachings that
suggest otherwise.

What was Paul trying to accomplish when he wrote the letter to
Philemon?

Paul wrote the letter to Philemon with the intention of advocating for Onesimus, a
runaway slave who had become a Christian under Paul's mentorship. In his letter,
Paul appeals to Philemon’s sense of Christian brotherhood, encouraging him to
welcome Onesimus not merely as a slave, but as a beloved brother in Christ.
Through this personal and heartfelt appeal, Paul seeks to foster reconciliation,
forgiveness, and unity within the early Christian community, reflecting the
transformative power of the gospel.

What does this reveal about the character of Paul?

Paul's letters reveal a deeply compassionate and strategic leader, dedicated to the
spiritual growth of the early Christian communities. His epistle to Philemon
showcases his skill in mediation and his commitment to the principles of
forgiveness and reconciliation. By advocating for Onesimus, Paul demonstrates his
belief in the transformative power of the gospel and the importance of unity within
the Christian faith. His ability to address theological issues, as seen in the epistle to
the Colossians, further underscores his role as a protector of orthodox Christian



doctrine, emphasizing Christ's supremacy and sufficiency in both the spiritual and
material realms. Paul's writings highlight his humility, intellectual strength, and
unwavering dedication to spreading the message of Christ.

According to Pastor Huffman, what principal shines through the
epistle?

According to Pastor Huffman, the principal that shines through the epistle is the
supremacy of Christ. In Colossians 1:18, it is stated, "And He is the head of the
body, the church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so
that in everything He might have supremacy. This verse encapsulates Christ's
preeminent role in creation and His authority over all things, reinforcing the central
theme of the epistle.

What is an important theme in the book?

An important theme in the book is the supremacy of Christ. This theme is
emphasized in Colossians 1:18, which states, "And He is the head of the body, the
church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in
everything He might have supremacy." This verse encapsulates Christ's preeminent
role in creation and His authority over all things, reinforcing the central message of
the epistle.

What role does Paul play in this book?

In this book, Paul takes on the role of a mediator, advocate, and strategic leader.
His letters reflect his deep compassion and commitment to the spiritual growth of
the early Christian communities. By advocating for Onesimus in his letter to
Philemon, Paul demonstrates his dedication to reconciliation and unity within the
faith, showcasing the transformative power of the gospel. Additionally, his ep

istle to the Colossians emphasizes Christ's supremacy and sufficiency,
underscoring Paul's role as a protector of orthodox Christian doctrine. Through his
writings, Paul reveals his intellectual strength, humility, and unwavering dedication
to spreading the message of Christ.



The Prison Epistles: How long was Paul under house arrest and Rome
in which he wrote the prison epistles?

Paul was under house arrest in Rome for approximately two years, during which he
wrote several of his most important letters to the early Christian churches. These
letters, known as the Prison Epistles, include Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,
and Philemon. Despite his confinement, Paul continued to exert a profound
influence on the spread of Christianity through his writing, offering guidance,
encouragement, and theological insights to the believers.

What is the epistle to the Philippians called and why is it called this?

The epistle to the Philippians is often referred to as the "Epistle of Joy." It is called
this because of the recurring theme of rejoicing and joy that permeates Paul's letter.
Despite being under house arrest in Rome, Paul frequently exhorts the believers in
Philippi to rejoice in the Lord, expressing his own joy in their faith and partnership
in the gospel. This letter is characterized by its warmth, encouragement, and the
profound sense of joy that transcends Paul's circumstances. Through this epistle,
Paul demonstrates how true joy stems from a deep relationship with Christ,
regardless of external conditions.

Colossians: What is the church at Colossae in danger of?

The church at Colossae faced the peril of being influenced by false teachings,
particularly those stemming from Gnosticism and other syncretical ideas. These
doctrines threatened to undermine the supremacy and sufficiency of Christ,
promoting a distorted view of spirituality that denigrated Christ's divine nature and
his role in creation. The epistle to the Colossians strongly addresses these dangers,
urging believers to hold firmly to the true gospel and to acknowledge Christ's
cosmic preeminence.

Why was Gnosticism syncretistic?

