Kelly Sheppard 
06/27/2012 10:08 pm 
1. What research design was used? Please describe the research design (examples of quantitative designs include descriptive, correlative, quasi-experimental, experimental, randomized control trials). Is this design appropriate for the research problem?
The research design that was used during this study was mixed methods. This uses both quantitative and qualitative research to some extent in the study. A formulation of research questions and data collections are correlated to complete the study. The quantitative portion of the study was descriptive. A survey was mailed to 719 US hospitals to determine the methods being used to prevent ventilator associated pneumonia. According to Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe (2011) "Descriptive designs function to portray some phenomenon of interest as accurately as possible" (Rebar, Gersch, Macnee, & McCabe, 2011, pg. 189). The researchers wanted to understand if majority of hospitals surveyed were following protocol to prevent VAP. This design was definitely appropriate for the research problem. A descriptive survey will set the researchers off in the right direction of getting answers to their study question. This research trial was just the beginning of many more to come. 
2. Is the sample described and representative of the population of interest? Is the sampling method appropriate? Is the sample size adequate, and how do you know this? Can the results of the study be generalized to the entire population? Is protection of subjects addressed (IRB approval, informed consent, etc.)?
The sample described the population of interest but cannot represent the population as a whole because of the small number of participants. All of the surveys were sent to the head of infection control of the hospital. Only 719 hospitals in the United States were asked to participate in the research study. This does not even represent half of the hospitals in the country but was adequate for the research study that was being conducting because it could point to areas for further exploration in future studies. The sampling method was appropriate because it gave clear cut answers for the researchers after the survey was completed by the hospitals. The results cannot be generalized to the entire population because participating hospitals can differ from those that were not participating in the study which puts a limitation on the study. Having more hospitals participate in the study could have given the researchers much different results than they currently have. It is sort of the luck of the draw with the hospitals chosen because if another survey was conducted, 719 hospitals could not follow the protocol to prevent VAP. Protection of the participating subjects was addressed in the study. The researchers made sure to get IRB approval before communicating to any of the participating hospitals. Consent forms were signed by all participants so they knew exactly what was expected from them during the study. 
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	Initial Assignment Posting
	Posts no assignment.
	Posts adequate assignment with superficial thought and preparation; doesn’t address all aspects of the task.
	Posts well developed assignment that addresses all aspects of the task; lacks full development of concepts.
	Posts well developed assignment that fully addresses and develops all aspects of the task.
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	Content
Contribution
	Posts information that is off-topic, incorrect, or irrelevant to discussion.
	Repeats but does not add substantive information to the discussion.
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	Uses relevant reference(s) to literature or readings to support comments. APA format is correct.
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Kelly Sheppard 
06/30/2012 7:57 pm 
-Kallie
My research article used the descriptive design as well. I think this method works well for research studies because it gets so much information out of the participants. If I was to conduct a research study, I would definitely try to have interviews with all subjects. I believe you can really connect with the individuals and understand exactly what they are feeling and thinking throughout their journey of the study. I think it was a great idea for the researchers of your study to choose participants from nursing/care homes. I would assume that these individuals get disturbed in their sleep at times due to the larger population they are living with. 
Kelly Sheppard 
07/01/2012 9:32 pm 
-Kristina
Your research study seems to be very interesting. I wonder if the researchers knew that they were not going to get accurate results in the beginning of the study since it is impossible for the researchers to keep track of everybody they saw in the emergency room. I also am very interested in seeing the results of your study. I had dissolvable stitches when they were relatively new and had to return to my doctor twice to get small pieces out of my incision. I am very interested in seeing how the participants adjusted to their sutures. 
Kelly Sheppard 
07/01/2012 9:24 pm 
-Kate
I think the researchers made a great choice in using a correlative study for their design. Your topic seems to be very interesting since many pregnant women have different feelings. I know many women who spent majority of their pregnancy being very uncomfortable and doing everything they possibly can to get through the last few months. I would be very interested to see the depression rates under these pregnant women because of the drastic changes in their hormones. I would also be interested to see if these women had a previous diagnosis of depression before they got pregnant. 
Kelly Sheppard 
06/30/2012 8:08 pm 
-Kara
I am not too familiar with the correlation design in research. I have read a few articles that involve this design but I am unsure if I would be able to spot the design without comparing information. After reading the components of your research study, I believe that the design was used perfectly considering the topic. Your topic is very interesting and really caught my eye because violence in school systems is an ongoing battle. The methods used to conduct this research study were very accurate and probably gave your researchers great results. 
Kelly Sheppard 
06/28/2012 12:58 pm 
-Laura, 
I agree with your response that the initial 719 hospitals chosen is a great number of participants for a particular research study. The only issue the researchers had with this group was that if another draw of hospitals were chosen, that group of hospitals may not follow the VAP protocol and use different methods to prevent VAP. That is where the researchers had issues because the results would be completely different from the ones they had. They claim all in all that the study was appropriate enough for their research question because it can point future researchers into the right direction when conducting another study such as theirs. When the researchers look at their specific study only to further their in depth study, they said they got the answers they were looking for. They looked at both ends of the spectrum when conducting this study because they had multiple research projects stemming from this particular one. They then went on to conducting an in-depth study with only 14 hospitals to see what measures were being taken to prevent VAP. 
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