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Week Seven Research Assignment
A. Problem
1. What is the research question? Although the research question is not stated, it is, What is the public’s perceptions of a good death and assisted suicide? (Abstract)
2. List the previous research done on this topic. A piece about end-of-life choices was written in 1974 by D.C. Maguire (Lines 352-356). A study was done of 80 health care providers. They were asked whether or not they supported euthanasia. This study was done by Davis, Phillips, Drought, Sellin, Ronsoman, and Hershberger in 1995 (Lines 379-384).  “A Study to Understand Prognoses and Preferences for Outcomes and Risks of Treatment,” was done on a large sample of physicians in 1995 (Lines 388-393).  
3. Was the background information current and relevant?  Some of the background information that was discussed was 25 years old. This information is not current, but according to Winland-Brown remains relevant today (Lines 356-357). Review Macnee and McCabe, p. 236 to determine what constitutes current information. We also need to note that Winland-Brown’s article was published in 2001.

B. Methods
1. What section of the article was the type of study discussed or explained? The type of study was discussed in the abstract. (Abstract). The type of study was also discussed and explained in the “Process and Findings” section of the article (Lines 42-105). 
2. What section of the article was the study sample discussed? The study sample was discussed in the abstract. The sample was also discussed in the “Sample” section (Lines 32-41). 
3. Did the author discuss why this sample was chosen? Yes, according to Winland-Brown, this sample of non health care related individuals was chosen to get the public’s perceptions of the topic because “their thoughts, ideas, and perceptions seem to be shared by many” (Lines 38-41). This information was found in the “Sample” section (lines 38-41). Is this information important? This student believes this information is important in order to completely understand the point of the study.  
4. Did the researcher provide sufficient protection of the rights of the sample? The researcher did provide sufficient protection of the rights of the sample. Informed consent was collected by the researcher and discussed in the “Process and Findings” section (Lines 52-57). Further protection of identity of the sample is also discussed in the “Process and Findings” section (Lines 64-72).

C. Results
1. What were some of the researcher’s results? The results of the study were presented in clusters of themes. The themes about good death were “Coming to peach with oneself and other and accepting that death is a good death” (between lines 109 and 110), “to have one’s final wishes honored and be treated with respect and dignity is an expectation” (between lines 138 and 139),” saying good-bye to loved ones and leaving them well prepared for death is essential” (between lines 173 and 174), and “achieving lifelong goals and having good memories of times shared is crucial” (between lines 197 and 198). The themes developed about assisted suicide were, “if the quality of life is diminished with pain, resulting in a burden on the family, assisted suicide may be a feasible option” (Between lines 223 and 224), “one’s personal autonomy of how to live and how to die rests with the individual” (between lines 252 and 253), and “remaining in control through the dying process is essential” (between lines 292 and 293). 
2. Were the results presented logically and in a clear manner? This student believes that the results were presented in a logical and clear manner. They were easy to find, easy to understand, and Winland-Brown provided many examples from the study that supported the results. 

D. Conclusion of Researcher
1. What did the researcher conclude? The researcher came to the conclusion that “age plays an important factor in how one views death” (Lines 426-427). Another conclusion made by the author of this study was that “most participants felt that a good death would be a predictable death” (Lines 523-524). One final result of the study is that end-of-life care is inadequate (Lines 565-566). Where? These conclusions were found in the “Discussion” section of the article (lines 419- 617). 
2. Did the researcher answer the research question? The research question was answered. Where? The researcher answered the research question within the “Discussion” section (lines 419-615). 
3. Did the researcher indicate why this study was important to nursing? The researcher indicated why this study was important for nursing within the “Perspective from the Literature” section (Lines 400-418). The importance of this study to nursing was also discussed within the “Discussion” section of the article (Lines 419-617).
4. How was the conclusion presented? As a “Discussion?” A “Summary”? The conclusion was presented as a discussion, and was presented within the “Discussion” section (lines 419-617). 
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