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After viewing the 2 videos and the Study guides Answer the 2 questions.

Perioperative Environment:


The perioperative environment includes the area used before, during, and after the procedure. The patient is brought into the preoperative area upon arrival and is prepped and prepared for the upcoming procedure. The operating room is then where the actual procedure takes place, then after that the patient is brought to the designated recovery area. All of these are part of the perioperative environment.

List the activities that are the responsibility of the perioperative nurse.   Include the nurse’s responsibilities in each of the 3 phases.


The perioperative nurse is a vital member of the team before, during, and after the procedure. There are many rolls that the RN can partake in within the perioperative environment including the scrub nurse, circulating nurse, and the RN first assists. In the preoperative stage the RN is in charge of getting the patient ready for the surgery. This includes getting all information from the client and double checking and making sure all information is correct, (allergies, medications, last meal) starting any IVs, checking vitals, making sure that the client is informed on the procedure and has no questions, and documenting everything. In the intraoperative stage this is where the nurse can have a variety of roles. They can fill out the paper work, assist the surgeon, and be the patient advocate. The nurse is in charge of calling a time out which is an important step before starting any type of invasive procedure. In the postoperative stage the nurse accompanies the client to the recovery area. This is where the nurse will monitor the patient, complete an assessment, and figure out discharge plans, whether they are going to get admitted to a med surg floor or go home. 
Indentify other key personnel involved in providing a safe environment for the care of the surgical patient. 


The surgical team consist of RNs, the surgeon, anesthesia provider (which can be a nurse anesthetist), surgical assistants, and assistant personnel.  
Aseptic Technique: Principles and Practices:

Define surgical conscience


Surgical conscience is the professional behavior that demonstrates understanding and application of principles of surgical technology and legal, ethical, and moral responsibilities to patients and team members for which each practitioner is accountable. 
Describe three ways microorganisms may be transmitted to cause an infection (ARON, 2007). 

Describe three ways microorganisms may be transmitted to cause an infection.

1.Direct Contact- Happens with physical touch, from the microorganism to the direct object that it touching which in this case would be the patient.

2. Airborne- when the microorganism is transferred through the air.


3. Droplet- microorganisms spread through the air from someone coughing or sneezing on another person.
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