Gnosticism was syncretistic because it blended a variety of religious and
philosophical traditions, including elements from Christianity, Judaism, and Greco-
Roman mystery religions. This amalgamation led to complex teachings that
diverged significantly from orthodox Christian doctrine. Gnosticism proposed an



elaborate cosmology that often diminished the significance of Christ’s divinity and
humanity, presenting Him as a lesser divine being or an emanation among many in
a hierarchical structure. This syncretistic approach threatened the early Christian
teaching by introducing alternative interpretations that obscured the central
message of Christ’s preeminence and sufficiency.

How did Gnosticism denigrate Christ?

Gnosticism denigrated Christ by presenting Him as a lesser divine being or an
emanation among many in a hierarchical structure. This syncretistic approach
diminished the significance of Christ's divinity and humanity, proposing alternative
interpretations that obscured His central role in creation and redemption. Such
teachings threatened the early Christian doctrine by undermining the supremacy
and sufficiency of Christ.

What is the shorthand description of this book?

The Epistle to the Colossians is sometimes referred to as "The Epistle of the
Cosmic Christ" due to its emphasis on the supremacy and preeminence of Christ in
all creation.

What passage describes the “cosmic preeminence of Christ”?

The passage that describes the "cosmic preeminence of Christ" is found in
Colossians 1:15-20. In this section, Paul illustrates Christ's supremacy over all
creation, emphasizing His role as the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation, and the one through whom everything was created. Christ is also
depicted as the head of the church and the first to rise from the dead, thereby
demonstrating His preeminence in all things.

Ephesians: What is unusual about this epistle and what reason has

been proposed for this?
The Epistle to the Ephesians is unique among Paul’s letters in its tone, content, and

structure. Unlike other epistles, Ephesians does not address specific issues or
conflicts within the church but rather provides a broad and sweeping theological
vision. Scholars have proposed that this general and exalted tone suggests it may
have been intended as a circular letter, meant to be distributed among multiple



congregations rather than addressing a single community's concerns. Additionally,
Ephesians contains extensive teachings on the unity of the church and the cosmic
significance of Christ, themes that are less prominent in other Pauline writings.
This has led some to suggest that it was written with the intention of reinforcing
the identity and faith of a broader audience within the early Christian community.

What is one of the great motifs of this epistle?

One of the great motifs of the Epistle to the Colossians is the "cosmic preeminence
of Christ." This foundational theme emphasizes Christ's supremacy over all
creation, highlighting His role as the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation, and the one through whom everything was created. The epistle asserts
Christ's authority and centrality in the universe, making Him the head of the church
and the first to rise from the dead, thereby demonstrating His unparalleled
preeminence in all things.

Who first wrote about predestination?

The concept of predestination was first expounded by Augustine of Hippo, one of
the most influential theologians in Christian history. Augustine's writings in the 4th
and 5th centuries laid the foundation for the doctrine of predestination, particularly
through his work "On the Predestination of the Saints." Augustine argued that
God's grace alone determines the fate of souls, emphasizing divine sovereignty and
human dependency on God's will for salvation. This doctrine profoundly
influenced later Christian thought, including the teachings of John Calvin during
the Reformation.

In what chapter do we find the grace of God explained by Paul?

Paul's explanation of the grace of God can be found in several of his epistles,
particularly in the Book of Romans. In Romans Chapter 5, Paul elaborates on the
concept of grace, emphasizing that it is a gift from God that brings justification and
eternal life through Jesus Christ. This chapter underscores the transformative
power of grace and its central role in Christian salvation.

Where do we find the “armor of God?”
The “armor of God” is found in the Epistle to the Ephesians, specifically in

Ephesians 6:10-18. Here, Paul advises the believers to put on the full armor of God



to stand firm against the schemes of the devil, describing various components such
as the belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, shield of faith, and helmet of
salvation.

What was one of the Seven Wonders of the World at Ephesus?

The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus was one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient
World. This magnificent temple, dedicated to the goddess Artemis, was renowned
for its grand scale and stunning architecture. Its construction was completed
around 550 BCE, and it was considered an architectural marvel due to its immense
size, intricate carvings, and the rich decorations adorning its walls and columns.
The temple not only served as a religious center but also played a significant role
in the social and economic life of Ephesus, attracting pilgrims and visitors from all
over the ancient world.

What places of ancient Ephesus can still be seen today?

