Weekly Assignment #3: Erin Bartley

1.) What is an example of a professional nursing organization making a difference in policy development, support your response with a policy this organization is supporting or debating. 

The professional nursing organization that I picked is called the Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses.  In 2007 this organization created a Public Policy Committee to help guide the direction of their advocacy efforts.  It is a national committee and is supported by a Board of Directors and staff.  This organization develops federal public policies as well as action plans to go with them.  In 2011 there were eight members on their committee.  


For this year, this organization’s federal policy and legislative agenda are as follows: Understand the causes and reduce the prevalence of preterm birth, improve maternal health and pregnancy outcomes, reduce the nurse and nurse faculty shortage, and support comprehensive women’s health services.  


To focus more on one of these policies, let’s focus on how to improve maternal health and pregnancy outcomes.  This organization plans of initiating this policy by doing the following things: increase access to comprehensive prenatal care, support increased funding for the Maternal Child Health Block Grant, support national efforts to protect and promote breastfeeding, advocate for full funding of the Melanie Blocker Stokes MOTHERS Act and any other federal legislation that addresses the broad spectrum of postpartum mood and anxiety disorders, increase access to contraception, and expand research into the causes of maternal mortality and support efforts to develop and implement standardized evidence-bases guidelines for maternal health care services. (Association of Women’s Health, Obstetrics, and Neonatal Nurses, 2011).

This is only one organization trying to make a change in policy to better health care.  Many organizations are trying to do the same thing, and I believe that if you are passionate about something and believe it needs to change that taking a political stance for it is very important. 
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2.) In your community, what environmental issues may cause health problems, are there remedies to these issues?


The World Health Organization has defined environmental health as, “those aspects of human health and disease that are determined by factors in the environment.  It includes both the direct pathological effect of chemicals, radiation, and some biological agents, and the effects on health and well-being of the broad physical, psychological, social, and aesthetic environment, which includes housing, urban development, land use, and transportation,” (Clark, 229). 


It is approximated that 25 to 33% of the global burden of disease is due to environmental exposures, (Clark, 229).  That means that 1 in every 4 illnesses are caused somehow by the environment.  That is an alarming high rate and needs to be addressed.  You could be the most physically fit/ healthy person in the world, but if you moved somewhere that was environmentally un-healthy you could fall victim to a disease or illness.  

In the community where I live, Champaign, Illinois, there don’t appear to be many environmental issues that could potentially cause people harm, however environmental hazards aren’t always clearly seen.  Our government could be corrupt,  there could be pollution from care emissions or from buildings.  There could be damage to our soil from the farming and pesticides used.  There could be experimental tests on animals and soil from the University.  There could also be radon gas leaks in houses, and many others.  A lot of the time you wouldn’t think about these things because we take our communities “good health” for granted.  However, some people do not have it so lucky.  Just like the movie Erin Brockovich, if there is a serious problem, there must be someone to stand up for that community otherwise nothing will happen.  
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