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1. What were the problem and the purpose of the study? Were the problem and purpose clearly stated? In your opinion, is the topic important to nursing? How? 
The problem and purpose of this study are clearly stated in the reading. The problem is how violence in U.S. schools gets in the way of the educational, psychological, and social development of students. The purpose of this study is to have a better understanding on how the school environment contributes to school violence, and to examine the importance of the many school environment characteristics on different school violence outcomes from the perspective of the students (Johnson, Burke, & Gielen, 2011). Violence in schools can be very important to nursing depending on multiple instances. For example, a school nurse could be involved in caring for students who were involved in a situation of violence at school. Another example would be a nurse caring for a young adult or child in a health care setting when he or she has been involved in violence at school requiring hospitalization or health care attention. Another instance of a nurse caring for a student may be more likely to occur in bigger cities with larger schools, which are more likely to have violence. Nurses can help the student affected by violence in different ways by caring, listening, being therapeutic, and providing emotional and psychological support. 
2. What are the objectives and/or research questions in the study? Did the author(s) clearly state them or do you have to infer them? Are the objectives/questions appropriate for the purpose of the study, or do the objectives/questions seem to address another issue?
Like the problem and purpose, the objectives are also clearly stated in the reading. The first objective is to understand the relative importance of school environment characteristics for the reduction of school violence. The second objective is to understand how characteristics differentially influence the initiation, cessation, and severity of violence that occurs in schools. These objectives are appropriate for the purpose of this study because the objectives relate exactly to the purpose of the study. The authors want the reader to understand how the school environment contributes to violence in order to reduce school violence, and determine the characteristics that influence violence. 
3. Was the study based on a framework? If so, what framework was used? Does the framework fit the problem? Are the framework concepts and relationships identified and clearly related to the problem?
I believe that this study is based on theoretical framework that directly fits the problem stated in the reading. The information was collected via concept mapping that was divided into three sections (statement generation, sorting and rating, and representation and interpretation). There are tables and diagrams that share and identify the results. The concepts and relationships are clearly related to the problem.
4. Remember, the literature review is a section within research articles. Your analysis of the literature review is NOT your thoughts on how well-written and organized the journal article was. Please use the following questions as a guide.
Was the review of the literature thorough, appropriate and organized? Was current research included in the review? Was the literature well-critiqued? Were gaps in knowledge identified relating to the research problem? In other words, does the literature justify the need for the study?
The review of the literature was thorough, appropriate, and very well organized. The most current research included in this study was from 2009. The literature is well-critiqued throughout. The literature justifies the need for the study because the information was complete and thorough throughout with specific information collected that would be beneficial to many schools around the United States, which is potentially the answer to the problem of violence.
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Kate,
You're right, we as nurses spend much more time with our patients than the doctors do, and we should be able to recognize the symptoms of postpartum depression well before the doctor does. As nurses, we need to be able to adapt to this situation quickly because if it is not taken care of correctly and quickly, it can go out of hand within no time. I find it interesting that the researchers chose the participants by a questionnaire. Even though it allows them to pick out who was "best" for their study, how will they ever know if they missed the most important case by overlooking a questionnaire? This would be interesting to further investigate to see how many women who were not chosen, in fact had postpartum depression. 
Kara Hartman 
07/10/2012 1:49 pm 
Liji,
Isn't it scary how so many people in this world are obese? It's even scarier to realize how many obese patients undergo surgery on a day to day basis. We as future nurses know that the healing process takes longer when one is obese, but are the patients fully aware? 
I agree that this is a longitudinal design since the data was collected over different time periods. I wonder if the data was collected consistently for weeks or even months at a time if the results would differ enough to make a change in the outcome. When looking at the objective, I believe that it is appropriate to calculate the BMI and understand the outcome of the procedure mentioned in obese and non-obese patients, however I believe there should be more detail to the objective than what is stated.
Kara Hartman 
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Laura,
I really enjoyed reading your post. I definitely agree that we as nurses should provide as many non-pharmacological methods to our patients as much as possible. I know someone who has been going through chemo recently and instead of listening to music during it, she prays. She has such a strong faith and it is amazing to hear stories about her going through each of her treatments because she does it with such ease. Even though we cannot assume that every patient is in fact religious, we can ask questions and figure it out easily. Every patient is so different and we have to be able to recognize what methods will fit perfect for each of our different patients, such as music. I believe that I would personally like to listen to music when going through chemo. This was an interesting study to read! Good post!
Kara Hartman 
07/11/2012 10:25 pm 
Kourtney,
Preventing and controlling obesity in college students is so important. There are so many people in this world today who are obese, which definitely affects their health sooner than later. If we as nurses can educate students before going to college on how important it is to exercise and consume a healthy diet, we might have less obese people in this world. We all hear that dreaded freshman fifteen, and sometimes it is true (if not more than fifteen pounds) and with others it is not. I believe that education and prevention is so important in nursing with obesity and multiple other health problems as well. It's interesting to see the results of the difference in motivation from age, sex, and race when it comes to exercise. 
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