Ephesus, a city steeped in history, offers fascinating glimpse into the ancient world
through its well-preserved ruins. Among the most notable sites is the Temple of
Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Although only a few
columns remain, the site still conveys the grandeur that once attracted pilgrims
from across the globe. Another significant location is the Library of Celsus, the
library's facade remains a stunning testament, The Great Theatre of Ephesus, the
Terrace Houses, and The Temple of Hadrian

Lastly, the Church of Mary, one of the earliest Christian churches, reflects the
profound transformation of Ephesus from a pagan center to a hub of Christian
faith. This site is integral to understanding the city’s religious evolution and the
challenges faced by early Christians.

Exploring these ancient ruins not only provides insight into the architectural and
cultural achievements of Ephesus but also offers a connection to the lives and
stories of those who once inhabited this remarkable city.

What did Christians have to struggle with when they entered the
Agora?



Christians faced significant challenges when they entered the Agora, the bustling
marketplace of Ephesus. They encountered a society deeply entrenched in pagan
worship and rituals, where temples dedicated to various deities dominated the
landscape. The prevalence of idolatry and the worship of gods like Artemis created
a hostile environment for early Christians, who often faced persecution and social
ostracism. Furthermore, the Agora was a center for economic and political
activities, and Christians had to navigate these interactions carefully to avoid
conflicts with the prevailing religious and cultural norms. Their presence in the
Agora was a constant test of their faith and resilience, as they strived to uphold
their beliefs amidst widespread pagan practices.

How many pagan temples were at Ephesus?

Ephesus, a city renowned for its rich history and cultural heritage, was home to
numerous pagan temples. Among the most famous were the Temple of Artemis, the
Temple of Hadrian, and the Temple of Domitian. The Temple of Artemis, one of
the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, was particularly significant due to its
grand scale and impressive architectural design. In addition to these major temples,
there were several smaller shrines and sanctuaries dedicated to various deities
throughout the city. These temples played a vital role in the religious and social life
of Ephesus, attracting pilgrims and visitors from across the ancient world and
serving as centers for various rituals and ceremonies.

Other than the worship of Artemis, what took place at the?

The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus was a bustling center of various activities. It not
only served as a religious sanctuary but also as a hub for commerce and social
gatherings. The temple was renowned for its grand festivals and celebrations
dedicated to Artemis, which attracted pilgrims, worshippers, and tourists from
across the ancient world. These events included processions, offerings, and
theatrical performances that showcased the cultural richness of Ephesus.

Additionally, the temple housed a significant treasure, where valuable offerings
and donations were kept. It functioned as a secure place for storing wealth and was
instrumental in the economic stability of the city. The temple's proximity to the



Agora also meant that it was closely linked to the marketplace, facilitating trade
and the exchange of goods.

Moreover, the temple served as a political center. It was a place where influential
figures and leaders met to discuss civic matters and make important decisions. The
temple's role as a gathering place for the community made it an integral part of the
social and political fabric of Ephesus.

Overall, the Temple of Artemis was a multifaceted institution that played a crucial
role in the religious, economic, and social life of the city.

What was also headquartered at this city?

Additionally, Ephesus was the headquarters of the provincial Roman
administration, making it a vital center of governance and political affairs in the
region. The city housed the official residence of the Roman governor and
numerous administrative offices, which oversaw the management and control of
the province.

Regarding Christian, what it was Emperor Domitian known for?

Emperor Domitian was known for his persecution of Christians during his reign.
He demanded to be worshipped as a god and anyone who to worship him,
including Christians, faced severe punishments. Domitian's reign marked a period
of significant challenge and hardship for early Christians, who had to navigate their
faith amidst threats and persecution from the Roman authority.

What were the oracles and how did Paul deal with this?

The oracles of Ephesus were highly renowned and played a significant role in the
city's religious practices. These prophetic figures were believed to communicate
divine messages and guidance, often sought by individuals and leaders for
decisions and predictions. The most famous of these oracles was at the Temple of
Artemis, where priestesses interpreted the goddess's will through various rituals
and ceremonies.

Paul, during his mission in Ephesus, encountered these oracles and the fervent
pagan worship associated with them. His teachings, which focused on the
monotheistic worship of Jesus Christ, directly challenged the established religious



practices and the authority of the. This created considerable tension between Paul
and the adherents of the traditional cults.

Paul's approach was to preach the message of Christianity with conviction,
emphasizing the teachings of Jesus and the promise of salvation. He aimed to shift
the focus from the oracles' cryptic messages to a more personal and direct
relationship with God through Christ. Paul's influence grew as he gained followers,
leading to a significant religious transformation in the region.

