Running head: SHORT TITLE OF PAPER (50 CHARACTERS OR LESS)
1
Lessons learned
     1

Lessons Learned
Brian Plunkett
San Diego Christian College
BI392
10/15/17
Professor Lloyd
Abraham:
( How did this person fail as a leader?
In the first instance, Abraham failed as a leader by almost giving his wife over to the Pharaoh.  He was so scared of the consequences of Sarah being so beautiful that he would be killed for Pharaoh to have her, he lied to save his own skin but compromise the integrity of his wife.  In the second instance, he heeded the direction of his wife by going into her maid servant to have a child instead of trust in the promise of God.  He failed to lead in trusting in God and His way and allowed for things to be taken into their own hands to be accomplished.

( How did his failures impact the others around him?
In the first instance, his failure almost cost his wife being taken from him by the Pharaoh.  He basically was willing to put his wife in a compromising situation to save himself.  And in the second, by having Ishmael with Hagar he created tension between Hagar and Sarah as well as later between Ishmael and Isaac.  Then he later had to send Hagar and Ishmael away because of the tension that was created from all this.

( What was his response to his failure?
In both instances, I think Abraham did very little to correct anything.  It was only by God’s power that He brought plagues on Pharaoh’s house for Abraham to finally confess what he had done.  Abraham finally came clean with Pharaoh and was sent away from there. With Hagar and Ishmael, initially Abraham gives up responsibility on what happened.  He tells Sarah that since Hagar is her maid servant he wants nothing to do with it and has Sarah deal with the repercussions.  Hagar will flee and its only again by God appearing and telling her to go back that she does.  He ultimately has to send them both away because of the tension they bring when Isaac is born.

( When/how did God respond? 
God does an incredible job of protecting Abraham from his own faults and failures.  He brings plagues on Pharaoh’s household to bring to light the Abraham told, and with Hagar and Ismael he appears to Hagar when she runs away to tell her to return and He still fulfills His promise of Isaac through Sarah.

( What do we know about the implications to his future leadership roles and relationships?
In a comical way, Abraham falls into the trap again about lying about his wife so he clearly didn’t learn very well.  But where Abraham was obedient to offer up Isaac willing to sacrifice him just as God said shows the growth the Abraham went with in trusting the Lord.

( What lessons can we learn from this man’s failure?
· Trust in God no matter what

· Don’t compromise your wife and marriage for yourself.

· God will fulfill His promises

Moses

( How did this person fail as a leader?
In the first context, he kills a person and tries to hide the fact.  He does not lead his people well in killing the Egyptian. In the second context, Moses doubted how God would provide for the people and then Moses questions God and how much God should be caring for the people.  Moses basically blames God for putting this burden on him.

( How did his failures impact the others around him?

His failure impacts others because he kills someone and then flees to the wilderness leaving the Israelites in bondage.  And secondly his failure in doubting and questioning God means that the people of Israel would have so much meat that they would get sick of eating it.

( What was his response to his failure?

When Moses kills the Egyptian, he flees to the wilderness.  And since Moses doubted and questioned the Lord, he will have to learn from this and God will show him that.

( When/how did God respond? 
God will eventually call Moses in the wilderness to deliver the people of Israel from slavery.  God will bring plagues on Egypt to help push Egypt to send the people of Israel away.  God responds by sending quail to Israel and He always provided food for them in the wilderness.

( What do we know about the implications to his future leadership roles and relationships?

It interesting to note that even Moses doubted God’s intention and direction and the Israelites will fall into the same trap when they create golden calf and say that is who saved them from Egypt.  The questioning of how God does things goes from leader to people and even though Moses learns his lesson the people will have to learn theirs as well.

( What lessons can we learn from this man’s failure?
· Do not kill people to deal with your anger

· Do not question God’s promises or provision

· Trusting God’s purpose and plan

· God equips those He calls

David

( How did this person fail as a leader?
David committed adultery with another man’s wife.  He tried to cover it up by bringing the husband home so he could sleep with his wife to hide the pregnancy.  The husband does not do it so David orders him to be sent to the fiercest part of the battle so he can be killed.  So, he commits adultery and murder.

( How did his failures impact the others around him?
David’s failures obviously affect Bathsheba because she ends up pregnant with his child.  Has Uriah killed and David also brings his commanders into the conspiracy because he tells them to pull back from the battle area so that Uriah has no back up in that instance so he will for sure die.

( What was his response to his failure?
David’s initial response to his failure was to cover it up, but later when Nathan confronts David on what he has done, David repents of it and comes back to the Lord learning and growing from it.

( When/how did God respond? 

Scripture later says that what David had displeased the Lord.  Because of God’s love for David, He will send Nathan to confront David of this act and David will respond in repentance.  

( What do we know about the implications to his future leadership roles and relationships?

Bathsheba will eventually become David’s wife, but she will lose this child.  Bathsheba will have another child with David and that will become Solomon who is the next king of Israel.  David will also have some issues with his commanders because they were aware of how he put Uriah at the fiercest battle area and had him killed there.  David’s character was compromised with his commanders because of their knowledge of this conspiracy.

( What lessons can we learn from this man’s failure?
· Do not commit adultery

· Being obedient to God keeps you out of temptation.  David should have been leading the army, but instead he was at home.  He was not where God had called him to be.

· Do not try to cover up sins with more sin

· One thing that I do appreciate of David is as much as he messed up he always was repentant and came back to the Lord in praise and worship.

Peter

( How did this person fail as a leader?
When Peter was confronted with the question if he knew Jesus he lied and said he did not know him.  Peter did not even want to be associated with Jesus.  Peter will deny Christ three times in front of others.

( How did his failures impact the others around him? 

Peter’s denial was probably the most independent in that it did not affect too many other people outside of himself.  The people that asked him if he knew Jesus were affected since they did not get to see someone testify of knowing Christ, however this was clear instance between Christ and Peter.

( What was his response to his failure? 

The fact that Peter denied knowing Jesus three times means each instance in it of itself showed no growth or learning from what was going on.  But when the rooster crows to bring to remembrance of what Jesus said would happen to him, Peter responds by weeping bitterly for his lack of faith.

( When/how did God respond? 

This is one of my favorite stories in that God knew that Peter would fail, but that does not stop Him from loving and using us.  Peter failed in his own strength, but God will still use Peter powerfully to testify of Him.  God will restore Peter in John 21 and God will send His Holy Spirit to anoint Peter for an amazing ministry.

( What do we know about the implications to his future leadership roles and relationships? 

This whole situation becomes pivotal in how Peter is shaped as a man.  He goes from denying Christ in these instances to getting crucified upside down for Jesus.  When you read 1 and 2 Peter you clearly see a man that has grown from his experiences and becomes such a proponent for the gospel. 

( What lessons can we learn from this man’s failure?

· Christ forgives.

· We cannot obey the Lord in our own strength, no matter how good our intentions are.

· Christ restores.

· Christ uses broken people.

