Kaley Smith 
07/04/2012 12:20 pm 
1. The variables that were studied in this research article were music therapy, the independent variable, and anxiety, the dependent variable (Horne-Thompson & Grocke, 2008). Both of these variables were defined conceptually. Anxiety was defined as it was perceived by the patient using a symptom scale. Music therapy was defined as therapy involving some type of music, according to individual patient needs, with a professional music therapist. These definitions were clearly identified. (Horne-Thompson & Grocke, 2008)
2. The main tool used for data collection in this study was the Edmonton Symptom Assessment System (ESAS). This tool is designed for patients receiving palliative care to rate their symptoms, including anxiety, using a 0-10 scale (Horne-Thompson & Grocke, 2008). Also, a pulse oximeter was used to measure heart rate, which can be used as an indicator of anxiety. These measurements were taken before and after the intervention for the experimental and control group. This method of collecting data seems very appropriate for the experience. The researchers were able to get measurements based on both subjective and physiological data. This data collection process was described thoroughly in detail. I feel that the researchers gave enough information for someone to duplicate the study. Reliability and validity are not directly addressed. (Horne-Thompson & Grocke, 2008) 
3. The analysis procedure of this study seems to be appropriate. The researchers stated that since the number of participants was small, a Mann-Whitney test was used to compare data because it makes fewer assumptions about the distribution of data (Horne-Thompson & Grocke, 2008). It is stated that this method resulted in a p value of 0.05 which was considered evidence of a statistically significant difference between the experimental and control groups (Horne-Thompson & Grocke, 2008). Power was briefly addressed in this article. Published research was used to estimate the standard deviation between the two measures of anxiety and the power was determined to be 80% (Horne-Thompson & Grocke, 2008). The data analysis procedures accurately answer the research question and the results were clearly presented. The researchers used tables, dotplots, and a detailed summary to present the results of their study. 
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Kaley Smith 
07/04/2012 4:40 pm 
Kara,
I agree that this is a very important topic to research. It is great that the variables were defined so clearly to give readers a clear understanding of what is being measured. Also, for this study, it sounds like questioning participants that have personally experienced this type of violence would be a great way to get accurate information. It is interesting to me that the researchers were curious about how the characteristics of the environment may influence violence. This is a good question to try to answer so people at any type of public facility, whether it be a school or hospital, can be as safe as possible. It sounds like the researchers choose a great way to collect data, analyze it, and get accurate information. Also, you did a great job explaining the whole process. Good post!
Kaley Smith 
07/04/2012 4:25 pm 
Kristina,
Like I mentioned before, I really like the idea of this study. It sounds like the researchers found a great way to effectively and accurately rate the amount of would healing. The table used to score the wounds appears to cover all of the characteristics that indicate how well a wound has healed. By using the table, it would also be simple to compare the two types of sutures that were used. Also, the sample size was large enough to get a good comparison of the two. It is nice that the researchers explained their study so well. I felt lucky that I also chose an article that was explained very clearly so I didn’t have to try to infer a lot of the information myself. The method of data analysis also sounds very appropriate for this study. Great post!	Comment by Charlotte: wound
Kaley Smith 
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Krystal,
Like I mentioned before, I find this study very interesting because psychiatric nursing is something I would definitely consider for my nursing career, but the high possibility of dealing with aggressive patients on this unit is a major concern of mine. I think the researchers choose two very good variables to study. It looks like they incorporated both objective and subjective data. By studying the incident reports, researchers can gain a lot of information about the incident. However, some of the best information comes from people who have experienced the topic of interest themselves. This method of data collection seems like it was extremely appropriate and would result in accurate data. 
Kaley Smith 
07/05/2012 10:31 am 
Katie,
I am not familiar with this study, but it sounds very interesting and seems to be a great way to get an understanding of the type of care that nurses provide throughout their day. I liked how the study used 5 minute intervals to assess the nurses’ actions. It sounds like that is an extreme amount of assessing, but as we as nursing students have seen, nurses are constantly on the move and perform a large number of tasks. I thought it was a good idea to collect data from a person other than the nurses themselves. It would have interfered with a normal work day if the nurses had to constantly record data, especially if they had to record every five minutes. I think this type of data collection seems very appropriate for this study
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