Through perseverance and unwavering commitment to his mission, Paul managed
to establish a strong Christian community in Ephesus, despite the challenges posed
by the entrenched pagan traditions and the influential .

Why did Gnosticism ignore things done against the flesh?

As a result, ethical and moral behaviors pertaining to the physical body were seen
as secondary or irrelevant to their spiritual journey.

Where did Paul teach at Ephesus and why did riots occur?

Paul primarily taught in Ephesus at the lecture hall of Tyrannus, a place known for
intellectual discourse and debate. His teachings there continued for about two years
and significantly impacted the residents of Ephesus, spreading the message of
Christianity far and wide.

The riots in Ephesus were sparked by the disruption Paul caused to the established
pagan worship, particularly that of Artemis. As Paul's influence grew, the
worshipers of Artemis, including craftsmen who made a living selling silver idols
of the goddess, saw their livelihoods threatened. This culminated in a major riot
described in Acts 19, where the silversmiths, led by a man named Demetrius,
rallied the people in protest Paul's teachings and the growing Christian community.
The economic impact of the decline in idol sales was a primary factor in the unrest
that shook the city.

What grew at the entrance to the Temple of Artemis that people saw as
a symbol of life how did this relate to the tree of life that Jesus
promised to over comers at Ephesus?



At the entrance to the Temple of Artemis, there grew a sacred tree that people
revered as a symbol of life and fertility. This tree was considered to embody the
blessings of Artemis, the goddess associated with nature, childbirth, and wildlife.
The presence of the tree underscored the temple's role as a sanctuary and a source
of divine favor.

This sacred tree can be seen as a powerful metaphor connecting to the tree of life
that Jesus promised to those who overcame at Ephesus. In the Book of Revelation,
Jesus speaks of granting access to the tree of life in the paradise of God to those
who remain faithful. This promise signifies eternal life and spiritual nourishment.
Thus, while the sacred tree at the Temple of Artemis represented earthly life and
the fertility bestowed by the goddess, the tree of life promised by Jesus signifies a
higher, eternal life granted to believers who triumph in their faith.

The Letter to the Seven Churches Describe the great street of Acts
19:28 and how the mob would have traversed it. Where did this great
street lead to?

In Acts 19:28, the great street referred to is the main thoroughfare of Ephesus,
known for its grandeur and significance. This street, lined with impressive
buildings and bustling shops, was the heart of the city's activity. The mob, incited
by Demetrius and the other silversmiths angered by Paul's teachings, would have
traversed this great street with fervor and noise, drawing the attention of citizens
and officials alike.

The mob's path symbolized the tension between the old pagan traditions and the
emerging Christian faith that threatened the established order. As they moved
through the city, their cries and protests would have echoed against the stone walls
of ancient structures, amplifying the unrest and chaos that gripped Ephesus.

What would eventually ruin the city of Ephesus?

Despite its bustling activity and religious significance, the city of Ephesus would
eventually face decline and ruin. The silting of the harbor was a major factor, as it
led to the loss of its access to the sea and diminished its role as a critical trading
center. Furthermore, the shift in political power and the rise of other cities within
the Roman Empire contributed to its gradual abandonment. Ephesus, once a



vibrant hub of culture and commerce, ultimately fell into disrepair and was left as a
relic of its former glory.

How was Ephesus the gate of the Roman province?

Ephesus was considered the gate of the Roman province of Asia due to its strategic
location and its prominent role as a major port city. Situated on the western coast
of Asia Minor, Ephesus was easily accessible by sea, making it a crucial point of
entry for goods and travelers coming from various parts of the Roman Empire.

The city's well-developed infrastructure, including its impressive harbor and
extensive road network, facilitated trade and communication throughout the region.
This connectivity allowed Ephesus to thrive as a commercial and cultural hub,
attracting merchants, artisans, and scholars from distant lands.

Ephesus also served as an administrative center for the Roman province, housing
government officials and acting as a focal point for political and legal matters. The
presence of significant religious sites, such as the Temple of Artemis, one of the
Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, further enhanced the city's status and drew
pilgrims from across the empire.

In summary, Ephesus was the gate of the Roman province due to its advantageous
location, robust infrastructure, and its role as a center of commerce, culture, and
administration, making it a vital and influential city in the Roman world.

