Kristina Bailey 
07/02/2012 5:49 pm 
1. What variable(s) were studied? Werethe variables defined conceptually and operationally? What arethe definitions, if provided? Ifthe definitions were not clearly defined, can youinfer whatthe definitions are?
In the study comparing which type of suture has the best closure of a scalp laceration two variables were being assessed; absorbable and non-absorbable stitches. Sutures themselves can be defined as concrete variables; that infers that they are used to close a wound. In order to compare the effectiveness of healing however researchers created an operational table for scoring the scar formation. Some characteristics of scars including colour, surface, contour, distortion, texture and scale, were recognized as operational variables that were given numerical values to judge scar formation.	Comment by Charlotte: color
2. Please describethe data collection process used bythe researchers (questionnaires, surveys, specialized tools, physiological measurements [BP, HR], scales [Likert], or medical record review). Isthe data collection approach appropriate? Isthe data collection process described adequately (i.e. could you repeatthe process if you wanted to duplicatethe study)? Are reliability & validity addressed?
When beginning to gathering data for their research problem researchers sought out a nearby emergency department. Every patient with a head laceration was screened to ensure the cut meet requirements of the study before being asked to participate. An equal amount of absorbable and non-absorbable sutures were used in the 110 patients that qualified for the study. Patients were asked to return to the emergency room for suture removal and assessment, in the case of those with absorbable sutures participants just came for re-assessment. The data collection method is appropriate for the research question. Because assessing and stitching a head laceration must be done quickly this method for gathering data seems to be the most effective. The author of this article does a wonderful job of explaining every step taken while performing this study, therefore making it possible to duplicate. In addition to detailing the process of the study researchers insured that the validity and reliability of the data.
3. Arethe analysis procedures appropriate? (The textbook is a resource to determine thisinformation.) I do not expect you to completely understandthe statistical analysis, but I do want you to recognize ifthe authors usedthe correct statistical methods fortheir study. For example, descriptive studies typically use percentages, means, standard deviations, etc. to describetheir findings. This is appropriate. Correlational studies use Pearson's rho or Spearman's rank-order coefficient. Researchers identifying relationships between variables can use bivariate or multivariate analysis (ANOVA or MANOVA). Causality relationships are found using chi square or t-tests. Didthe authors address power? Wasthe level of significance or alpha idenitified (eg. p<0.05 or a=85%) Dothe data analysis procedures answerthe research question or objective? Arethe results clearly presented? Tables? Figures? Narrative summary?
After collection of data was done over a six month period researchers analyzed everything gathered. Author of this research article mentions that statistical analysis was performed using Microsoft Excel. A t-test was performed to compare the average score for scare formation from those formed by absorbable sutures verses those from non-absorbable sutures. The analysis procedure chosen for this study appropriately answers the research question. Result data was clearly presented to readers. The author chronicles all the findings, even offering example tables of the pilot study.
Bonham, J. (2011). Comparison of suture types in the closure of scalp wounds. Emergency Nurse, 19(3), 34-39.
Rebar, C.R., Gersch, C.J., Macnee, C.L., & McCabe, S. (2011).Understanding nursing research: Using research in evidenced-based practice (3rd ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins
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Kristina Bailey 
07/08/2012 3:10 pm 
Kara,
The data collection process used for your study answers your research question perfectly. Interviews are such a great way of collecting information from individuals; especially when the responses can be interpreted by someone. Not only is interviewing a great way to collect data I think it was beneficial to your study that this process was done in three different steps. I'd be interested to see the concept map for this study. School violence doesn't seem like an issue that can impact us as future nurses however part of a nurses duties include caring for the community. Interesting post!	Comment by cconnerton: nurses’
Kristina Bailey 
07/08/2012 2:31 pm 
Kayln,
I enjoyed reading your detailed explanation of the variables used in your study. It must of been hard for researchers to have so many different variables to compare. I feel overwhelmed just analyzing two next to each other. I think it's important to perform a cross-sectional observation study to answer your research question. In addition, your explanation for how data was measured was very helpful to me in understanding some of the different ways to analyze data; you seem to know what your talking about. I'm glad tables were included in your article, for visual learners it is a lot easier to understand results when they can see it. 	Comment by cconnerton: have	Comment by cconnerton: you are 
Kristina Bailey 
07/08/2012 9:21 pm 
Krystal,
The research article you chose to review sounds interesting. Safety is one of the most important topics in the medical field and seeking ways to improve safety measures will always be necessary. It was good that the researchers of your study decided to review two variables. Had they looked simply at nurses' opinions they might have gotten incomplete data. I've heard that incident reports are a pain to write but your study proves the importance of keeping everything on record. I wonder if updated suggestions were made to improve nurses' safety while restraining aggressive patients? 
Kristina Bailey 
07/08/2012 2:03 pm 
Kate,
When you first mentioned that the researchers in your study chose to use questionnaires as their source of rating depression I was doubting the results of you study. I feel that whenever surveys are involved individuals tend to be bias so they appear better. I was glad to see that several different scales were used in addition to the questionnaire. It was kind of unfortunate that the details of the other scales weren't included in the article though. Several different types of data collections can produce very well rounded results. 	Comment by cconnerton: doubted	Comment by cconnerton: your 
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