What was the name of the deity of which it was said, “whom all Asia
and the civilized world worshiped.”

The deity referred to is Artemis, also known as Diana in Roman mythology.
Ephesus was home to the Temple of Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World, and she was worshipped widely across Asia and the civilized
world.

Ephesians Overview Chart — What are the two major sections of the
epistle to the Ephesians and what are the subsection

The first section of Ephesians focuses on the theological teachings that emphasize
the spiritual blessings and unity found in Christ, revealing the mystery of God's
plan for humanity. The second section transitions into practical instructions,



providing guidance on how to live out these teachings in everyday life, including
relationships within households and the importance of spiritual readiness.

What are the emphases of the two major sections of Ephesians?

The two major sections of the epistle to the Ephesians focus on distinct aspects of
Christian teaching and practical application.

The first section, chapters 1 to 3, emphasizes theological teachings. It highlights
the spiritual blessings that believers have in Christ, including redemption,
adoption, and inheritance. This section also reveals the mystery of God's plan for
humanity, demonstrating the unity and reconciliation brought through Christ's
sacrifice.

The second section, chapters 4 to 6, transitions into practical instructions. It
provides guidance on how to live out the theological teachings in everyday life,
including maintaining unity within the church, nurturing relationships within
households, and preparing oneself for spiritual warfare.

In summary, the first section centers on the theological foundation of Christian
faith, while the second section focuses on practical advice for living out that faith
in daily activities.

How does that tie into the revelation of Christ in the book?

This ties into the revelation of Christ in the book by highlighting the central role of
Jesus in both the theological and practical aspects of Christian life. The first section
of Ephesians reveals Christ as the source of all spiritual blessings and the one who
unifies and reconciles humanity to God. Through Christ, believers gain
redemption, adoption, and inheritance, thereby becoming part of God's grand plan
for salvation.

In the second section, Christ's teachings and example serve as the foundation for
practical living. Believers are called to emulate Christ in their relationships,
maintain unity in the church, and be prepared for spiritual challenges. This
comprehensive focus on Christ demonstrates His pivotal role in both the faith and
daily conduct of, aligning the theological revelations with practical applications.



Philippians Overview Chart — What titles did Charles Swindoll give
for the four chapters in Philippians?

Charles Swindoll illustrated the book of Philippians with insightful titles for each
chapter, reflecting its key themes and messages, Joy in Living, Joy in Serving, Joy
in Sharing and Joy in Resting.

How is Christ portrayed in each of these chapters?

In the book of Philippians, Christ is portrayed in each of the four chapters through
titles that highlight different aspects of His character and work. These illustrations
tie into the overarching theme of joy in various facets of Christian life. The epistle
to the Colossians offers a profound portrayal of Christ across its four chapters.

What is the key theme of this epistle?

The key theme of the epistle is the central role of Christ in both the theological and
practical aspects of Christian life. The first section emphasizes Christ as the source
of spiritual blessings and the unifier and reconciler of humanity to God. The
second section focuses on living out Christ's teachings and example daily life,
maintaining unity, nurturing relationships, and preparing for spiritual challenges.
This epistle highlights the comprehensive influence of Christ in the faith and
conduct of Christians.

Colossians Overview Chart — Describe how Charles Swindoll
illustrated Christ in each of the four chapters of Colossians?

In his overview of the book of Colossians, Charles Swindoll provides vivid
illustrations of Christ's central role in each of the four chapters.

Swindoll emphasizes Christ's supremacy and preeminence over all creation. He
portrays Jesus as the image of the invisible God and the firstborn over all creation,
who holds all things together and is the head of the chur

In this chapter, Swindoll highlights the fullness of Christ's deity. He illustrates

are complete in Him, with all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in
Christ. This chapter underscores the sufficiency of Christ against any form of false
teaching.



Swindoll presents Christ as the source of the believer's new life. He calls believers
to set their minds on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God,
and to live out their new identity in Him by putting to death their old sinful nature
and putting on the virtues of Christ.

In the final chapter, Swindoll illustrates Christ as the master of relationships. He
discusses how believers should conduct themselves in their relationships with
others, whether in the home, workplace, or society, by reflecting Christ's character
and being devoted to prayer.

These illustrations by Charles Swindoll in the book of Colossians provide a
comprehensive view of Christ's preeminence, fullness, life-giving power, and
influence in the lives of believers.

What is the subject of each of these chapters?

Swindoll emphasizes Christ's supremacy and preeminence over all creation,
portraying Jesus as the image of the invisible God and the firstborn over all
creation, who holds all things together and is the head of the church.

The fullness of Christ's deity is highlighted, illustrating how believers are complete
in Him, with all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ. This
chapter underscores the sufficiency of Christ against any form of false teaching.

Christ is presented as the source of the believer's new life. Believers are called to
set their minds on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God,
and to live out their new identity in Him by putting to death their old sinful nature
and putting on the virtues of Christ.

Christ is illustrated as the master of relationships. Swindoll discusses how
believers should conduct themselves in their relationships with others, whether in
the home, workplace, or society, by reflecting Christ's character and being devoted
to prayer.

What are the different emphases of the first two chapters and the last
two chapters?

Christ's supremacy and preeminence over all creation. Swindoll portrays Jesus as
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation, who holds all things



together, and the head of the church. The fullness of Christ's divine being.
Swindoll illustrates how believers are complete in Him, with all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge hidden in Christ. This chapter underscores the sufficiency
of Christ against any form of false teaching.

Christ as the source of the believer's new life. Swindoll calls believers to set their
minds on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God, and to live
out their new identity in Him by putting to death their old sinful nature and putting

on the virtues of Christ. Christ as the master of relationships. Swindoll discusses
how believers should conduct themselves in their relationships with others,
whether in the home, workplace, or society, by reflecting Christ's character and
being devoted to prayer.

Philemon Overview Chart — describe how Charles Swindoll broke out
the verses of the book of Philemon?

Charles Swindoll breaks out the verses of the book of Philemon into distinct
sections that elucidate the themes and messages conveyed by Apostle Paul.

In the opening verses, Paul introduces himself and his fellow workers, addressing
the letter to Philemon, Apphia, Archippus, and the church that meets in Philemon's
home. This section sets the tone for the epistle, emphasizing the bonds of
fellowship and the grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul expresses his gratitude for Philemon's faith and love, which has brought joy
and encouragement to many believers. He prays for Philemon's continued growth
in Christ and commends his hospitality and generosity. This section highlights the
importance of gratitude and intercession in the Christian life.

Paul makes a personal appeal to Philemon on behalf of Onesimus, a runaway slave
who has since become a believer and a valuable helper to Paul. He urges Philemon
to receive Onesimus not just as a slave, but as a beloved brother in Christ. This
section underscores the transformative power of the gospel and the call to
reconciliation and forgiveness

Paul offers to repay any debt Onesimus might owe Philemon, emphasizing his own
willingness to bear the cost of reconciliation. He expresses confidence in



Philemon's obedience and anticipates a positive response. This section illustrates
the principle of sacrificial love and the willingness to take responsibility for others.

Paul concludes the letter with personal greetings to fellow workers and a prayer for
God's grace to be with Philemon's spirit. This section reflects the close-knit
community of believers and the importance of mutual support and encouragement
in the faith.s

Each section of the epistle is carefully delineated to highlight key themes of
fellowship, gratitude, reconciliation, sacrificial love, and community support,
providing a comprehensive overview of the book of Philemon through Charles
Swindoll's perspective.

What is the overall theme of the book and what different “directions”
does the epistle take?

The book of Philemon centers on the themes of fellowship, gratitude,
reconciliation, sacrificial love, and community support. It begins by emphasizing
the bonds of fellowship and the grace and peace from God, highlighting the
significance of relationships among believers. Apostle Paul then expresses
gratitude for Philemon's faith and love, underscoring the importance of intercession
and hospitality in the Christian life.

The epistle takes a crucial turn when Paul appeals to Philemon on behalf of
Onesimus, a runaway slave. Here, Paul urges Philemon to accept Onesimus not
merely as a slave, but as a beloved brother in Christ, demonstrating the
transformative power of the gospel and the call to forgiveness and reconciliation.
This appeal is further strengthened by Paul's willingness to repay any debt
Onesimus owes, illustrating the principle of sacrificial love.

The letter concludes with personal greetings and a prayer for God's grace,
reflecting the close-knit community of believers and the importance of mutual
support and encouragement. Through these different directions, the book of
Philemon presents a comprehensive overview of Christian values and the profound
impact of faith on personal relationships.



